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FYP, Minutemen, The Registrators and 
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Macedonia - Scene Report from recent war torn 
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Direct Action Atarts At Home - Eight things you 
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Resistance In The South Pacific - Read about 
whats really going on in paradise 


Music News - Get the 411 on all things loud, 
noisey and obnoxious 


Book Review - Dance of Days 


Stand - Interview with metal tech wizzkids taking 
the UK scene by storm 


Managing An Allotment - Grow your own food! 
How much more DIY can you get? 


Fundacion de Estudios Liberarios - our first 
exchange from Spain's Illegal zine about.an 
Anarchist Libary 


Are Free Zines Killing Small Zines? - Well are 
they? Read the debate 


Prisoner Support - The start of our look at 
prisons 


Rod Coronado - Exclusive interview with 
reknowned ecological direct activist now released 
from prison 


Haven Book distribution - A ‘Books to Prisoneri’ 
distrribution 


Mark Barnsley - Beaten Up, Fitted Up, then 
Locked up, now released he has plenty to say 


How To Write To A Prisoner - Show you care 


Crispus Attucks - US masters of political skate 
Thrash! 


Better Breathing - Sometimes, all you need is 
the air that you breathe 


Music Reviews - Blah blah blah 


Zine Reviews - Blah blah blah about blah blah 
blah 
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COLLECTIVE: . 


Carrie, G, Cath O’Connor, sneda, xleox, Stevie Watts, Alex Zandor, Stuart Haynes, 
Rich AWA, Jase Kilvo, Jamie West, Paco, Steve Hyland 


CONTRIBUTIONS THIS ISSUE BY : 


“Slendermeans”, Suzanne, Andy ‘Bald Cactus’, Welly ‘Artcore, Steve ‘Ripping 
Thrash’, Colin ‘Hell and Damnation’, Rachael and Chip ‘Headwound’, Jon @ctive, E 
Tosho Filipovski, Andre, The Great Refusal, and all the News contibutors, - THANKS! 


Prison. What does prison mean to you? What do you understand about 
prison? Why does prison exist? What do you consider to be the daily realities 
of life behind bars? Are you aware of how many people are imprisoned and 
why? Do you think that prison and what happens inside prisons does not 
concern you? 


For those of us who have never experienced prison, our perceptions of the 
type of people that prisoners are supposed to be and the life that prisoners may 
lead is often built up and manipulated by mainstream sources of media. We 
are rarely informed of what goes on behind the walls of prisons. Prison today 
is a thriving industry. More and more people are daily being imprisoned, 
losing their liberty, families being separated or destroyed, relationships 
strained, friendships tested. Looking into the history books to understand why 
prison exists may lead you to conclude that prison was in fact a means of 
imposing fear and control onto the unruly working-class populace. Hmm. 
However, it is a fact that since post September 11" many governments have 
toughened up on law and order. Imprisoning “terrorists”, no matter how they 
may be defined, is now a serious threat to all people who may generally hold 
an opposing view to that of the established World Order. In this issue of 
Reason To Believe, we aim to raise the profile of what prison is really about. 
How it can affect you. What really does happen inside prison. We hope that 
it makes you think and consider why people are imprisoned and what 
“Justice” really means and what imprisoning people really does achieve. 


Post-note: The threat that the United States poses to the world has never been 
greater than at this present time. George W. Bush wants a “regime change” in 
Iraq no matter what. They are prepared to go-it-alone. Anybody, anything, 
any nation, that threatens U.S. interests are targets and may set the precedent 
that the U.S. will wage war against whoever and whenever its foreign policy 
dictates. The United States “war against terrorism” threatens everyone’s 


liberty. 


- written by Steve Hyland on behalf of the RTB collective 
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Front cover illustration by Clifford Harper (we think!), back cover illustration by Eric Droker. Graphics by G., Alex, xleox, sneda or quite 
rightly stolen cos there is no harm in that... is there? 


“New Look” and Layouts this issue by xleox 


Reason To Believe, itself, is a a new international quarterly DIY hardcore/punk zine, 
with a special emphasis on the European scene. It's being brought together by a varied 
collective of people who have gained experience in the mechanics 

of the DIY hardcore punk community, putting out records, zines, organising tours, 
distros, bands, etc. (inc. Armed With Anger , Flat Earth, Tours R' Us, etc.). 


RTB aims to fill the gap left in Europe for a prominent regularly focussed zine to 

promote the European network and to provide a European focussed forum. 

RTB, also, aims to provide healthy coverage to those involved in the "mechanics" 

of the DIY scene and to provide coverage of issues and events that we regard as important, 
not covered by the mainstream media, exploring and promoting what alternatives are out there. 


We need contributions! interviews, articles, letters, photographs, artwork, writings, scene reports, etc.. 
Please Get in touch with your ideas, particularly people from mainland Europe and ‘developing’ countries. 
Music and literature for the review section is also welcome! 

Please email or send written submissions on a disk, saved as a text (txt) file 


Priority is given towards smaller DIY/grassroots 
based groups and people. Adverts for sizable labels 
who get plenty of exposure elsewhere are only printed 
on a discretionary basis. We reserve the right to reject 
any Ad for any reason. Needless to con dali not going 
ine print Ads from Majors - or Major Label Wannabees! 

1/3 page sq - 119mm x 125mm (5" x 5") = £50 / €80 / $85 


4/3 page tall - 57mm x 255 mm (2.5° x 10") = £50 / €80 / $85 eG2nks 
Half Page - 180mm x 125mm (7" x 5") = £70 / €115 / $125 adve ret. icin 


Please send all payments with Pio advert. Please send as a correctly 
sized laser gue or photoshop/TIFF file on a 3.5 inch floppy disk or cd, 


not by email please! (unless b prior arran ement) _ (greyscale, 200dpi works best) 
If you Submit an Ad in another format, we won't be eapons le if it prints out 'wrong’... 
~ You hav been warne 


1/6 page - 57mm x 125mm (2.5" x 5") = £25 / €40 / $40 
1/4 page - 87mm x 125mm (3.5" x 5") = £35 / €60 / $60 


Want to pay for your Advert using Paypal? 
Required UP-FRONT and in the following: Get in touch via email for further info!! 
British Pounds Sterling or Euros (Cash only!) and US Dollars (Cash only!) 


Please send Cheques/IMO's in Pounds payable to "A. Gunn" 
, ; oes CHEQUES ONLY!! 


Classifieds are £2 / €3 / $3 (50 words max) CASH ONLY!! 
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Send Payment in advance for up to 5 issues based on qneshh 
the above single copy rate oUx pers! 
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RTB zine is quarterly.The actual issue should surface 
about 4 weeks following the deadlines below which 


are set to be as follows: ; Than 
1st March 1st June to att 
1st September 1st December Contributors, 


ort fem, S| be, Ye bee ol Fo 


Single Copies: (all costs are for postage only) 
UK = 50p Self-Addressed Stamped A4 envelope “one cs! 
Europe = £1 / €2 Cash / $2 US CASH pistribut? 
World = £1.50 / $3 US CASH 


Bundles: (approximatiey 25-30 copies) 
UK = £7 postpaid ; 
Europe/World = £8 / €15 / $15 (2kg surface rate 15/20 copies) 


Bigger Bundles: 

UK, between 30-200 copies = £10 postpaid 

Europe/World, 20-60 copies = multiples of the above 2kg bundle rate 
Europe/World, 60+ copies = *contact us for rates 


Punk Post: 

We distribute large amounts through the "punk post" network 
around Europe. Get in touch if you think you can help, 

or want to give some out to your friends. Help spread ‘The Reason' 


We need cheap/free ways to get RTB across the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans - Any ideas?? 
5 issue sub - £2.50 U.K. {£5/$10 Europe) (£7.50/515 World) [[] My name Re 
, 25 - 30 copies = £7 postpaid U.K. TAY OEE OCS 1G niencemensennneniicctatoiutninaion 

| (£8/$15 Europe + World -15/20 copies} O 


30 - 200 copies = £10 postpaid U.K. oO 
(Rest of World - get in touch) 


i Reason! 
Gimme A eae Dox) 
PAYMENT: Well secured and concealed cash, 


or cheques (U.K. only please} payable to A. Gunn onty. 
Return this compieted coupon and correct payment to: 
| REASON TO BELIEVE zine c/o 145 - 149 Cardigan Road, Leeds, LS6 1LJ UK. 
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I’d like to respond to both of Welly’s letters regarding the 

Women in DIY issue. His first letter still begs some comment, and while 
I agree that the response letter in RTB 5 was indeed harsh, his response 
in RTB 6 was no less so. Based on what I could gather from his letters, 
he maintains some common misunderstandings that overshadow his 
often valid points, and he files many complaints but offers no solutions 
except ‘just deal with it’. We are dealing with it, but it takes discussion, 
and I’m sorry if he feels it is a waste of his time or thinks that we should 
take our girl talk elsewhere. I am not in favour of censorship, but if 
someone would like to criticise, he or she should be willing to base those 
criticisms on something more than the authority of his or her ow 
“common sense’. I will deal with some of his rome individually, 

there is much else to be said. 


1.’The scene’ as a microcosm of the world: Yow’ st 
‘merely a microcosm of mainstream society’, but ist 
that you were using it to agree that sexism exists n the scene, but your 
comment that ‘as a true microcosm, the law of averages dictates’ (dictates 
what?) suggests that you feel:we cannot make our own decisions. I, too, 
suggested in RTB 3 that th e is a microcosm, but my point was that 
we have made a wi to change, so why don’t we take 
better advantage .o argument stems from a dangerous 
determinism?a belief th ound by unchangeable structures and 
that society moves in a beyond our control—and I’m sorry if 
you feel as if you must live under the jurisdiction of some ‘law of 
averages’, but I do not. 


2. Gender and Ba hoarse There are, as you say, males in the scene 
_ who also feel at f they are not adequate in some way. These very feelings 
of not belongin ; got most of us involved in the first place, and are why 
we do have empathy for each other. You inappropriately compare 


women-centred spaces to apartheid, which you might reconsider; I don’t ” 


think anyone who lived through its horrors would appreciate that. But 
Cath’s reply was clear, that these spaces ‘provide an environment where 
women can empower themselves so that they can re-enter a mixed 
> Empowerment isn’t a zero-sum equation; 
. take anything from you. And, as I said in my 


Feeling limited by gender assumptions *is* relevant to all of us, and 
when we discuss women’s issues we are not looking to ‘blame’ men for 
anything. We discussed the challenges we have faced when in our attempt 
to carve out roles as; womet the scene’. It seems that you read out of 
it what you wanted to, that 
there must be a villain, when there is not. Turni 
doesn’t mean talking about how ‘great it is to. b 
women (because that assumes that you fi 
male, and I do not assume this), but would ac 
of inadequacy generated by assumptions of 
affected you. We all have a lot to learn from 


Si subjugate 


contributors in RTB 3 spoke, not about how awful it was to endure, 


sexism, but about how we can build on our experiences to make the mos 
positive contribution to the scene, which benefits all of us? even you. 


3. Social construction of sex: Sexism is deep-seated in our society and its 
attitudes, however old, are not natural, they are cultural. Gender and sex 
are part of Western thought’s enforcement of the view of the world as 
composed of sets of opposing things or ideas (e.g. male/female, 
good/evil, heaven/hell)?dichotomies. They are more complex than mere 
“nature versus nurture’, but your idea that ‘malés prefer to dwell in 
childish escapism’ implies that you aren’t quite clear about what gender 
is. 


, ‘Gender’ was adopted in the 1970s to describe the social constructions of 
sex; it was previously used as a grammatical term. This doesn’t mean we 
can easily escape these differences—for they do exist in reality—but it is 
a dangerous thing to masquerade the cultural as natural or innate. You 
imply that we have some unbroken cultural memory of gender roles that 
goes back ‘thousands or millions of years’, which is misguided. Men 


. a well-const 
.femaleness, w. 


have always had the penises and women have: had the babies, but we 
can’t make assumptions about how this was expressed socially thousands 
of years ago. The gender differences are consciously and unconsciously 
reproduced in our daily lives, but this doesn’t mean we have no power to 
alter them. 


4. Gender and biology: You *do* argue that there are gender differences 
based on biology, ‘Men and women are undoubtedly different. That is 
proven?Females, by their biological nature are complex in different 
ways.’ Proven how? Complex how? You go on to say that ‘females, by | 


. their very nature, are predisposed to self-organisation, multi-tasking and 


ialisation’. Why. are you essentialising us, reducing us to a set of 
eralised ‘traits’? Are you doing us a favour by trying to tell us our 
gue against the conditioning in Western society that 
edisposes us to behave in certain ways, but this is not human nature. We 
t make sweepin statements based on shaky pseudo-scientific ground 
and call them. ‘proof’, especially when that ‘proof’ seems to rely on the 
reader’s agreement and are supported by those same, still-unproven 
assumptions. While there may be certain ways of behaving that appear in 
one group more than in another, they n prove nor explain anything. 


Sexual differences are culturally ut we don’t have to. 
specifically locate misogyny in the ¢ auma of individuals. It’s 

there in front of us every day. It’s v “old, it isn’t biological, and it 

need not always originate in one’s individual psyche. Devising ways to 

value all voices within the constraints of our language, our society, and 

our gender roles is very daunting, and we will not see perceptible change 

on a broad scale in our lifetime, but it doesn’t mean we should just accept 

it. We should work on identifying and changing out attitudes within our 

own small world and hope it brings everyone closer @ finding solutions. 

You might call it hippies, but I call it progress. 


5. Taking the bait: Sadly, your second letter implies that you don’t take 
women seriously. You admit to setting a trap to expose women?or at least 
feminists? as creatures who cannot control themselves, that your 
comments were bait for the ‘politically correct’ dare to discuss 
‘wiyymmyns ishoos’. I thought your lette a rational 
response, as much as | disagree with it. It ca Titique my 
own piece from RTB 3, but I had not realised th: laying ‘bait’ 
all along. I am disappointed: how can you outw idemn ‘sexism’ 
yet write in such a patronising tone that condemns us for trying to do 
something positive? 

You can’t justify your comments by saying ‘At least I’m'not a wife- 
beater,’ or redeem yourself by finding admirable ‘feminine’ traits. You 
speak of women as if we need your protection from misogyny and from 
our own inability to control ourselves, bit do not advocate that we do 
anything about it. simplistic and essentialist assumptions about both 
males and fem misguided, and your-attempt at a ‘removed and 
biological p | be utterly impossible even if it were part of 
ent. You attempt to find redeeming qualities in 
be associated with being as good at housework 
and so mean very little in terms of defining 


as-running a: 


untry 


_ appropriate social roles), but we are not asking for that. Instead, we insist 
* on being included in the debate over how to define ourselves as 


individuals and we refuse to live in the clutches of a false biology that 
reproduces obsolete ideas of males as protectors of us as the ‘weaker 
vessels’. 


Arguing for “separate but equal’ status is unproductive and potentially 
dangerous. Simply adding a few PC words to our language without 
understanding why language has something to do with the problem does 
not even approach the solution. We must work within the confines of a 
language we cannot undo, a world we cannot erase, and a past we cannot 
ignore, but we don’t want to sit quietly and be victims of it all. 


6. Why so hostile?: The violent imagery you use in phrases like ‘ripping 
out your reproductive organs’, if you ‘do not like the fact’ (what fact? 
You gave me no fact to reject, so can I keep my organs?) is unnecessary. 
“Women give birth to children and men rape. Is that not proof enough?’ 
you say. Proof of what? Are you saying that men are biologically inclined 
to rape? What do you mean by this? That women don’t have penises and 


é 


men do? That is true, but is the only ‘fact’ we actually have. The 
rest we just think we might know, or use the label of ‘science’ 
(where almost anything can be engineered to be ‘proven’) to 
pretend we think we know what is probably unknowable. Science 
has largely replaced religion as beneficiary of society’s 
unquestioning faith, but remember that the ‘sciences’ of 
Phrenology and Eugenics, which were mainstream forms of study 
until well into the 20th century, also attempted to prove that 
cultural traits were biologically-founded. And look where those 
got us. 


When you wrote.about male-female differences in RTB 4, you did 
not write it with humour as you later claim, you seem to have 
written it with naive yet patronising ‘authority’. If what you said 
is not what you meant, then perhaps you should have been clearer. 
To place the blame for being misunderstood entirely on readers is 
arrogant and puerile at best. 


7. Gentrified punks and ‘school’: You make several references to 
‘school’ yet express disdain over a punk scene that has been 
‘gentrified’. If you value formal education as integral to the 
discussion of ‘punk politics’ then are you not also encouraging the 
very gentrification you condemn? Formal education is useful 
when used productively, but is not available to all, and the scene 
is supposed to be a place where we don’t use our academic 
credentials to exercise authority over those we see as ‘less 
knowledgable’. It is not the size of the words we use but the 
effectiveness of those we choose that makes the difference. 


Some of your points from RTB 4 were constructive, but your last 
letter’s hostility did much to invalidate them. Many of your 
comments are simply childish, while others are quite a run-of-the- 
mill fear of feminism. We should find ways of communicating 
with each other that are not based on accuser versus accused 
because that, as an end, is. not productive. Unfortunately, this 
involves instances where one must admit one was or is wrong. 
When we transcend the limitations of the ‘microcosm’, when we 
understand that valuing one experience does not take away from 


the experience of another, then we won’t be ‘skipping merrily 


through daisies’ but will be taking a step that is far closer to 
change than any amount of finger-pointing, name-calling, or four- 
letter words. 


And finally, in order to engage in productive self-critique, we 
should address relevant issues, including but not limited to how 
gender roles confine us all, so if you wish to broaden the debate 
and begin a discussion of how your own non-fulfillment of the 
masculine ideal makes you feel inadequate, it would be an 
interesting contribution. But if you prefer to bait feminists into 
reacting to your empty statements, and ‘proving’ your 
assumptions, I pity you. 


Blind exchange of one set of prescribed views for another set of 
restrictive instructions is silly, but why is what you say ‘fact’ and 
everything else just opinion? And why do you prop up your views 
with blind acceptance of what you call ‘science’? I will not end 
my letter as you ended yours—with a summary dismissal of all 
other possible perspectives—because I am not so arrogant. 


Fe Gane Ruffino 


Club GZ, Dublin, Ireland 
Gzdublin@yahoo.com 


‘The wisest man admits he knows nothing.’ Socrates is supposed 
to have said this. I include it, generic ‘he’ and all, not because it 
proves anything, but because the way to true learning?in school, 
in the ‘scene’, or in the world—is through listening and admitting 
your own shortcomings, not through silencing everyone else. 
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From: “Warhead Info Service” soja2 @poczta.onet.pl 
To: RTB Zine 


Subject: Article to spread-please help!!! 
Date: Mon, 2 Sep 2002 15:27:00 +0200 


Report on criminalization of anarchist and anti-fascist 

community in Bialystok/Poland with some history of Anti-Fascist 
resistance by ABC Bialystok 
Bialystok is a 300 000 city in North-East of Poland. It has proud 
history of Anti-Fascist resistance going back to Il World War. In 
present times we can see again old monsters rising their ugly 
heads. Almost since beginning of organized nazi movement in 
Bialystok, militant anti-fascist groups emerged. First they were just 
little groups of very dedicated, militant activist, then movement 
grew bigger and bigger, there were more actions and nazis started 
slowly loosing control over streets. 
Few times in our recent history we faced new waves of nazi 
activity but there were always people who opposed them directly 
and without limits. It costed us a lot. Few years ago one of our 
friends got killed in suspicious circumstances in a city 80 
kilometres from Bialystok, killed by unknown nazis. Many people 
suffered continuous harrasment of themselves and their families, 
many people suffered physical injuries. Still, resistance never 
stopped. On a place of activist who left movement, there were new 
ones. 

The situation changed dramatically in last two years. We 
managed to squat a place in Bialystok which became center of all 
‘anarchist and altenrative activity. Our movement received many 
new people and a lot of energy. Almost immadietely this place 
became priority target for nazis. Till now it was attacked about 40 
times, from small groups throwing stones to regular attacks with 
30-40 nazis throwing molotovs etc. We resisted all the time. 
Moreover, we decided not to wait for them but attack them first. We 
formed something what we call Antifa Patrol- group of anti-fascist 
street fighters patrolling streets of Bialystok and attacking nazis 
everywhere. We started being succesful in driving nazis out of 
streets, although we are far away from coplete success. Compiling 
this together with the fact, that we managed to defend our squat 
few times against police and we destroyed their public relations 
image totally, someone decided to fight us with another means. 
We expereinced something what never happened before-planned 
and cynical criminalization of our movement. Our people became 
landing in custody and jails for almost everything. 


Present legal situation of our groups is very serious. 
- One person from the squat is finishing his prison sentence for 


assault on a nazi skinhead (he will be out at the end of 


Septemebr/beginning of October 2002) 

- another activist just received 2 years on 5 years probation for 
alleged assault with dangerous weapon, action he never took pat 
in, but nevertheless he spent 4 months in jail for that 

- 5 people are framed in assault on a singer of a nazi band from 
here, one person additionally charged with threatening behaviour 
- one anarchist already having sentence in probation (2 for 4 
years) for assault and robbery on nazi skinhead, now is being 
framed up in grevious body harm, after he succefully defeneded 
himself along with other Anti-Fascist against nazi attack. This 
charge can end up in 10 years sentence for him. 

- one anarchist charged with assault and robbery on a nazi 
skinhead, he pleaded guilty and is awaiting a trial (he preferred to 
admit ‘his “guilt” becasue he was caught by police moment after 
attack on nazis) 

- one person charged with violent resistance and insulting a police 
officer after cops raided a squat in an attept to evict it 

- two squatters charged with attept to break to police radio 
transmitter 

- over 20 misdemeanor trials for things like participation in illegal 
gathering, failing to disperse on police request, not giving an ID to 
police officer etc. 


While we never surrendered and we continue to fight nazis and 
authority all the time, we need your help to continue our struggle 
and not to get stuck with legal proceedings. Therefore if you can 
help us with money for our activity and trials, or you can send us 
some interesting materials to use like leaflets, stickers, vidoe films 
etc, we would be more than sys 

Our contact is: 


ABC Bialystok/ANTIFA PO BOX 43, 150662 BIALYSTOK 26 
POLAND 

for things like prisoner support and similar stuff contact 
soja2 @ poczta.onet.pl 
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Dear R2B Zine, 
I just wanted to write in to comment about a part of one of the 
answers given by the J.A.R. Collective interview in the last issue 
(#6). In many ways, I think the answer given to the question 
about their thoughts regarding today’s punk movement in 
England and the U.S. were spot on. I think punk has undergone 
a significant ‘class’ and ‘culture’ shift over the last two decades, 
which you could argue is social ‘progression’. I defend my 
stance over the word ‘class’ as to ignore ‘class’ within this 
country (England, and indeed the whole of the UK) is just sheer 
ignorance - it exists, but I use this argument within the context 
that the punx from Mexico are coming from i.e. poor areas of 
Mexico City. Many punx who call themselves punx in this part 
of the world have little or no involvement in social struggle, or 
indeed any kind of political struggle. Although it was not right 
across the board so to speak, many punx in 80s were involved in 
campaigns against nuclear disarmament, animal rights, the poll 
tax and in more recent years, road and environmental protests. 
The ‘scene’, for want of a better word, does consist of many punx 
who are interested in just spending their time drinking and going 
to gigs with no serious involvement in social struggle. The 
commercialisation of punk in recent times has with it, I think, 
taken away the edge that many punks had in their music and in 
their personal politics. Many ‘punks’ here just seem to not be 
bothered with attempting to change even the most easy aspects of 
their lives into a form of protest whether it be moral or ethical. 
Although many punks here may have the luxury of where they 
can spend their money and on what, many other people from 
other parts of this world cannot and this privilege should be, I 
believe, be used to support organisations, start local food co-ops, 
creating your own alternatives towards an alternative existence 
outside this staid, capitalistic framework of existence called 
‘life’. We all have are own individual concepts of what punk 
means to us and I guess we all apply those ideas in different ways 
be it through our upbringing and social/personal values to what 
we experience throughout life. Likewise, many of us do simply 
not have the time to devote to overt social struggle but that does 
not stop people from doing what they can either, as insignificant 
or unrewarding as that may seem or feel. As J.A.R. say in the 
answer to the last question during their interview, “Remember - 
the worst struggle is the one that is not fought” - be that fighting 
against nazis trying to muscle and peddle their filth in your town, 
to dealing with domestic violence in your house, to fighting for 
your environment (it is the only one we have got!), to fighting for 
the animals who do not have a voice in how they are used, 
abused, experimented on and tortured for the sake of medication 
and vanity, to dealing with sexism in our own ‘scene’, to 
suppoting class struggle prisoners and so on. It’s all down to you, 
me and everybody around us to take some responsibility for our 
actions and how we live our lives. Some of us are more 
privileged than most. We should not be apathetic in how we use 
those privileges!! 
Steve Hyland, Attitude Problem Zine, PO Box 326, Hardcore 
House, Leeds, LS7 3YR, England. 


A Belarussian Anarchist is Cruelly Beaten by Policemen. 

On the night of 7-8 September, in Belarus (East European country), in 
the city of Grodno, a group of 10-15 people was going back from a 
birthday party. Suddenly two police cars drove up to them and 
policeman started pushing the people into the cars. Stas Pochobut, a 
26-year old Belarussian anarchist, the “Navinki? newspaper reporter 
and the leader of the punk-band “Deviation”, was attacked just for 
asking the policemen’s documents and was put into handcuffs. The 
policemen started beating him right in the car. On the arrival at the police 
department a member of the Active Communities Confederation 
“Razam!” (“Together!”) Zmitser Dul’ko was also arrested. All the rest 
people were released. Stas Pochobut was being cruelly beaten over all 
this time by the policemen, especially by the one called Valerii 
Shpakevitch. Stas’s brother Andrei Adlianitskii, a journalist, arrived at the 
police department and insisted on calling the emergency. But when 
Andrei informed the police about his intention to sue to the Public 
Prosecutor’s Office, he was immediately accused of hooliganism and 
arrested as well. Andrei got a warning from the judge, he and Zmitser 
will appear in court on the 11th of September to get their final verdicts. 
Stas is in still in hospital, in neurology department. His facial bones are 
broken and the doctor says that his eyesight can be badly ruined. 
Verdicts and phone numbers of the Public Prosecutor’s Office will be 
added later. 


Pictures of Stas: 
http://www.razam. bi ru/actions/090902/stas1 .jpg 
http://www.razam.by.ru/actions/090902/stas2.jpg 
http://www.razam.by.ru/actions/090902/ruki1 .jpg 
http://www.razam.by.ru/actions/090902/ruki2.jpg 


Pictures of the policemen and Valerii Shpakevitch: 
http://www.razam.by.ru/actions/090902/kazly.jpg 
http:/Awww.razam.by.ru/actions/090902/szpak.jpg 


Data in Belarussian: 
http://www.razam.by.ru 
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CLIFF BARNES - Debut 7” EP .. on nowt! as 


_indie punk-pop exhilaration, five songs and ALL the covers 
_ are coloured BY HAND! You really can’t go wrong ordering ~ 
_this soon-to-be collector's item (yeah right...) 15 minutes 


of joud, psychedelic punk folk are yours by sending 4, 
£3, $4 to: SOUTHFORK RECORDS c/o Jakonen, 


Kalevanpuisto 9 as 12, 28120, Pori, Finland... 


octobereyes @ hotmail com 


‘FOUR PLANES IN FOURS DAYS are a 4 piece pla’ an 


spacious post-rock mixed with dark riffs and mellow 
vocals. Self released CDR available: 5 songs, 25 minutes, 
£1.50 + SAE to: 

Jim, c/o Flat 3, 22 North Grange Road, Leeds, LS6 2BR, 
UK email info @fourplanesintoursdays. com 


STOP HUNTINGTON ANIMAL CRUELTY!! - 
Huntington Life Sciences is Europes largest contract 
animal testing laboratory. 500 animals are killed there 
EVERYDAY in useless and horrific experiments. Join the 
campaign to close it down - send for a free info pack from: 
SHAC, PO BOX 381, Cheltenham, Glos, GL50 1YN, UK 


PUNK, POLITICS AND FUN IN INITONIT. Interviews with 
17Stitches, Homebrew, Freaks Union. Send 50p & SAE or 
£1 (UK p&p) to: 


Paul, The Flat, 56A Upgate, Louth, Lincs, LN11 9UN 
Anarchist Federation The Anarchist Federation is an 


organisation of class struggle anarchists which aims to 
abolish Capitalism and all oppression to create a free and 
equal society. This is Anarchist Communism c/o 84b 


_whitechapel high street, london e1 7qx 


www.afed.org.uk anarchistfederation @ bigfoot.com 


_WANTED: Secret confessions from you and your lover, 


your father and your mother, your sister and your brother, 


- your granny and your grandf’ ter. Its time to own up and | 


smell the truth.... 
Send it all to ‘secret confessions’ , c/o rtb adden. 


RE-PRESSED BOOK DISTRO is a non-profit, green 
anarchist orientated book distribution service. Our aim is 
to provide a selection of books, zines and pamphlets 
focusing on a critique of totality. Through our selection we 
question areas such as work, anarcho-orthodoxy and the 
basis of civilisation itself, searching for a way out of this 
sterile alienated existence towards a truely liberated, 
green and anarchic future. For a world based on authentic 
needs and desires. Send a stamped s.a.e or IMO for a 
copy of our latest catalogue to: re-pressed, c/o cre 16 
sholebroke avenue, leeds, is7 3hb, uk. 


-_repressed@mail.com, www. re-pressed. org.uk. 


PLEASE SEND ME YOURCOPYS _ OF ‘PROFANE 


EXISTENCE’ zine, issue #2 and issue #38. Also 


‘Maximum Rock N Roll’ Feb 2002 issue. Let me know how - 


_ much you want for each. Contact - Nick, Top Floor Flat, 13 - 


Gladstone Place, Brighton, BN2 3QE, UK 


WANTED - The following records... Bullshit Detector 2 LP 
Doom - ‘War Is Big Business’ LP, Flux Cored Wire - 
‘Actions Speak Louder Than Words’ EP, Hazard (Japan) - 

‘Hate! Hate! Hate!’ 7”, Lifes A Riot (Finland) 7” EP, Write 
with Prices to - Nick, Top Floor Flat, 13 enc a Place, 


Brighton, BN2 3QE, UK 


LOSING THE BATTLE demo now availablé. Brutal 
hardcore type stuff. Send an SAE to: Infinite Monkey, 145- 
149 Cardigan Road, Leeds, LS6 1lJ, UK 


: WANTED: more classifed ads for this zine. You know its 
_ such a great and affordable means of advertising the shit 
| you are trying to sell to loads and loads of like-minded | 


ople with nothing better to do than read this zine. What _ 
you waiting for??? People do actually read 


classifieds... face it - YOU DIDI! Please note, however that _ 


abel should send usa REAL AD... ven ge 


: Foon ling wet and 1 enn? Stop fanicaie. out your 
neighbours dog and subscribe to Reason To ty zine) - 
: See a eee for wee : : 
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MACEDONIAN PUNK/HC SCENE REPORT 1978 -2002 
(Short story for one small scene and brave people) 


Hi there!!! 

Here is Vasko from Skopje, Macedonia. When | started this scene 
report | didn’t won't to bore you with the war situation here, because 
that same war that started in March’01 and raged till September ‘01 
fucked the lives of all of us, but...here it comes again! The fucking bitch 
showed her teeth again!!! O.K., we in Skopje (the capital of Macedonia) 
didn’t really feel the cruelty of the war, but what’s the use of that when 
our streets are flooded with soldiers from all over the world (NATO 
morons) and the sky is ripped with war helicopters so that our city looks 
like Saigon from the fucking Vietnam war. Anyway, before all this shit § 
Macedonia was the only ex-Yugoslav republic, which separated from 
the main state without a war!!! For all those who don’t know, Macedonia 
is a small (2.000.000 inhabitants) country from the South/eastern part 
of Europe, which even without this war was in a very bad economic 
‘condition!!! But in spite of all this we have a small but honest scene 
here!!! The music that was preceding today’s HC/punk/underground 
scene comes with the appearance of the first Macedonian punk-rock 
band “FOL JAZIK” (Followers of Sex Pistols) in 1978. Soon after them, 
also appeared The “IDIJOTI” from Shtip and “AFEKTIVEN NABOJ” [Sects 
from Struga. The punx in Skopje started gathering since then at the 
legendary “KOCKA-cube”. In the 80’s the situation improved with the 
appearance of “SARACENI”. They had the first ultimate punk hit in 
Macedonia, “Fucking Skopje”. Their split-up led to the two probably 
most important appearances in the punk in Macedonia: “Badmingtons” 
and “Padot na Vizantija”. Try to hear ultimate punk hymn from 
Macedonia: ‘Site Obicni lugje’ (‘All the Common People’) or ‘Pocetok i 
Kraj’ (‘A Beginning and an End’). The first ones will define the punk 
sound that will follow, and the second ones are a basis for the very 
popular dark sound, which in the second half of the 1980’s will keep the 
tension of entertainment at the Macedonian music scene. The 
members of the two bands, that is, their front men are still active at the 
Macedonian music scene, but they are now far from what they used to 
work. In the mid 1980's the first more rageous bands appeared: 
“Satanhord” from Bitola and “Hram Hiberfrenia Kids on Acid” from 
Skopje. Later (1990), the members of HHKOA, will take part in many 
important punk formations in Macedonia, and the two of them will also 
Start the first underground radio program: Maximumrockenroll, together 
with Darko Janevski, the front man of “Brigade O.D.” The end of the 
1980's brings to the scene the orto punk and sets the beginning of the 
hard core sound “TOTAL SHIT”, “RABOTNICKI FRONT”, “A- 
COMPLEX”, “DIE HIMMELLSTRASSE”, “CLOSENESS?’...All these 
bands haven’t done much except for demo shots and appearance on 
very rare compilations (Die Himmelstrasse on “DIVLJI CVETOV!” in 
Yugoslavia). in that period lots of dark & post punk also existed such‘as 
“MIZAR” & “TELO-NAUKA SOVRSENA’”. 


Macedonian Mosh! 


At the beginning of 90’s the first real bands of anarcho/hard core/punk . 


generation appeared: “BRIGADE O.D.”, “MORBID JOKER” (they 
realized only few demos and many good gigs, after many years they 
realized few songs on double compilation CD No Border Jam 4/5), 
“BLOODY GEORGE” (few demos and appearance on few 
international compilation tape and on Tribute to Patareni LP)...Except 
for “BRIGADE O.D.” who made reunion in ‘98 and issued split 7” & 12” 
(with Pizda Materna on Nuclear Sun Punk, 2000), the other bands are 
dead for a long time. 

Worth mentioning from that period is the post punk/noise band “SUNS” 
who reached one legendary cassette album “Mojot son e samo moj” 
(‘My dream is only mine’). The 90’s brought many quality bands which 
unfortunately had the bad luck of playing after the fall of Yugoslavia 
(Macedonia was one of the ex-Yugoslavia states) and with that they 
were doomed to be marginal before they even started playing!!! 
However, this generation has done a lot for the scene because of their 
united performances, i.e. HC/punk, .crossover, hip hop. bands played 
together!!! Most of the people from that generation right now are the 
leaders and supporters of the scene. 

From that period are the bands: “NEW POLICE STATE”, “RIPPING 
TREATMENT”, “NO NAME NATION?” (split EP with Bila Billa Blla on 
Tian An Man in France), “FLUX”, 

“BOOMBY«x...”, “TANK WARNING NET” (they have realized one split 
EP and have appearance on few international compilation and split 
tapes), “CORPUS”, “DISCLASS”... 

The late 90’s brought the “SMUT”, “BRAIN GHETTO”, “NIHILIST”, 
“SIDEWALK”, “RUT”... There are a lot of new bands now like: 
“PANMIXIA”, “DEDICATED FOR LIFE”, “FOREVER POSITIVELY 
OBSESSED”, “SOLUNSKI ATENTATORI”... | hope that the ones 
which | didn’t mention won't be offended, and of course the reason for 
that is that most of the bands split up after only 3-4 gigs!!! 

That’s why | have to repeat that the list of the bands, which existed on 
the Macedonian scene, is much bigger. The concerts here are a real 
rarity, especially the ones of the foreign bands. Except for the 
UNDERGROUND festival which has been held 5 times now, we can 
see a lot of bands from South-Eastern Europe, and that’s it. The 
fanzines started to be made in the late 80’s with the issuing of the first 
Macedonian zine TESKOTO. In the early 90’s_ we also had “OUR 
FUTURE”, ‘TERRORIST’, “I BOL | BES”...in the mid 90’s “FACTORY 
SMOG IS A SIGN OF PROGRESS”...and in the late 90’s “K.U.K.M.O.”, 
“BABAROGA’, “KAKA” (Still exists), “REVOLUCIJA”...Now there are a 
few zines such as “COR CORDIS’, “PO-FAN”, the newsletter “SO 
GLAVA NIZ ZID”, “SPIRIT”’,"PROGRESS’,”ZBRC”,”NON 
VIOLENCE?”...and there are a few ( “HEXUS’”) in preparation. There 
are a few distributions (HC, BABAROGA, REVOLT, CORPUS 
DELICTI, KAKA, H2DC...) The last four are also tape labels. That 
would be all!!! 

The conclusion is that it’s very difficult to encore on 
the Macedonian scene because besides the 
isolation of Macedonia (You need visa for almost 
every country in the world) another thing is difficult 
poverty which starts worrying me a lot and gives me 
an impression that it would never end. 

And now this fuckin war situation on top of 
everything!!! If you want to co-operate with me- 
about scene or if you want real information about 
everything here please feel free to write me to the 
following address: 


CORPUS DELICTI TAPES AND RECORDS 


Tosho Filipovski 
Bregalnicka 36 
2300 Kocani 
Macedonia 


corpus @ freemail.org.mk 


Some usefull address: 


Babaroga Distribution: Tocila 1, A3/23, & 
4800 Prilep 
New Police State (anarcho punk/rock): 
Borka Taleski 60/4/3, 1000 Skopj 
No Name Nation (punk/rock): Narodni Heroi 
21/2-27, 1000 Skopje 
Flux (punk) Tank Warning Net (crust) Rut 
{posi/punk): Bul. JNA 23/3-13, 1000 Skopje 
Progress zine: dragmlad @ hotmail.com 
d_jancevski@ hotmail.com 
Solunski Atentatori (working class/punk/hc): 
Vidoe Smilevski Bato 9-2/4, 1000 Skop} 
Dedicated For Life (sxe metal/nc): Jur 
gagarin 17/2-18, 1000 Skopje 
Nihilist (metal/hc): Koce Metalec 2V/14, 
1000 Skopje — 
Panmixia (grind/noise/hec), 
So Glava Niz Zid (newsletter): 
so_glava_niz_zid@hushmail.com 
Smut (new school), Spirit (zine), h2adc 
(distro): Peklanje 1/31, 1000 Skopje 
smut_gorgi@ yahoo.com 
Revolt Tapes & distribution: 4 Juli, 4-1/2, 
1060 Skopje praz@freemail.org.mk 
Cor Cordis zine: vasilg@ hotmail.com 
ZBRC zine & Nema Labavo Production: 
H.T. Karposh 22, 1000 Skopje 
sidewalk @freemail.org.mk 
Hexus zine: Cedomir Minderovic 29, 1000 
Skopje hexus @freemail.org.mk 
HC Colective & distribution: 
direktna_akcija@ yahoo.com 


Tank Warning Net 


This piece was first published by some 
friends of ours on a handy A4 sized 
sheet, available at gigs. However, the 
ideas in it are so good and relevant we 
felt we’d help spread them further afield 
by printing it in RTB... 

Illustrations by Steve Hyland, and do not 
reflect the way the rest of the RTB 
collective dress... 


1. Pay attention to where and how 
you spend your money. Is your . 
money going to support companies 
that don't care about you? Are they 
destroying the environment, 
industrialising animals, treating your 
friends who work for them like they 
. rr may as well not exist? Are they 
reer ; sertot panies frying as hard as they can to sell 
you a product that gives you cepts AU ee about it for a second) Are their 
advertisements designed to manipulate you, to make you feel insecure or make 
their product seem like more than it really is? You don't need to give those 
muthafuckers your money! For that matter—do you buy many things that you 
don’t need? Soft drinks and shit-food at the shops, for example? Do you end 
up spending a lot of money whenever you want to relax and have a good time? 
ere are a thousand things you and your friends can do that are fun, creative, 
and don’t cost anything (having intense discussions, exploring hidden parts of 
your town, making music—instead of drinking at bars or going to movies and restaurants Ba, 
just as there a thousand ways you can eat and live more Fab yee ot Bombs, building : 
furniture instead of buying it, living in big houses with a bunch of friends). Once — experiment a bit, you'll 
probably find that you enjoy life a lot more when you’re not always shelling ouf cash for it. 


2. Now that you spend less, you can work less, too! Think about how much more time that gives you to do 
other things. Not only will it be easier to do ngs that help you spend less, like volunteering at Food Not 
Bombs (the less you work, the more time you have to make sure you don't need to), you’l'also be able to 
do all the things you never had time for before: you can travel, exercise, spend more time with your friends 

and lovers. When it’s sunny and beautiful outside, you can go out and enjoy it! 


3. And Ph! have time to do the other things or need to do to take back control of your life and your . 
world. First, start reading. It doesn’t really matter what, so long as it makes you think about things and gives 
- you new ideas of your own. Read novels about human beings struggling against their society, like George 
Orwell's 1984, Ursula Le Guin’s The Dispossessed; read the beautiful, dreamers’ prose of Jeanette 
Winterson or Henry Miller. Read history: learn about the Spanish revolution in the 1930’s, (Murra 
Bookchin’s The Spanish Anarchists - The Heroic Years) where whole cities were run by the people who 
lived in them, rather than by governments; or thie on-going eco-struggle in the UK 
documented by the Do or Die series; and the battles in the streets like Paris 
: ay 1968, see Enrages & Situationists in the Occupation Movement; see who 
invented the classic Goewey car in 1911, by a group of French Anarcho-lillegalists called the Bonnot 
Gang. Read philosop Y. read about ecological issues, read vegan cookbooks and underground ‘zines 
oe and everything you can get your hands on. Go to the library, go to the second-hand 
ookshops. 


4. peraing isn’t the nae ste | you can expand your horizons and clarify your ideas. Talk to people. 
about the things that interest you, arguing when you don’t agree, so you'll get to know your own ~ 
beliefs better. Write to the people who are ough he ‘zines you like, discuss and debate things with 
them, ask them for directions to find out more about your interests. T ae about your own 

ideas, and sharing that with people until you feel contident doing this. Travel to different places, try to 
learn about other cultures and communities, so you'll have more than one perspective on the world and 

? you can start to imagine what the world is like through other people’s eyes. 


atk) pRATHY 5. Now you'll know what you want, and you can go about getting it. Seek out other poopie and 

I) roups with similar goals, and figure out how to support them or participate in what they’re oe. 
ag '//), aybe you can copy fliers and give them out at shows; maybe oe can organise benefit shows for 
\iiiaae 7 organisations you want to support (Solidarity groups, Prisoner upport benefits). Maybe there are 


public ae and demonstrations going on that you want to be part of. Try to help find ways to 
make these more challenging and fun than just a bunch of people holding signs; everyone’s so ° 
_bored with doing that that there must be a more effective and exciting way to go about 9 


6. You cat start your own projects as well, you know. If there’s no Food Not Bombs in your area, 


get a group of people together and find some local businesses that will donate their leftover food. A 
there’s something fucked up at your school or college or workplace, try organising a walkout to = 3s 
force the “authorities” to do some ing about it, and to show everyone that those “authorities” only 
have as much power as we let them have. If the main street of your town lacks life and 
excitement, try organising an unexpected festival to take place in the middle of it one weekend. 
Shake up arayones lives and expectations, shake them out of their apathy and boredom so 
_they’ll start thinking about ae stablish networks with other people who are also interested : 
in having an effect on the world around them, so you can help each other do this. BLISSFULLY IGNORANT 


____ 7. Through all of this, don’t stop questioning yourself and your assumptions. Try to see through NOT Your 
all the social pean /ou've received throughout your life: consider how gender roles constrain the way why eiiduup Youcaltet’§ 
you act, how your own relationships with people reproduce the same hierarchical order that you’re fighting in eT el 
mainstream society. We're not going to really change anything unless we can create new ways of livingand jn VI 
interacting, new values that show themselves in the way we treat each other. Show your friends how much you ~~ r= ‘S#*——~ 
care about them. Consider doing things you never thought you should or could do: dancing, singing, admitting a 
things that you’ve been taught to be ashamed of. : 


8. Now look to the future. How can you stay involved with these things as yon get older? How can you construct 
your life so you will always be free to do what you want to? Talk to people older than you who haven't given up 
and gone back to the daily grind of eat-work-sleep-watch TV. With a little input from them and a lot of resolve 
on your part, you can maintain your activities and ge lifestyle as long as you want to. Idealism, adventure, 
and resistance don’t have to be reserved for youth alone. History is filled with men and women who 
refused to compromise or calm down, who went all out from the cradle to the grave. They 
are the artists, the leaders, the heroes and heroines even /people from the mainstream 
respect. We can all have lives like theirs if we’re brave and idealistic enough. 


lf all of us demand control over what we do and what goes on around us, if all of us do 
what we can to make life exciting and fair for everyone, things are bound to change. A 
lot of people know that we don’ live in the best of all possible worlds, but persuade 
themselves that it’s hopeless to try to improve things because they're afraid to 
commit themselves, to take any risks. But it’s that lack of ambition that is the 
biggest risk of all—for what if you do nothing, and nothing bey oat and we 
¢ — lose our chance to make this world the paradise it should be? Don’t be shy or A 
~  timid—there’s nothing more exciting than ae an active role in the world 
‘i = around you, and there’s nothing more worthwhile! 
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SOLUTE 


Vi na Wor ld where the global corporations are all powerful 


and our governments are either passive, or worse, complicit in the 
environmental destruction and human suffering these corporations cause, 
it is not uncommon or surprising that we feel powerless to stop the 
economic tidal wave that ravages the environment under the illusion of 
‘progress’. This tidal wave of economic power is felt nowhere stronger 
than in the Pacific rim, where wild nature and some of the last remaining 
wild cultures are under threat. The region is rich in the scarce resources 
that the West craves, that multinational corporations will bring to market 
at any human and environmental price, and which provide a valuable 
export income stream for the regions’ governments if they can ensure 
access for these corporations. 


As a result tribal societies are either being exterminated or forcibly 
assimilated into our over homogenised and culturally sterile ‘modern’ 
world, forced from the land and (like ourselves) transformed into a cheap 
and disposable economic input and integrated into industrialised society. 
These are some of the few remaining areas of the greatest bio-diversity 
and ecological fragility in the world, and in a world with an insatiable 


- appetite for natural resources, absolutely ripe for destruction. But 


resistance is alive and fertile in the region. Inspired by the successful 
indigenous people’s revolution on a small island called Bougainville, the 
tribal peoples on other islands in the South Pacific are digging in and 
fighting back too. The people of Bougainville decided ‘enough was 
enough’ and shut down the mines, kicked out corporations and the 
occupying forces to reclaim their culture and their harmony with nature. 


Despite being far from over, the story of Bougainville is an inspiring one, 
not just for the people of the Pacific Rim, but for all of us. How these 
people came so far with so little holds many lessons for us all. At the very 
least it shows how those in power will react when they are truly 
threatened. The flowering of resistance in West Papua and the Philippines 
provide much needed proof that all isn’t necessarily lost. The momentum 
of this resistance needs to be sustained. We can learn from these people 
who still know what freedom is. Supporting the indigenous people of the 
south pacific is an opportunity to support a real and total fight against 
global capitalism. Tribal peoples in the region are fighting in their own 
way and they need our support so that their resistance can become strong 
enough to stop their own destruction and also powerful enough to 
reverberate back into our societies. Though our worlds are different, our 
struggle is the same - to regain our freedom and to retain, or in our case 
rediscover, a culture that exists in balance with nature and not against it. 


OPM - The Free Papua Movement 


“We feel that these policies are hurting us and we are fighting back. 
Actually the basic idea was to preserve life - it is our life that we want to 
preserve. We dont want any policy which comes from outside and 
changes everything. All people are working to defend the culture, the 
survival of people” - representative of the OPM. 


The West Papuan tribes are facing genocide. Cast your mind back a short 
time and visualize the atrocities committed by Indonesian troops in East 
Timor. The situation is identical in West Papua. Both peoples are being 
exterminated because they stand in the way of resources that Indonesia 
wished to get its hands on. Whilst the genocide in East Timor has come 
to an end, the conflict is on-going in West Papua. In fact, after a few 
token gestures by the Indonesian Government, it’s back to the jackboot 
approach personified by the Suharto regime. 


The indigenous people of West Papua live a semi-nomadic life, hunting, 
fishing and growing food. For many their first contact with ‘outsiders’ 
and our culture has been with Christian missionaries, or with the 
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Indonesian army, who forcibly and violently occupied the country in the 
1960’s. The environment of West Papua is stunning and has incredible 
bio-diversity. The Mamberano basin in particular contains some of the 
most beautiful and diverse forest regions on the earth. It is also 
immensely rich in resources and as a consequence it is a GDP jewel in 
the Indonesian crown, there to be exploited by the world’s great 
extraction companies with the Indonesian governments blessing and 
military support. 


Huge infrastructure building programmes are taking place - building 
dams and industrial complexes, as well as the development of logging, 
plantations and mining - all involving the forced removal of tribes people 
from their traditional land and way of life and the introduction of 
transmigration schemes - that is the large-scale forced movement of 
100,000s of indigenous people off the land. Those people who survive 
the forced relocation face a life of misery living in the emerging squalid 
shanty towns and working as cheap labour in the gleaming new industrial 
estates. It is the common story of global capital moving in and the people 
being forced out and into providing the next valuable resource after 
minerals and wood - cheap, expendable labour. The plan is to move more 
than 300,000 people to the area from other parts of Indonesia. The agenda 
behind this is twofold: to provide the necessary workforce and to as 
quickly as possible develop the area and fill it with Indonesians so as to 
make it harder for West Papua to justify independence. In the Mamberano 
region alone an area of land equal to the size of the southern half of 
Britain will be completely laid to waste with this development. 


Companies such as the British Rio Tinto Zinc (RTZ) and US based 
Freeport McMoran are mining for the copper and gold; Conoco, a US oil 
giant is drilling in West Papua and good old BP is after the gas. Even the 
Indonesian army owns logging companies which are raping the 
rainforests. In essence the Indonesian regime’s aim to impose a modern 
economy has brought poverty, social conflict and eco-damage throughout 
the outer islands of the Indonesian archipelago, but nowhere more than 
in West Papua. 


The Organanisasi Papua Merdeka (OPM), or Free Papua Movement 
began to emerge around 1969. To repress the determined resistance the 
Indonesian Government has been killing its indigenous people and also 
systematically destroying the island’s wild areas. Over the years the 
Indonesian army has killed some 300,000 people at least; and they are 
still killing any one who opposes them with help from ‘friends’-in the 
West, particularly the US and Britain. The OPM demands total 
independence from Indonesia. They do not want copper mines, logging 
companies, oil drilling companies or investment. They want their forests 
un-raped, their rivers safe from pollution and the very earth beneath them 
undisturbed by mining and drilling. The people want their freedom and 
to be left alone to live their lives in tandem with nature. Despite the mass 
murder, tribal people continue to resist the destruction of their homeland, 
race and cultures. The OPM’s 6,000 strong guerrilla army is holed up in 
the forests and fighting the Indonesian army with their traditional tools: 
spears, bows and arrows against helicopters, guns and jet fighters. 
Against all the odds, living a life stripped to the bare necessities, the 
OPM are holding out. They are not professional soldiers and none of 
them want to fight, but for the crime of having the audacity to want to 
live their lives unmolested by the dismal tidal of progress, they have been 
forced to take up arms to fight to survive. 


Resistance in the Philippines 


The Philippines are home to some of the last surviving gatherer-hunter 
tribes. The Agta people are amongst these few truly free and ecological 
societies left in the world. They live compatibly with the local ecology 
and their society is largely non-hierarchical. However most of the land 
that the tribe lives on is being threatened by western logging interests and 
destruction of the environment is taking place at a horrendous rate. These 
powerful interests are working to remove the Agta from their land - their 
land is stolen from them, the rainforests on which they depend for life are 
being cut down. In essence their way of life is being destroyed. 


Like many tribes across the world, the Agta’s numbers are rapidly 
reducing to the low hundreds, exacerbated by government officials 
forcibly taking their children away from them, and their traditional ways 
of life are made increasingly impossible. The end result is the Agta 
people becoming landless refugees in their own land, forced to turn away 
from their traditional lifestyle and culture, to work on farms and in 
factories and assimilated into our more ‘modern’ and ‘correct’ social and 
economic structures - into that illusion we call ‘progress’. 


In other areas of the Philippines resistance to mining and dams has been 
intense. In April 1998 the ‘Unity Pact’ was forged in the Cordillera 
region, increasing the levels of militancy used by indigenous people to 
stop the environmental destruction of their areas. The Cordillera People’s 
Alliance are the first people to have stopped a World Bank funded 
project: the Chico Basin Development Project. The indigenous people of 
the Philippines also have many corporate enemies in the Philippines, 
Canada and Australia. There also links in the UK: Rio Tinto Zinc and TVI 
Pacific. A Canadian company, Crew Development, are fighting for their 
nickel mine proposal -in the Philippines area to go ahead, which will 
result in 12 communities being displaced and an ecologically precious 
area being devastated. They are being assisted by their consultants in the 
UK called David Williamson Associates. 


In 2001 10 hectares of stolen Agta tribal land in Dipuntian on Luzon 
Island was bought for a mere £8,000 and returned to the Agta people. A 
significant proportion of the Agta population now lives on this land. The 
land is also being used to develop a base for action and resistance to the 
corporations logging the rainforest. The continuing aim is to raise a 
further £10,000 so that the Agta can buy an adjoining piece of land. For 
a measly £18,000 (by our standards) an endangered anarchic primal tribe 
can be helped to resist the most immediate factors threatening their 
cultural and personal survival. 


“Doing a Bougainville” ee 
- the inspiring story of the Bougainville eco-revolution 


“We now understand and have seen with our own eyes the destructive 
effects of the copper mine operations on our land, our environment, our 
society and our culture. The mine will remain closed for the rest of our 

lives.” - Bougainville landowners, 1992. 


Bougainville is an island only 7km west from the nearest of the Solomon 
Islands. The Bougainville’s successful eco-revolution not only liberated 
the majority of their island from the Australian-armed Papua New Guinea 
(PNG) army, but also closed one of the world’s biggest copper mines. 
The mine in Bougainville, which was forcibly established in 1969 by 
CRA, an Australian subsidiary of their British mining giant Rio Tinto 
Zinc, has laid waste to the surrounding mountainous area, polluting rivers 
and devastating whole ecologies and communities. The people of 
Bougainville, whose population is only 160,000, have resisted the PNG 
army, kept the mine closed and held their ground for 12 years armed 
primarily with homemade guns made out of water piping and planks. 
Their constant resistance has meant that these self described ‘ecological 
revolutionaries’ are near to total victory - total autonomy in their 
homelands. 


The people of Bougainville resisted the Rio Tinto Zinc corporation’s 
mine from the beginning. In 1969 news footage showed women fighting 
riot cops over survey pegs - and this was just the start! The building of 
the mine saw 800 villagers made homeless and another 1,400 left without 
fishing rights as the land was forcibly seized. The subsistence life of 
gardening and fishing was destroyed and 220 hectares of rainforest was 
poisoned, burnt and bulldozed. After 20 years the mine had grown to a 
huge crater half a kilometre deep and 7km in circumference, creating 
over a billion tonnes of waste. This was dumped into the Jaba valley 
creating a wall of waste hundreds of metres high and turning one of the 
island’s biggest river systems bright blue. 


By 1988, after 2 decades of ignored protests, petitions and compensation 
claims, people had had enough. A handful of islanders stole company 
explosives and destroyed electricity pylons. By using guerrilla tactics 
they succeeded in closing down the mine. At this time the mine 
accounted for around 45%of all PNG’s total export earnings, a hard 
income stream they would not give up easily. As a result a brutal war 
broke out between Bougainville and PNG (secretly aided by the 
Australian Government), where | in 16 people on the island lost their 
lives. The Bougainville Revolutionary Army was formed to defend the 
land and people from further exploitation. Against all odds, including 
being heavily out-gunned, the people of Bougainville survived the harsh 
supply blockade with ecological ingenuity and creativity, the PNG 
soldiers were pushed off most of the island and a semblance of peace was 
established, and people were able to return to their lives and their land. 


Radical Solidarity not Charity 


The indigenous people of the Pacific Rim are wild people and need 
people like us as allies, who understand that their fight is for freedom, not 
just for their rights within the ‘modern’ world, and for a fair share of the 
spoils of ‘development’ and ‘progress’, people who are fundamentally 
questioning the need for development at all. They need people in the 
West who are without agendas and can elevate their voices, not replace 
them with compassionate, but passive ones as do many of the Non- 
Governmental Organisation’s (NGOs) and Church groups. These are 
organisations that have betrayed countless resistance movements in the 
past. Tribal people’s voices are rarely heard, quite often because they are 
not asking for the ‘right’ kind of help. Helping people fight for their lives, 
supporting armed resistance against those who are killing families are not 
attractive causes in the charity industry. These indigenous people don’t 
want the caring development work of these organisations, they just want 
back what they once had - a life without interference. 


Providing financial aid should not be seen as charity, but as one of the 
many tools of solidarity that we have available to us as a result of our 
position in the highly monetarised West. 


Solidarity with West Papua and the OPM 


The OPM have been trying to reach out to the rest of the world for 
support. However they have painfully seen the failure of traditional 
lobbyists and compromise brokers in stopping the development and 
‘genocide at first hand. A representative of the indigenous people traveled 
to the UN’s Indigenous Peoples Conference in Geneva in July 1999, but 
was not permitted to speak by the white westerners running the 
conference! Support for their resistance from more radical sources needs 
to continue. 


Current solidarity activities in the West include sending medical aid to 
West Papua and setting in motion a ‘Human Rights Observer’ project 
there, researching the companies involved in the exploitation of West 
Papua and developing avenues for UK direct action and solidarity 
activity. Earth First activists in Brighton are setting up an office to 
support South Pacific solidarity work in the UK and activists. who are 
traveling to the Pacific to carry out on the ground solidarity work. It is 
hoped that a representative from West Papua will again be able to come 
to the UK and steer solidarity work in the UK. 


Solidarity with the Indigenous People of the Philippines 


The organisation working with the Agta people is Friends of People 
Close to Nature. While supporting the Agta through sending money may 
initially feel like all the other great NGOs who just want your money, but 
no action, just the resources to sustain their alternative ‘industry’ of 
expensive ‘expert philanthropy’, Friends of People Close to Nature is 
different. They are a non-development organisation and who are helping 
the Agta people not only through the buying of land, but also through 
supporting their growing resistance to the destruction of their lives and 
land. Its non-traditional methods of supporting Tribal people win no 
friends among the large NGOs and other funding bodies, therefore the 
support of activists is the only hope for this grass roots solidarity action 
group to get the support and funding it needs to help facilitate the Agta’s 
resistance. 


People around the country are trying to uncover details of the companies 
involved in the destruction of the Philippines and in the future there 
should be actions against them. You can also visit Dipuntian to learn from 
the Agta and provide direct on the ground solidarity. We can support them 
in this way by working on the land, supporting them through their daily 
difficulties, protesting against legal logging, keeping out the ‘evil’ 
missionaries, monitoring and preventing illegal logging, sharing teaching 
and medical skills. The harsh truth is that just the very presence of 
foreigners make the Agta people safer. 


Sustaining the Revolution in Bougainville 


Again it comes down to hard money to strengthen the more militant 
communities on the island and counter the opposite effects of foreign 
charities working there. These communities are resisting the pacifying 
and distorting forces placed on the peace process by the international 
community in the hope of building an anti-independence vote on the 
island. Money is desperately needed for medical aid, clothing and radios 
etc. These people created a revolution from nothing, so even a few 
pounds can make a real difference! 


A week of action in the UK 


A week of action in support of resistance in the South Pacific has been 
called for the 6th-13th of October 2002. Take action against any or all of 
the companies mentioned in this article. Check the Leeds EF! website 
(www.leedsef.org.uk) for more information on targets nearer the time. 
The addresses of the genocidal corporations operating in the Philippines 
can be found on this website and for West Papua check out the West 
Papua Action Update on www.eco-action.org/opm. 


Sharpening the focus of Punk’s activism 


If we believe in pivotal moments, then this is one that the hardcore/punk 
community can act upon. If we sincerely believe in hardcore/punk as a 
form of resistance in our lives, then this community can coalesce around 
these issues in the short term and use our vast array of energy, resources 
and creativity to focus and accomplish some reachable goals. Activists in 
the UK are galvanizing to provide solidarity and financial help to these 
besieged idigenious communities who are resisting the destruction of 
their world. With our significant history of raising money through benefit 
gigs and our innovative ways of spreading information, this is one 
challenge we can rise to. We ask for your support on this - donate, 
organise, volunteer - whatever your energies and skills enable! In the end 
it is more what we do than what we say that makes a difference. Even 
where the goals are small we can realise our power ‘and help make a 
radical difference to these communities and their environment, and in 
return be inspired by their stand against ruthless global capitalism, apply 
it to our own communities and enable their resistance to fuel our own. 


Contact Addresses: 


Solidarity South Pacific and also the Bougainville Freedom Movement: 
c/o South Downs Earth First!, Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, E. 
Sussex, BN2 2GY. UK. or see: www.eco-action.org/ssp 

Email: solidaritysouthpacific@yahoo.co.uk. Telephone 01273 695505. 
Philippines Solidarity Group: c/o Leeds Earth First!, Cornerstone 
Resource Centre, 16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB. [Send cheques 
payable to “Agta Support Group’] www.leedsef.org.uk 

Friends of People Close to Nature: 33 Gould Close, North Mymms, 
Hatfield, Hartfordshire, AL9 7EB. www.fpcn-global.org 

The Davao City EF! group in the Philippines have a fantastic website at 
www.geocities.com/efdavao 

Check out the OPM website at: www.eco-action.org/opm _ 

Updates on the situation in Bougainville can be found on: 
www.eco-action.org/by ; 

Other interesting websites include: 

www.minesandcommunities.org - for info on indigenous resistance to 
mining or: www.forestmonitor.org - for reports on logging activities in 
the region. 


This article was written by Slendermeans, mercilessly culling from available 
resources. We operate an information stall and sell punk and political related books 
at hardcore and punk concerts predominantly in the Yorkshire area. A website will 
be up and running soon. Feel free to contact us on punk related activities for the 
South Pacific or if you are interested in us having our stall at your gig. 

Contact us at Slendermeans1@yahoo.com 


Rei LANCE: 


Missionaries and Genocide of the 
Gatherer-hunters. 


What’s wrong with missionary work? Is it not the first steps to destroying 
a people’s way of life and culture? Tribes are softened by Christianity and 
ripped apart by the onward march of capitalism and progress. People are 
encouraged to settle, to come in from the jungle and to abandon their 
nomadic life. This pacification of tribal groups is tantamount to cultural 
genocide. Indigenous people of West Papua, have also accused 
missionaries of leaving their villages and areas before an attack by 
Indonesian forces and then returning afterwards to save yet more souls. 
Obviously, ‘the flock’ counts for little. 

The New Tribes Mission (www.ntm.org) are one of the main evangelical 
organisations. They have been operating in tribal areas worldwide for 50 
years and remain committed to its goal of reaching people who have no 
access to the Gospel. Their primary reason for existence is to train and 
equip missionaries to teach and translate evangelism in a ‘cross cultural 
setting’. New Tribe Bible Schools (www.ntbi.org) offer the potential 
missionaries training. Today more than 3,000 missionaries serve 
throughout the world even though they claim that “thousands of tribes 
have yet to hear the gospel.” 


Disrupting the God Squad 


Send comments you have to: NTM in the UK: New Tribes Mission UK, 
North Cotes, Grimsby, Lincolnshire, DN36 5XU,. www.ntm.org.uk, 
phone: 01472 387700, fax: 01472 387707. [General enquiries: 
info@ntm.org.uk, bible and missionary training centre 
bmtc@ntm.org.uk] 

You can also contact missionaries in the field, perhaps let them know 
what you think of their work in tribal areas. 
(www.ntm.org/who/web.shtml). 

You can subscribe for a FREE NTM magazine, ntm@work, for a trial 
period!!! Try - www.ntm.org/connect/mag. 


A brief history of resistance in West Papua 


May 1963 West Papua passes from Dutch to Indonesian control on the 
condition of a referendum on their status within 6 years. 

July 1965 Kebar Incident - the first outbreak of hostilities to Indonesian 
control. Indonesian troops attacked, OPM emerges out of this unrest. 
Jan 1967 Rebellion in the south east of the country, a ‘Free Papua State’ 
declared. Indonesians under ‘Operation Annihilation’ kills 3,500 
villagers. 

Aug 1969 ‘Act of Free Choice’ - 1025 Papuans allowed to vote on 
maintaining Indonesian rule, but cheated of a free choice. 

1977 Indonesia attempts to eliminate OPM bases. 5,000 people killed in 
the offensive. 

July 1977 Amungme people protest against Freeport”s Grasberg mine. 
Indonesia retaliates and kills 3,000 people. 

May 1978 OPM ambushes and kidnaps Indonesian officers and releases 
in exchange for weapons and supplies. 

1981 OPM supporters attacked by chemical weapons and bombing after 
being filmed by a Dutch film crew. Up to 13,000 people killed. 

Oct 1981 Prisoners freed from prison by OPM, 58 logging workers taken 
hostage. Many OPM suspects murdered and heads impaled as a warning. 
Aug 1986 Indonesia launches ‘Operation skewered meat’ sends 4,000 
refugees to PNG. saps 

Jan 1996 OPM take 26 hostages. 

March 1996 Riot in Freeport, closes mine for days. Riots spread, 
government buildings burnt down in Nabire by thousands of protesters. 
Aug 1998 Grasberg mine witnesses all out strike and closes for 4 days. 
Oct 2000 Fighting in Wamena. 24 Indonesian police killed. War begins 
in Jayapura after Indonesians refuse to recognise human rights of 
Papuans. Missionaries warned by OPM of their complicity with the 
Indonesian military. 

Nov 2000 USA resumes military support for Indonesia. Baliem valley 
Papuans side with Indonesian forces and move to fight the OPM. 
Indonesia now recruiting East Timor style militia groups. 


A brief history of Bougainville and its resistance 
Bougainville originally colonised by the Dutch, under German control 
during WWI and passed to Australia in 1918. 

1969 CRA, a subsidiary of RTZ establishes copper mine on Bougainville. 
1975 Papua New Guinea (PNG) gains independence from Australian 
control. Bougainville placed under PNG flag with a promised future 
plebiscite on independence. 

1988 Islanders steal dynamite and destroy buildings, machinery and 
pylons. The mine is closed. War breaks out and the Bougainville 
Revolutionary Army (BRA) forms. 

1995 BRA representatives arrange to meet PNG government. PNG army 
fired on them when they turned up. 

1996 PNG commits massive yearly incursions but the BRA beat them 
every time. This year is the biggest operation to date. PNG Prime 
Minister forewarned, “your darkest hour has arrived”. PNG destroyed 
villages but the BRA won. 

Jan 1997 PNG government hired London based mercenaries, Sandline 
International -(at the forefront of counter revolutionary warfare) to 
contain and neutralise BRA. Sandline eventually sent packing from PNG 
after a crisis in the PNG military.and demonstrations by a rioting public. 
July 1997 BRA strength increased and a peace treaty is initiated. 

30 April 1998 Cease-fire UN peace monitoring group allowed to 
participate. 

Aug 1998 Pan Bougainville Leaders’ Congress called for Bougainville’s 
self-determination. 

May 1998 Kabui, BRA leader wins elections. PNG and New Zealand 
tried to subvert elections. PNG army yet to pull out - an agreement of the 
peace process 

April 2000 PNG still promises a future referendum on independence but 
hopes to foster an anti-independence vote on the island 

April 2002 US court case against RTZ over pollution of Bougainville. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Firstly this is gonna be 
| Out too late to advertise 
FASCL FEST. el 
because it is published 
| the day before the Fest, 
but I'd like to thank in 
advance all the bands 
.| for playing & everyone 
3 who comes/ came 
along. Hopefully things 
went smoothly & you all 
had fun (the prime 
objective). 
massive thank you to 
all the people behind 
the scenes at the 1 In 
12 Club for the venue, the bar & mostly the café, which is seriously 
hard work (& every fucker moans like fuck) I’m already looking 
forward to Fast Fest 2, in April/May 2003. Send me you demo for 
consideration. But in case you’ve not got yet it you’ve gotta be 
Fast, no pop punk, no emo, no slow heavy bands — play your own 
fests (but send me you demo anyway!) 


| think I'll start by mentioning probably the best new(ish) label in 
the UK. In At The Deep End records is going from strength to 
strength. At the moment there is a bit of a void regarding a quality 
labels & they are filling that void nicely. Its great to see a label that 
covers lots of different styles of hardcore & not only that but they 
give plenty of support to each band & they are promoting in a DIY 
way — hats off.to them. I’m not too sure if you can still email them 
for a free sampler but here’s their web address anyway 
www.inatthedeependrecords.co.uk or 82 Barlow Drive South, 
Awsworth, Notts, NG16 2TD, UK. They’ve just put out the Send 
More Paramedics CD (vinyl to follow on Violent Change), which 
got KKKK in Kerrang! A DEVILS CD is to follow soon (shame the 
sound quality sucks on their song on the free sampler). 


Heel Turn Media is a new label to me. They’ve just released the 
second full length CD from Finland@s, Echo Is Your Love called 
“8 Hours” along with If Society and Epicentre Records. Echo are 
kind of a mix of Fugazi and Sonic Youth with incredible angelic 
female vocals. They've just completed a European tour with Hero 
Dishonest. You can get a copy of the CD for £6.50 ppd (Cheques 
to “D.Cullern”) from Heel Turn Media, PO Box 291, Orpington, BR6 
8LW, UK, or check out www.heelturnmedia.homestead.com for 
more info. Next up the Anti-Folk comp CD which will be hardcore 
kids playing acoustic songs, this includes; Kevin Devine, Mike 
Park, Dann Potthurst (MU330), Short Term Diary, The Oubillette 
(Penny from Afraid of the Dark), Keith Welsh, Kenneth from 
Beezewax and a couple more. Should be out in September. After 
that they’re releasing the debut full length CD from Orpington punk 
rock legends the Griswalds! Expect Queers and Ramones 
comparrisons a plenty! 


3 ex-members of Yardstick (old sludge pioneers from:the early 
90’s) have a new band together called Violent Rockheads, who list 
the Melvins for inspiration. Gigs will be on the way in October. 
Contact valda @ rhee8.freeserve.co.uk 


Land Of Treason is winding down as a distro/ mailorder (there is a 
lot of this happening eg. Caught Offside (my disto) is very much on 
the back burner at the moment, Armed With Anger is no more, Flat 
Earth is slowly winding down) but will be continuing as a label 
(they still have copies of the’ Dead Inside debut7”) DEAD INSIDE 
have split by the way. Land Of Treason honcho Pete Osmond has 
a new band called Humans The Size Of Microphones. Pete used 


to be in Kitchener but this new band sound nothing like that. : 


They're gigging regularly around the south coast region. And their 
debut release is out soon - a five track CD EP. Originally it was 


Also, a. 
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going to be a split LP with Electric Wizard, but as they appear to 
be (currently/temporarily) split-up they’ve decided to go it alone. 
Pete tells me they sound like older Ebullition bands with the spirit 
of old West Country anarcho bands like the Mob, Subhumans and 
Amebix. Pete/Land Of Treason, P.O. BOX 2454, DORCHESTER, 
DORSET, DT2 8YT. peteosmond @hotmail.com 


SHANK’s Coded Messages in Slowed Down Songs LP/ CD is 
finally out on Deep Six and 625 and they have copies for sale. The 
CD is £5.50 and LP is £6pp in the UK, cheques to A Nolan (Flat 
1/1, 274 Kilmarnock Road, Glasgow, G43 2XS, Scotland). 


Anyone outside of the UK should email 
shank_glasgow @ hotmail.com if they can’t find it at a reasonable 
price. They also have four songs on the new Barbaric Thrash 
2xCD and 7” comp that 625 released, their songs are live four 
track versions of songs on the LP recorded on their Australian tour 
two years ago and released in an extremely small quantity as a 
demo a long time ago. They're going on tour with Shikari for about 
a week on the mainland in November too. Recording for a split 12” 
with El Nudo on 625 very soon. Which will be the first time they’ve 
recorded in a real studio in the 4 1/2 years they’ve been together. 
Jason has been asked to do the art for a Prank Records sampler 
CD and we’re playing the 625/ Prank/ Six Weeks fest in Feb in San 
Francisco, then doing a very short tour down to LA. 


NATION OF FINKS have a 16 song, fourteen minute CDR 
available, Andy and Jamie from Shank and Stiff and Tommy from 
Scunnered, they have been compared to Agnostic Front, No For 
An Answer, Negative Approach etc, £1.25 for a CDR, to the 
address above, we can be contacted at 
(nationoffinks @ hotmail.com) (And I’m still waiting for my copy!) 


Oi Polloi follow up their recent trip to Slovenia with a short tour of 
Holland and Belgium as this goes to press and will be playing also 
at the massive three day Geneva anti-fascist festival in 
Switzerland on 17,18, 19th October along with the likes of the 
ANGELIC UPSTARTS, BLAGGERS, INNER TERRESTRIALS 
and dozens more. More info at: www.anarchie.net/rudeboysunity 


There’s a new FIG 4.0 and TWOFOLD split 7” coming out soon on 
The Action Index Records(38 Palmer Park Avenue, Reading, RG6 
1UD or theaction_index @ hotmail.com for info.). An 8 song 7” with 
3 newies by each band and a cover of each other’s songs. Other 


upcoming stuff includes a 5” from Trencher (casio grind noise) and 
a video about UK hardcore & punk, (any video submissions of live 
performances are real welcome, the running theme being ‘why do 
we do it?’) 


Manchesters’ Burn All Flags have reformed for a few months now, 
with a new bass player and an added vocalist. A 7” should be 
available in a couple of months. 


Southampton kings of thrash, Parade of Enemies are currently 
working on a 12” for Enslaved Records. We can’t wait! 


On Saturday November the 2nd RampWorkx Skatepark in Aintree, 
Liverpool will be hosting the 2nd “NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD” 
all night skate jam. Everyone is invited to come along and raise 
hell from dusk till dawn (thats 5pm till sunrise) for this power 
packed extravaganza. With live music from Scissor Fight, Boxed 
In, Manifesto Jukebox, Dukes Of Nothing, Send More Paramedics 
and The Sex Maniacs starting at 8:30, you can bring your board 
and session till you drop and witness the mentality that is the 
Antihnero and DLX skate teams from SF, Lord, Wisdom and Vans 
teams from the UK. Last years night was reported to be absolutely 
crazy! Check out the ad elsewhere in this issue, 
www.rampworkx.com, www.LORDclothing.com or email 
MEATCLAW @aol.com for more info. 


Eroding Empire, out of 56a info shop in south London has been 
running for a while now and has a new website listing pretty much 
all DIY goings on in and around the london area. Serving the local 
community as bike workshop, whole food co-operative stall, 
meeting point, and zine libarary (where you should be able to pick 
up RTB zines!) 56a is a great place to visit when in london to hang 
out and drink tea, or meet like minded interesting people. They 
release a regular newsletter/listings guide available both on paper 
or via email so check out http:/Awww.eroding.org.uk, or email 
info @ eroding.org.uk to show them your support. 


GERMANY 


English speaking HC/Punk internet fanzine 


www.enoughfanzine.com is always looking for talented artists for : 


possible features in their constantly growing art section. They’ve 
already done interviews with the following, mostly HC/ Punk 
rooted, artists: Derek Hess, Gee Vaucher, John Yates; SINC, Lars 
Henkel, Florian Bertmer, SAT ONE and more. So have a look and 
contact them at wave1 @web.de 


SPAIN 

by Paco 

So quiet in the Spanish Front this month, at least | haven't 
received many news so here we go... 

OMEGA CINCO finished their USA tour, they recorded a new 12” 
whilst in LA that will be released in GSL early next year . They have 


their split 7” with Dutch thrashers POINT OF FEW and split 10” : 200000 songs they need to fill an LP ready soon... yes, early 


with NEBUR (their keyboard player noise project ) out already. If 
you need to contact them try ozono_coalition@hotmail.com, the 
label run by two OMEGA CINCO members. They also released the 
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well, their new CD “Manos que estrechan planes de muerte y 


sometimiento” is out and sounds amazing, a great blend of 
ORCHID with powercrust. They have another LP out split with 
UNSANE CRISIS, another Madrid grindcore band that reminds 
me DISCORDANCE AXIS, both LPs in La Idea again. 

EKKAIA will have a new 7” out but no date has been set up yet, 
keep your eyes peeled since this band smokes. 

DENAK keep working in their LP, so hopefully they'll have the 


: NAPALM DEATH grindcore here. They have been touring Europe 
: recently and will tour the West Coast of USA in January 2003, 


SORAMAME 7”, if you like fast brutal hardcore you should check : 


it out. 
The new SIN DIOS LP “Odio al imperio” is out, they just came 
back from their Japanese tour and in the near future they are doing 


They just put out a new 7” split with GORED FACE and besides 
the new LP a new 10” and a CD compiling traxs from their early 


; 7’s will be out soon. Check them out since they are sincere and 


two new splits 7” with SHIKARI and MAKILADORAS. | don’t know ? 


how do they manage to write that many songs, because they are 
touring lot again. Next tour Holland in November. 

LOOKING FOR AN ANSWER/ KONTRAATAQUE Split CD should 
be out early October in La idea (laidea@sindios.net ) LFAA are 


from Madrid ‘and play grindcore “ala AGORAPHOBIC * guerra social es inevitable” edited in K& for the price of 1 euro and 


. NOSEBLEED or EXCRUCIATING TERROR, KOONTRAATAQUE 


are a Latino band from LA who play he-grind-punk with lyrics about : superb intelligent lyrics. Some of them also play in ESTIGIA who, at 


LAGRIMAS Y RABIA will have a new CD out in October also in La : last , got their “La caida del imperio...” 7” released !!!! Keep your 


the problems of the Latino community in. USA. 


_Idea, melodic punk with amazing lyrics. | love them, no shit. 
EKKAIA (nihilistcrust@ hotmail.com )came back from their Euro 
tour with CEMENTERIO SHOW and seems like they did pretty 


: NEGATIVE FX worship here but 


honest people (chunchurreta@ sindios.net ) 

MALA RAZA celebrated their 10 years of punk with a big weekend 
party in the middle of nowhere in a squatted town. Not much info 
about this, just that it was a blast ! They have some new stuff like 
the Net Weight/ Bad Taste 7” and Karnvapen Attack 7” , check it 
out at disdani@ hotmail.com 

Also from Zaragoza NECESIDAD DE LUCHAR got their CD “La 


that it sounds 100% pro. Great hardcore ala IGNITE but with 


eyes open for their new band .... ANARQUIA, SLAPSHOT/ 


with SXE_ anarchist 


r 
PIEDRAS Y GASOLINA (piedrasygasolina@msn.com ) distro are 
releasing stuff now, they just put out the |.A.F./RAHAKKA Split 7”, 
this is the posthumous recording by IAF and its probably the best 
they have ever done, Nordic punk at its best RAHAKKA are fronr 
Finland and play some extreme hardcore that actually is really 
good. Also HUMAN BASTARD CD, this is probably with 
DESTRUCCION the best D-beat band from Spain right now, plain 
amazing punk and anger like the early SELFISH meets DOOM. 
DESTRUCCIOW/ NAILBITER split LP will be out by 15th October, 
Destruccion are the new hope of the Spanish D-beat punk scene 
with a total in your face attitude. Naibiter are from Brazil and Italy 
but are based in London and in this recording they do 7 traxs of 
pure nihilist punk, Swedish-Jap fiends don’t miss this record. 
DESTRUCCIOW/ SIDA 7” and E150/ ZANUSSI 7” are out too in 
my label so won't be fair to tell you how good they are because you 
should know already, if you don’t, well just try... 

That's all until next time. If you have a band, distro, squat, zine 
whatever and. want it to be here contact me at 
paco @lavidaesunmus. free-online.co.uk 


News from Czech : , : . 
Not much happened during the summer * money could be problem {the usual entrance fee ; PREROV, KROMERIZ, KOJETIN: 
speaking about new bands OL releases. There * is still smaller over here than in the West}, but ; xchurchofskatanx@seznam.cz 
have been some bigger festivals {Fluff Fest in: eyen if you are kind of “we don’t care about  VSETIN: kebab@seznam.cz 
Pilsen, Obscene Fest in Trutnov} and there have : money, we just want come to have a fun and meet * 
been these floods you probably all saw on TV. © new people and learn about new places” band, * SOUTHERN MORAVIA 
From what I have heard the two well known * you should bear in mind that it is much more } BRNO: jirza@email.cz 
Prague’s squats — Papirna and Milada survived : gifficult to set up show over here than for : ZLIN: machetazo@post.cz 
it, even both are located in Holesovice {one of : example in Germany or Holland. Except Prague > BOSKOVICE: doomsday@centrum.cz 
the more damaged quarters}. The water stopped * there are no squats, there are no youth centres : 
just few hundreds meters in front of Papirna... » and most of the gigs are organized in commercial : Check out the more detailed map of Czech Rep. 
But the floods caused the closure of popular : clubs, pubs or village halls. That means much ; to find the smaller places, Bohemia is the more 
hardcore club 007, which is located on College >more work and financial pressure for the « west part of the country, Moravia the eastern 
~ campus on Strahov hill, where now the victims : potential organizer. The least {and in my opinion : {bordering with Slovakia} in case you didn’t 
of floods are housed. It should be opened again * basic — if you want to tour} thing you can do is at ¢ know. 
in second half of September, few gigs have been * first RELEASE something {vinyl, CD} and then : 
cancelled or were moved elsewhere. Speaking : DISTRIBUTE it widely — especially to the + 3. Advice 
about squats, there is new house squatted sad : country you plan-to tour: It is also sometimes : I would suggest to do at least 2 or 3 gigs in 
Prague — quite near the last year evicted » possible to have some Czech label to release tape : Czech, not only one in Prague like bands usually 
Ladronka squat. It is called “Safranka” and you : of your band over here — tape reissues of foreign : do. Be adventurous and try the smaller unknown 
can reach it by bus nr, 167 {station “Na : band’s records are quite popular over here and * places — many times you would be pleasantly 
Safrance”} or by bus nr. 191 {station “Vypich”} : can easily sell few hundred copies for a cool and : surprised. Book your tour 3 months in advance. 
from metro station “Andel”. The squat Is closely » affordable price. I am not here to tell you what to ; Bring your passports! I will be nice guy and 
connected to different Czech anarchist gTOUPS * do or not, this is just my personal opinion — if you + won’t mention the names of stupid bands whose 
and is doing pretty well — the city tried to evict ° have nothing out and you don’t tour together * members are so political that they even don’t 
it, but till now unsuccessfully and there are * with some better known band, then stay at home ‘know that Czech Rep. is not a part of the 
some culture and political actions taking place + _ jt jg really not worth trying. If you need : European Union yet. It means you need the 
already. Other than that, not much to talk about ; contacts for Czech labels/distros {I guess that : passports to cross the borders, otherwise you 
this time {of course there are for example some * mogt of them can only trade} feel free to drop me * will be sent back. Bring your own backline. 
new releases planned, but I rather talk about : a line. : About money, I guess you can count on 
these things when they are sure}, so I decided to : * something like 50-80 EU for a show, if at least 
write down the exciting and adventurous: : 2. Places to play $ like 40 or 50 people show up. Sleeping places 
: ; Keep in mind that nobody from these people is : and food are usually no problem, but you hardly 
The D.I.¥. HC/punk Tour Guide To Czech + making a living of organizing of gigs and that * get any free drinks. 


Republic * there is no guarantee that he will help you. You $ It is usual to book your Czech shows between 
: just may try it and hope for the best. > German ones and Vienna or Bratislava. 
1. Stay at home ‘ : i : 


OK, I will be brutally honest with you — I ‘ PRAGUE: : That’s all ‘about touring, I hope everything will 
organise tours only very rarely {few times a > panirna squat/Milada squat: papirma@post.cz — : work OK for you and you will have nice time 


year — I did tours for ANTICHRIST, RACAK 007 Club: michalxfluff@cbox.cz or : here. 

and now will do one for QUATTRO % rescator@post.cz * And last but not least — around 20th Nov there is 
STAGIONI}, but still I get requests from ¢ * this fucking NATO meeting in Prague and the 
foreign bands about playing our shitty country : NORTHERN BOHEMIA: * borders will be heavily guarded with most of the 
almost every week. Sure, I have no problem ; TEPLICE: rackety@post.cz : “suspicious types” being sent back. It already 
with it. I also try to play with my band abroad : VARNSDORF: pavel.lukacovic@seznam.cz : happened here in September 2000 when 
quite often and I think that it is only natural that « K] ADNO: roadtohell@post.cz * IMF/World Bank meeting took places and 
bands help each other, but... The problem is, = ’ £ several HC bands were not allowed to enter the 
that most of these bands have no releases or they } sgQUTHERN BOHEMIA : country {eg. SUBMISSION HOLD}. I suggest 


have some, but very badly distributed. To sum it * PISEK: vaclav6@centrum.cz or e you shouldn’t try to play Czech in the second 
up — nobody knows them. While like 5 or 10 + jan kloucek@jce.cz * half of November as there is high possibility 
years ago it was no big problem here and people : VODNANY: blacksign@volny.cz = you would be sent back from the borders. 

were attending the shows in masses {shit, : 

DOOM had like 800 people on their gig in my ? EASTERN BOHEMIA 

hometown in 96!}, today there is definitely less = pRELOQUC: tomas@email.cz 

of enthusiasm among the people towards every : NOVE MESTO NAD METUJI: miv@email.cz 
band from the West. Czech Republic {mostly : 

Prague} became one of the favourite : NORTHERN MORAVIA 

destinations for foreign bands tours, which is : ROZNOV POD RADHOSTEM {VRAH Club}: 
fine on one side, but on the other it means these : malarie@applet.cz or zapa@knir.cz 


bands have to struggle more to draw some ? OSTRAVA: sheevayoga@popstar.com 
decent crowd on their shows. Not only the F 


Filip {orba@seznam.cz} 
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This should have probably been 
reviewed in the last issue of RTB 
to co-incide with the author’s joint spoken word tour of 
the UK. However, I’ve only just managed to get though 
the 400+ page book during a recent camping trip to the 
Scottish mountains and islands! Essentially, “Dance Of 
Days” is a historical documentation and reflection on 
Washington DC’s punk scene from the early 1980s until 
the mid-1990s. The history»is.centred around the rise of 
Dischord Records, the coming and gdiigs-of many of the 
bands, the involvement of key individuals along the way; 
interwoven with groups like Positive Force and Riot 
Grrrl, and individual accounts and perspectives. This is all 
incorporated and viewed within DC’s social and political 
context of the time. From my own perspective, the DC 
scene, particularly during the 1980s, was a massively 
influential period for me, one which I still dra 
inspiration from. The history of the bands featured 


Dance Of Days include the likes of Minor Threat, Fugazi, i 
Embrace, Rites Of Spring, Marginal Man, Ignition... 


Swiz... who’re among my favourite bands 
omnis and closure of such bands, interwove 


of Riot Grrrl movement in. he 
finishes on agtles down tu re ok ce 


felt as though ° d early 
until present more recent times had been p 
shunned, left uncharted by Anderson despite 
continued activities of the DC scene. I suspect that this 
lies more with Anderson’s own burn-out in 1990 and the 
author’s own disenchantment with the scene since. While 
Anderson rightly points out that “Dance Of Days” isn’t 
intended to be an authorative history of DC punk, even 
the coverage of the early 1990s scene is loose and 
sporadic, making the title of “...two decades of punk” 
sound a little exaggerated. 


At times, I found the language of “Dance Of Days” to be 
rather subjective, overtly colourful in places and used as 
a launch pad to condemn the actions of some of those 
involved. Reading between the lines suggests that “Dance 
Of Days” is very much both author’s 


book reviews... 


“Dance Of Days — Two Decades of Punk in the Nation’s Capital” 
— Mark Anderson and Mark Jenkins 


zat Said Rome moments in the book were sears 
ting. For example, the account of a Fugazi anti- 
r benefit show outside the White House in 1990, 
heldin'the pouring rain in front of 3000 people 
before the West began dropping bombs on Iraq 
itched by artned agents from the top of the White 
The shéw vividly brings home the inexplicable 
aship, between punk and politics and such events 
inspiration for many of us in the future. 
description of the event really communicates 
of the moment and the electrifying passion 
the band and crowd alike during that fairly unique 
imhistory, Indeed,,‘Dance Of Days” brings home 
iti¢al context of the-period throughout and explores 
é DC punk scené, through the likes of Positive 
were an Tedd tes the activist meveaiens _ 


ewed “ie at the time. Further more, if you’re 
liar with many ofthe bands featured, the detail to 
Telati ands and individuals will be tedious 

in Slates particularly when the book occasionally slips 
into the “person x finished in band y, then joined band z” 
parts which does get rather monotonous at times. 


To conclude, your enjoyment of Dance Of Days will be 
largely dictated by your interest in the DC scene. For 
those of you feeling a strong affiliation to this scene and 
period, Dance Of Days is essential reading.. If you’re a bit 
of a trainspotter, this will undoubtedly fascinate and will 
sit along side your photobook of “Banned In DC” 
extremely well. If not, I could probably recommend a 
hundred other more inspirational books instead. (RC) 


WRENCH * RECORDS 


ON THE WRENCH LABEL: 
LIL BUNNIES (Get Out Of My) Bunnie Hole 7° £2.00 

LOUDMOUTHS / HOT ROD HONEYS Spiit 7" £2.00 
MENSEN — Stand Up For Yourself 7° £2.25 
RANCID HELL SPAWN Scaipei Party CD £6.95 
RANCID HELL SPAWN Gastro Boy 7” (last few) £2.75 
SAVAGE MALIGNANT Lucky 7 7" (last few) £2.75 
SEXUAL ABOMINATIONS R'n'R Meat Hook 7” = £2.00 
SUPERHELICOPTER LTD — indicted 7° £2.25 
TRONICS What's The Hubub Bub CD £6.95 


ON OTHER LABELS: 
ANNALISE Head Held High 7* 


COMBAT SHOCK Forgotten But Note Gone CD 
EASTFIELD Keep it Spikey CD 


HENRY FIAT'S OPEN SORE Makes Your Cock 7" 
HYMANS Rocker 7” a 
JERRY SPIDER GANG When | Get Off 7” £2.50 
JERRY SPIDER GANG This is My Life 7” £2.56 
JEWWS. I Need Your Lovin’ 7" £2.50 


RICKSHAW / NOISE OF REALITY Split 7” 
SCATRAG BOOSTERS Side Tracked 7° a 
SEVERED HEAD OF STATE Dansons 7” £2.50 
SKELETOR Skullmate Of The Year 7* £250 
SMZB Wuhanpunk 7° £2.75 
ZOMBIEFIED Cider & Glue 7” £2.50 
POSTAGE IS EXTRA! For the UK, add 65p for the first 


020 7607 9580), or over the internet - check out web 
site wovewrench.org Email: mail@wrench.org 


WRENCH RECORDS, BCM BOX 4049, 
LONDON WCIN 3XX, ENGLAND 
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Be eS > AN ANTHOLOGY OF DEAD ENDS ~ MCD 
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ATOMSMASHER 


‘an anthology of 
dead ends’ “8 
HYDRA HEAD EUROPE 


CAVE IN J 
‘lift offflost in the air’ MCD 
HYDRA HEAD SUROPE 


THEE VAPORIZER 
‘ovrspliffed smash hits CD 


ROB 


APES OF WRATH 
CDEP 
OBTUSE MULE 


}KNUT 

{ ‘challenger’ CD/LP 
HYDRA HEAD EUROPE/ 
CHROME SAINT MAGNUS 


OLD MAN GLOOM 

‘Seminar lil - zozobra + 

Meditations in B’ 2xLP 
TRUST NO ONE 


PERSONA 
‘j a a you’ 7” 
AUDIGBO 


SICBAY 
‘the firelit S'coughs' CD 
OBTUSE MULE 


‘James Ptotkins’ 
Atomsmasher’ CD 
HYDRA READ EUROPE 


CASSINI DIVISION 
LP 
SUB_BEVIANT 


SICKBOY 

‘ganja bultet - worst 
trade center 7” 
AUDIGBOT 


BURST 


‘in coveting ways’ MCD Be 


CHROME SAINT MAGNUS 


“Y KEELHAUL 
‘keelhaul il CD 
“od HYDRA HEAD EUROPE 


BOHR BUG 
bP 
SUB_DEVANT 


IN PIECES 
learning to accept silence’ 


ESCAPE ARTIST 


TRUMANS WATER 
LP 
DELB 


> 
SK CONSPIRACY RECORDS PO BOX 269 - 2000 Antwerp 1 - Belgium - Pho: 0032 (0)3 225 19 29 - Fax: 0032 (0)3 295 39 49 - chaos@censpiracyrecords.com - more info on: www.conspiracyrecords.com 


: 6 on it and have always done it. Even 
le were in a ae band eo pelore 


a th ugh, “By My Brothels Hand” ete is into the lyrics 
write, and we talk about the issues the lyrics address together. 
ically [inlay to the CD] | did the artwork, but that fad to 

clk of “quality control” within as rest of the band. ane 


ing tours, but ey eryone helps. It seemed like a year oF so ago 
we | id to beg for gigs here and mee au a ae sa over the 


he U.K. Eur ope was amazing Ae US id 
About two ang a half weeks seeing amazing 


four shows, as we had 
a lot of gigs fall 
though, but it 
was still 
worth it. 
It’s cool 

to 


your belly” 


e . 
dak that an¥one gave us # rence 0 over ‘there. being totally 

unknown; | gulise thates: the ray of the poe rock community. 

Sa ~ 

O: What wl you a the rurndpe point was lt i at 

got you the initial UK tours, and Ore oul of oe Shy 

more? _ 

A: One day after practicing in Kart’ s garage we 

“«* decided it would be amazing to go on tour, we were _ 

.. » on contact with some super cool dudes in the bands 
HHH and In The Clear, then what do you know a _ 
couple of months later the dream came true. | don’t — 

think there was really a turning point, just what-seemed 

back then a crazy idea that came true and a lot of ace people who _ 
got us shows, fed us, put us up. Grimsby is pretty hard to get out — 
of as a band, at first, it is by definition ‘the arse end of nowhere’, 

but we put a fair share of bands on here and by gig swaps, word 
of mouth etc, we managed to get on some bills. — 


e@ 


O: So when and how did Stand form? 

We formed in November ‘98. We originally nad daother 
drummer (Paul), who left after a year or so. We all met through 
being friends and knowing each other through BMXing or 
previous local punk rock bands. We played our first gig with One 
Car Pile-up in “99 at Cartergate Rooms in Grimsby - oh, what a 


\ night! 


QO: How important do you see the DIY ethic to the 
purkrockhardcore scene, and haw do Stand eenere this 
as a band? 
A: Not quite sure how to answer a | don’t 
think hardcore/punk can exist without the DIY 
ethics. If we were signed to Atlantic and makit 
videos like Blink182 | don’t think we could 
ourselves a hardcore/punk band - not withou 
feeling like hypocrites and not being able to sleep at 
night anyway. We (Stand) have had some pretty in-depth 
discussions ( fights!) over effectiveness in regards to political 
awareness of bands like Rage Against The Machine. [ think 
they're definitely effective in some ways - most of Stand were 
into Rage as a kind of transgression band before we got turned 
onto the more underground scene, and they do seem to be 
politically active outside the band, but whatever they do [ thin 
they have to compromise some of their ethics with all the buck 
their record company is making off them, and all the kids who 
have to pay £15 or whatever for their CDs. Maybe Ive gone a 7 
off the point! 


QO: What gave you the titial “fire in 
with regards {o politic al. 
and social issues, and what Con 
to keep you interested in these issues? 
A: Cant really remember the first time I was . 
totally inspired to write a political or socially - 
aware song, it just kind of happened. Me and _ 
Luke used to write songs about really stupid 
crap in the old punk bands we were in, just _ 
because we were 13 and it made our mates — 
laugh, though there were a few political bits in there. think 
Imbalance had a big part to play in us writing political stuff, 
they were the only band that used to play Grimsby who real 
had anything like that to say. | think Stand songs are just — 


comments really, we di er solutions to issues or anything, @: What does the CDs title, True, 
the ng things Mostofthe Romance, re fer to? . 
A: It refers to romance in the: sense 
of this band providing us with the “> 
romance of adventure, excitement ¢ 7 
and mystery. | think the meaning ~ 
a romance: is - ee as a 


stuff he us and Mend This Tear singing to . broken 
driving on the a of a snow ee mount 


0: dee bere any issues that tre individual disag 
a degree that we ll never see a lyric about: ly 
we expect sonte bench-pr sessing EVFICS e 
ot — irerese? 
the country through tous. = fly, » 
ce Wi ludicrous Gata = 


Peale doesn’t even cover 1% of 
a —— holies BaGUne, 


which is that important to us. | suppose we can ‘tt r 
vegan rant (yet), being 4 vegans and a veggie, but hey at's lite 
‘engi ) St Marks bench-press ballad is coming out later this sun 
to do would be to sack it off and take the tourists to aan CD single and 7” picture disc. First 100 pressed come wi 
uds instead, where ie would gs have more fun. - sweatband. 


ut, and ho We did i if come aoa? never got mee ? 
__ A: We're all really pleased with the CD.1 A: The deal was, we decided that design would wule a good 
\. think we waited quite a long time to geta _ statement for the “men who use their status to fuck wot 
proper release out, with a decent song. The image was a very cold, cheap and unromantic pie 
._ recording and a nice booklet, but it was pomography of a woman sat naked on a toilet from a “Me 
worth the wait. We've had people say magazine”. we felt this was quite relevant as an image in the 
“really good stuff about it. Max [First context of the songs lyrics. What we wanted to do with this wa 
Foundation Records] first talked about to take directly from the issue we were dealing with and use it t 
eats someting . a when we met up __ directly illustrate the subject in hand. Many bands do thi 
other subjects/issues; a classic 1s 
the vegan band that has 
nee like ee this i is it. Gaiteone ; is _ tortured animals all over 
eve hit the He time!” - remember, their record sleeves 
and merchandise. 
Many — punk 
bands have 
done it 


oe ay blk fe to de it anyway and 
We Have a lot of respect for ee Outlook 


by showing police brutality or 
aes o Ne in each case oe 


respect for the guy. Still it seems a bathe 9 we ean *t have this stuff 
out in the open. | think sex and nudity still inhibits us punks to a 
great degree. We wouldn’t batter an eyelid at an image of dude 
having his throat slit of someone nailed to a crucifix, but show us 
_ human genitals and we run a marathon. The most upsetting thing 
about the. controversy surrounding that design was that a lot of 
new about it or had scen it but no one at all asked us 
1 think it was a case for the punk police 
never even ual a trial. 


ne i blink lehdl oe you 
@ qualities that makes 
| hardcore hand, owe ise playing 


2 
3 
¥ 


: r peel in ae scene. : don’t think we ave it too bad up 
North though. | think Stand are a hardcore band because we play 
DIY gigs. release DIY records, write songs which convey some 
infor n ned social and political opinions which are not bigoted, and 
cos we write H-A-R-D-C-O-R-E rock music, and have fun doing 
‘it. We're all punks at heart - that’s where we came from and we 
still love it - we just like other stuff too, and metal is really 
enjoyable to play. You get fast bits, slow bits, riffs that sound 
evil-as-fuck and kids that mosh sometimes. Mind you, One Car 
Pile- a have achieved all as playing pop-punk’ 


8 How dos view the UK scene at the moment, niaybe 
compare ed oa hae years back, and how Oe: vou like ( see it 
gee . 
think there? s loads @ going on at bth Homent, so many good 
bands and loads of people releasing records and other stuff. 
Personally, i teally feel Positive about it and hope it continues 
like this. 1 know i in the UK we’ve lost a couple of good bands in 
the last year, but there’s so many others making their mark. 
_ Thirty Seconds Until Armageddon, We Close Our Eyes, HHH, 
Mend This Tear, xCanaanx, Winter In June, Urotsukidoji, Steel 
rules die, Fig. 4.0, Last Chance, Sworn In, D-rail ete are just a 
few of the more hardcore genre and there are loads doing other 
stuff (punk, emo... whatever). The standard of all the bands is 
really high. It’s hard to compare the UK scene at large to what it 
was like a few years ago, because when we didn’t play out of 
town much and we all lived in Grimsby things (for us) were a lot 
more isolated - not many bands passed through, unless we put 
‘em on, and we didn’t have transport to get out. As far as 
_ Grimsby goes. it’s a lot better there too, plenty of 
people going ay pa and putting gigs 
on, starting bands 

= ete. 


O: ff stand were a hieh ate stadeny what sould HS end- — 


of-year report say this year? 

A: It would say: “Stand is a very positive student with the 
potential to do well in her exams, but is easily disrupted 
and sometimes fails to put her point across effectively. If 
Stand is to do well in her punk-rock scholarship, she will 
have to work hard this term and learn to communicate with 
other pupils and articulate herself better. Stand has achieved a 
lot over the past year has made good progress both artistically 
and intellectually. Stand has done well to stay clear of the bad 

tuff-guy crowd and is a pleasure to teach.” 


QO: You seem to have overcome that age-old hand-killer of an 
obstacle- members going off to university. Haw have you coped 
with practicing etc, and what da you have planned, as 
individuals and as a band, for the future? 

A: Me and Bestie have been in Leeds a year now, it’s a bit more 
of a hassle for us to practice, but on the upside there are a lot of 
basements in Hyde Park where we can thrash around and annoy 
the neighbours, also Karl and Mark can drive now so we are 
pretty mobile. It might get a bit trickier in the firture as Karl’s 
going to Manchester for Uni and Mark may end up training a lot. 
I think we'll stick it out, we have the advantage of all being best 
mates, so We're not going to let work or education screw it all up 
for us. We all have other stuff going on as well. The whole band 
is into putting on gigs. Luke and Bestie both run distro’s. I'm 
starting my own label at the moment and hopefully will be 
helping to organise some tours with a new collective we have 
formed in Leeds. Some of us are starting other bands, but’ they 
are in their early stages at the 

moment. : 


; Any final message you want to get 
across to the people of zine-land 
reading this? 
A: Please ead our lyrics, 
explanations or talk to us, before 
you pass us off as another dumb 
metal band, screaming and heavy riffs can mean a lot more than 
demons and violent dancing. Get in touch if you want to put us 
on, want us to put your band on, trade or distro records, need help 
with a tour, want info on our crappy band or want us to foster 
your nd. 
We've all been avid readers of Fracture since fe start and | its 
good to finally be a part of it. 


Up the Punx! 
Signed, 
Stand. 


The right of access to common land in the UK 
has been a long and hard fought process. 
Removal of owner ship of the land from the 
people who lived on it began in Norman times, 
when the feudal system (hierarchical) replaced 
smallholdings and communal farming. Over the 
centuries more and more laws were passed, 
enclosing the land into the ownership of fewer 
people. Throughout this time, people fought for 
the right of access to common land, the most 
famous act being the squatting of St George’s 
hill by the Diggers. 


By the mid 19th century, legislation had allowed 
small land provision for the workers of towns 
and cities to supplement their tiny income, 
although this wasn’t popular with the non- 
working classes: 

“the holding of an allotment will give the 
labourer a spirit of independence that will 
interfere with the service he owes to his master.” 
(‘The Allotment: It’s Landscape and Culture’ By 
Crouch and Ward, Five Leaves Press.) 


The true allotment movement was 
born at this time when town/city f = 
dwellers and co-operative “3 
groups protested their need ¥F 
for common land _ to 
cultivate. It wasn’t until the : 
1922 Allotments Act that ‘JS 
local authorities in the UK \ 
had to make these small “J 
pieces of land (500M2) 
available to all of the ay 


community. Allotments became 
hugely popular, especially 
around the time of the 2nd world ¥ 
war when growing your own food was 

seen as an important part of the UK’s drive for 
self-sufficiency. Of course, this wasn’t 
encouraged after the war when people were 
needed to begin spending money again (“The 
Allotment Handbook’ By Sophie Andrews, 
Ecologic Books). 


In the 1950’s there were around half a million 
allotments in the UK, now there are closer to 
300,000. My strongest image of this allotment 
culture is of walking past the vast stretches of 
allotments on my way to school each morning, 
seeing the numerous older men in old patched 
tweedy suits, wellington boots and the 
ubiquitous Yorkshire flat-cap. They would be 
there all day, tending immaculate rows of huge 
veggies. My own allotment couldn’t be further 
from this memory. My cold frame is made from 
tatted windows and timber, my veggies, 
organically grown, are small and usually a little 
nibbled around the edges. As we don’t use 
herbicides, it’s sometimes a little hard to pick 
out the veggies from the ‘weeds’ that surround 
them. What is the same, is how I have slowly 
become completely obsessed with my small 
patch of land and the produce that I manage to 
grow from it. Thankfully, I’m not the only one, 
several of my friends have allotments, and we 
generally discuss them in boring detail 
whenever possible. I don’t really know what it is 
about these places that sucks you in so 
completely, and I don’t know how I’m going to 
get this across in this bit of writing! 


Managing an Allo 


The first time I grew on an allotment, I shared it 
with five other people. We were all beginners in 
organic gardening and made lots of mistakes, 
we did, however get enough produce off of that 
unkempt piece of land to convince me that the 
time and effort was worth it. It also brought the 
organic argument home to me. As mere 
amateurs, armed only with a couple of books 
and antique tools we managed produce our own 
food it was kind of amazing. I always presumed 
that there’d be some huge secret to organic 
growing that would take years of crop failures 
for me to figure out. There are a few, and I learn 
a couple of them each season, but | think the 
biggest is pretty simple; you’re working with 
nature instead of against it. Growing food 
doesn’t need huge amounts of chemicals to a) 
get the stuff to grow in the first place & b) kill 
off the hoards of insects waiting to devour your 
plants once they’ve started. If you look at how 
plants grow without human interference you get 
plenty of clues to use in your own plot. Most 
plants don’t grow in isolation from other plants 
and animals. These plants and animals 
grow, eat, defecate and die, 
ye putting as many nutrients 
Fou ) back into the soil as they 
x ¢ removed in the first place. 
This diversity of species 
yA also provides some 
: protection from the 
See =~ *) predators to your 
MONG eg veggies. Brighter 
\ “+ flowering plants attract 
hover-flies and wasps that 
prey on the smaller insects that, in 


ge turn, prey on your crops. I could go 


on for pages, but most of us know the 
organic arguments. It wasn’t until I started to 
actually put some of them into practice that I 
realised just how true these arguments were, and 
how needless those damaging fertilisers and 
pesticides are. Maybe that’s why I’m so 
obsessed, it’s nice to have your suspicions 
confirmed every once in a while. There’s also 
the availability of fresh produce whenever you 
need it (if all goes well!). The past two months 
financially for me and my housemate have been 
pretty dire. The rent in Leeds is extortionate and 
unfortunately wiped us both out. I found myself 
stuck in a city with no money and five weeks 
before I’d be in the black again. I work 18 hours 
a week at a job that bores me 
rigid; I worried that I’d be 
climbing the walls before 
the month was over. I 
spent hours on_ the 
allotment. Between the 
skips. in and around 
Leeds and the fresh 
veggies from the 
allotment, we didn’t go 
hungry! Not only that 
(getting free food in cities 
isn’t hard) I had somewhere 
to escape to, something 
worthwhile and productive to 
do with my spare time. After a 
day busily doing nothing of value to anybody at 
work, doing something physical and where I 


tment 


By Suzanne 


could see the benefits of my labour kept me 
sane. 


Growing your own food has a huge number of 
benefits; from proving to yourself that the filth 
pumped out by the agrochemical industry is a 
dangerous waste of time, to having something 
real and productive to do in a world where many 
of us are forced into soul destroying jobs, or just 
having a better understanding of where your 
food comes from and what is seasonal for the 
area that you live in. You also know for sure that 
the food you’re eating hasn’t contributed to the 
destruction of Peat bogs in the UK and Europe- 
many of the vegetables, especially salad veg 
bought from markets and supermarkets will 
have been grown in peat based compost. You 
don’t need an allotment to do it, it has been 
known for people to use areas of scrub or park 
land to grow some of their own food, though 
there is a danger that your food will be sprayed : 
by chemical happy park keepers! 

Allotments in the UK are becoming less 
popular, and the communities that traditionally 
surrounded them weaker. Allotments 
associations are weakened as the communities 
around them die, and become less able, or 
willing, to fend off developers. The first 
allotment I ever worked on has now been re- 
claimed by the ‘freemen’ of that particular city 
further extend the area of land they can graze 
their cattle on. The fact remains that the right to 
a piece of land to grow your own food on (as an 
individual or as a collective), and to use at your 
leisure is an important one. If you want to rent 
an allotment in your area, your local council will 
have either an environment or an allotments 
officer that can help you out. 


Useful Stuff: 

ee pes Eco-logic books produce lots of 
useful books on green solutions, 

ranging from composting to 

Construction. 0117 942 0165, books@eco- 
logic.demon.co.uk 


HDRA: European Organic Gardening 
organisation, produce lots of useful leaflets 
and has a seed library of old, unusual and in 
some cases outlawed seed so you don’t have 
to grow the same crops as the rest of 
Europe. 02476 308 215 

Ly we www.hdra.org.uk www.hdra.org.uk. 


Community Composting Network: Practical and legal 
advice on setting up community composting schemes: 
0114 258 0482 www.othas.org.uk 


TAT Cee 
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FUNDACION DE ESTUDIOS LIBERTARIOS 


~ANSELMO LORENZO- 


The FUNDACION ANSELMO LORENZO (FAL ) is a centre for libertarian studies, supported by the CNT. 
It has a library with newspaper, video and audio archives... and also is a distributor of anarchist and 
trade unionist literature. In this we try to follow the heritage of our international ancestors to catalogue 
the different ways of libertarian propaganda, with the patience to conserve it and the passion to 
spread it. The centre that the FAL uses, situated in the Madrilean neighbourhood of Villaverde Alto is 


open Monday to Friday 9 am - 2pm, for those who want to check out their archives or acquire the 
material they distribute. There are many aspects to the FAL which we explain below. 


Translated from Illegal *2, January 2002 


a Sagal by Paco Mus (Mr. Horrible Sideburns ) with help from Jon Active (Mr. Funny Moustache ) in September 


History. 


Legally it began in 1987. With that we mean that 
that's the date when the old Culture Ministry 
(Ministerio de Cultura )approved their status, F 
becoming part of the Foundations Protectorate 
(Protectorado de Fundaciones), an organisation 
which in the future the foundation will work with in 
order to get their legal structure up and running, 
getting some economical advantages (reducing 
their taxes mainly, for being a non profit 
association). 

As well as the legal date, let's note that the desire 
to have a national cultural centre, has been present 
in CNT.circles since the late 70's but it wasn't until 
the early 80's that the issue is dealt with in the 
national congress. 

In 1982 the name Fundacion Anselmo Lorenzo is 
publicly displayed, due to the huge amount of 
publications brought back to Spain from France, 
publications mostly produced by different 
libertarian organisations whilst exiled in France. With this material 
the first catalogue is created, printed and widely distributed around 
the libertarian movement and cultural circles (libraries, universities, 
known individuals) 

At the same time in the CNT centres people are receiving a diverse 
mix of items being donated, at first this stuff is stored at the CNT 
centre Magdalena (Madrid), later it is taken to the squatted building 
of Villaverde Alto, mainly due to the amount of space needed and 
because it's a better environment in which to conserve the 
material. All this without a documented working plan set up 

yet. 

In the mid 1980's the situation with the CNT title 
was tricky, because the branch closed down in 
the 1979 and 1983 congresses -who were 
actually CGT - reclaimed the use of the CNT 
initials, arguing that they were reunited and 
the legitimate successor of the CNT. The 
issue went to’ Court and stayed there in 
limbo. This prompted the union to legalise a 
Cultural foundation to whom they could 
transfer all their documents, assuring their 
safety in the event of loosing the court case. “ 
Garcia Rua was the general secretary when \ 
these legal proceedings happened. 

Why the name Anselmo Lorenzo? Avoiding 
idolisation we say that within union activism, both 
ground work and intellectual tasks in the service of social 
emancipation, he is the most representative figure of the time. 
Even if the figure of- Pablo Iglesias prevails stronger in the public 
memory, in the libertarian movement (anarchist and trade unionist) 


Anselmo Lorenzo is more revered. Lorenzo 
was born in Toledo in 1841 and died in 
Barcelona in 1914. He became known through 
activities in Madrid with the creation of the 
workers societies attached to the First 
International in the 1870's, standing alongside 
Bakunin, once the organisation fell apart in 
1872, Marx tried to become close friends with 
him. But it seems Anselmo was more 
interested in one of Marx's daughter's than the 
authoritarian socialist ideas of Marx. 
The printers job he did helped him study, 
which, linked to his social concerns, made him 
a prolific writer, especially in his Barcelona 
days. His contribution to papers and 
magazines was countless as was his lecturing; 
most of the pamphlets published under his 
name come from this last activity but he also 
produced bigger works such as a novel (Justo 
Vives) and what seems to be the first piece 
with some consistence about the Spanish 
workers movement: El Proletariado Militante 
(The Militant Proletariat ) in two instalments. This puts him at the 
head of those who think that education was a vital path to 
emancipation. 
Another significant feature in Anselmo Lorenzo: His strong sense 
of individuality. He stated that he wasn't sectarian about anything 
nor part of anybody but that he joined the emancipated proletariat 
for the sake of solidarity in action. What existed then was a 
coincidence of valuations. His work was widely spread in the early 
decades of the last century. A good reason for his popularity was 
due to his simple and straight forward style, dealing with 
daily matters: his style is as if he was talking to the 
worker siting in front of him at a table in a corner of 
the local association. 


cs 


Objectives 


The intention of F.A.L. is to gather, conserve 
and spread stuff related to the libertarian 
movement, particularly with Spanish one 
(using this term in its geographical sense, of 
course). These three tasks are written down 
both in the statutes and the minutes of the CNT. 
The gathering task involves finding missing 
stuff, selecting it and collecting it when the volume 
is sufficient. In this matter donations are really 
important, especially in relation to historic documents. 
At present we are doing a "museum" job, that involves 
having the proper space to keep the material in optimum conditions 
(preserving it from dampness, light, dust, heat... ) this is especially 


important for the old paper 
publications. This part needs a big 
and constant investment. 

Conserve means to have the 
documentation ready. Involving not 
just preserving the documentation in- 
its own space but also to have it 
arranged and indexed. | mean, 
knowing what we have and _ to 
make it easy to find when we need 
it. We are not talking about the need 
of having large spaces to store it in 
but to have people who do that job 
on a regular basis. Also that people 
have to be familiar with the methods 
to catalogue the documents used in 
_ libraries and record offices in order 
to be efficient. Again, we need 
equipment (VCR, computers, 
recorders...). Also people without 
technical knowledge are welcome 
since there are a lot of things to do 
(arranging papers and magazines, 
copying videos...) that any person 
with the goodwill and time required 
can do. 

"Spread" got two general directions: 
One internal and one external. On 
one side, we try to provide the 
documentation we own to whoever 
wants it, inside the F.A.L. On the 
other side we try to find the right 
methods to reach as many people as possible with its libertarian 
content. The first one requires a physical space to 
accommodate/cater for whoever comes to see the archives, plus 
some cataloguing equipment (microfilm readers, database 
computers...). On the second side the possibilities are wider: we 
are moving between the organisation of libertarian gatherings to 
the publishing of books mainly, also we do catalogues, publish an 


espanol 


internal bulletin, website, video-lending, travelling exhibitions.... for | 


this, the requirements are simply economic and human to do the 
administration and management. | 


Back Catalogue 


We have to keep in mind that the libertarian movement in Spain 

was really active up until 1939, so it's not surprising that the 
archives that we have from that time is huge, but no more 
important than more recent stuff. There follows some of the 
highlights; 


We call ‘organic documents’ those produced by CNT . Two of the 


paper files to highlight are: 
a) Documents of the CNT National Committee 1976-1985 
b) Commission of Relation with exiled in London 1939-1963 

We name these two because we've classified them, so we can 
recover concrete documents whenever we need them. Other 
similar stuff, from the federation in the French exile or the regional 
ones, are waiting in the warehouse until we have the resources to 
file them. 

Also, besides the stuff kept on paper, we have microfilms that 
contain the CNT documents kept in Amsterdam. 

Our library is good proof of what anarchists have 
produced culturally around here. We'll soon have 5000 
volumes filed on the database, some of them start to 
be asked for because they are hard to find (some 
was even on our screens ! as the "The conquest 
of bread" by Kropotkin that appeared in "La 
lengua de las Mariposas". 

We have of newspapers previous to 1939 
(Tierra y Libertad, CNT, La Revista Blanca, 
Estudios, Solidaridad Obrera, CNT del 
Norte...) 

The image index is as valuable as the others. 
We have around 1400 pictures from the 1936- 
1939 period already filed. Also we own footage 
from multitude of modern protest and a big poster 
collection (waiting to be filed) some of them 60 years 
old. Together with this we have numerous movies on 
video format, which we distribute for the cost of a blank 
videotape. We have video versions of the movies that CNT 
produced during the 1936-1939 period (the originals are deposited 


Esbozo de una 
Enciclopedia historica 
de| anarquismo 


in the National Film Archive, due to the 
expensive conservation cost of the 
delicate material they are made off ) 

Lastly we'll describe some of the 
numerous objects of a different nature 
that we have in the centre: stamps from 
the clandestine times during Franco's 
dictatorship, tiles of a collectivised 
industry from 1937, fliers of magazines 
etc. We can say that our document 
archive is rich but demanding. 


Anselmo Lorenzo 


Functioning 


The process of catalogue and 
classifying the archives was done by 
comrades in their free time but as soon 
as we opened the doors we found that 
our stuff had a great demand. At this 
point we had the fortune to get a big 
donation from comrade Joaquin 
Alcolea, of a few million pesetas. This 
meant that we could have somebody 
working full time at the FAL. That 
brought us ideological problems. After 
many meetings we decided that one of 
the jobs done at the FAL, the technical 
one should be remunerated but 
saa the administrative work should 
@ be voluntary. That's the way we 
proposed it at the last CNT 
& congress (Granada 1995 ) and 
where it was approved. 

So we have two or three people 
who work full-time in the FAL 
who are in charge of files and 
classification of the documents, 
attend to visitors and the 
distribution of stuff. There are 
twelve or so others who work at 
the FAL. At sporadic meetings 
we decide the way to deal with 
the public, what to publish, what 
“other people order from us and 
basically any tricky issue which 
needs to be dealt with by all. In 
third place there's a group of 
people = who collaborate 
sporadically with the Foundation 
dealing with a particular task 
(magazines, videos, 
transcriptions... ) or who do their 
job either from the local or from their homes. For instance, the work 
done in publishing by our comrades in Seville. 

We have had to limit our unrestricted policy of lending items as stuff 
as being lost and we cannot allow that on behalf of all the CNT. 
Lastly we started a membership scheme for people not affiliated to 
the CNT but supportive of the activities run from the FAL. Give the 
possibility of associate means a yearly income, that is always 
welcomed. Around 100 people joined. The advantages they get are 
merely economic because they don't have decision making rights. 


Editions 


The printed word was one of the favourite ways 
to spread ideas, of which we have much 
valuable proof, from the establishment of 
anarchist ideals in the Spanish workers 
movement around December 1972 in 
Cordoba in what we can call the first 
Anarchist World Congress. 
We can't mention all the publications since 
there are around 40 books, 3 videos, a poster 
and 11 issues of our internal bulletin. In 1988 
when activity in the FAL was quiet, we started 
publishing. 
But it's in 1995 we can consider as a real start, 
because we translated and published in two volumes 
_ Emma Goldman's biography: "Viviendo mi vida" (Living my 
life). That started the series of Biography and Memoirs which in the 
next year was followed by Abel Paz's book: "Durruti en la 


Revolucion Espanola", that is one of 
the most profitable! Together with 
this collection we started more 
collections as Documents, Theory, 
Economy, Libertarian Notebooks, 
Testimonies, Women and Images. 
Everything we publish is approved 
previously in a meeting of the Work 
Group. The text proposals that we 
receive are read by at least ten 
comrades, that give their opinion to 
the Group. Usually we have a 
meeting about publishing at the 
beginning of the year where we 
design the plan to follow during the 
year, depending of the money we 
have and the quality of the texts 
received. 

For those who have no experience of publishing, it may 
seem like the printing of a text is the hard bit but when 
you are not a professional publisher, you learn how hard 
the preparatory jobs are: transcription, editing, layout, 
spell checking of original and proofs, designing the 
covers etc. This work requires time or lots of money. The 
people who work at the FAL or those who collaborate in 
another publications know the delays that many books 
suffer because of these factors. We have to mention how 
our comrades in Seville, help keep the price of our books 
greatly reduced. 

Once the book is printed, you have to distribute it. In part this done 
directly from the Foundation, this requires a person to deal with the 
orders constantly. The other part is distribution by outside 
companies, but none will take care of all the books published and 
cover all Spain: so we have to go by regions. We have a big 
catalogue of books for distribution that we haven't published and 
that are related to libertarian issues such as Jucar, Tusquet, Madre 
Tierra ... 

Our aim is to spread the libertarian ideas, so any publishing we do 
is profitable in that sense. That means that we print books that we 
consider as interesting even though we don't expect to get any 
economic profit. Therefore we have to publish 
some others in order to bring in some profit, if not 
we'd have to close down. Profit only comes if 
there's a publicity campaign and that demands a 
big effort. The print run of the Internal Bulletin and 
of the catalogues is of 3000-4000, we also have 
them on the web. Sending those 3000-400 
bulletins takes us some days but the reward is 
worth it, since that is a effective distribution in 
itself. 

We'll finish by naming a brand new work: "Esbozo 
de una enciclopedia historica del anarquismo § 
espanol" (Sketch of a Historic Encyclopaedia of 
Spanish Anarchism ) by Miguel Inigez, with which 
we expect to profit in all ways. In the future we 
have a project to do a compilation of libertarian 
songs from today and 
yesterday; we are waiting for 
somebody with the 
knowledge, time and desire to 
compile and make a master 
SO we can press and 
distribute. We are pretty sure 
it will bea very well requested 
item, let's hope it happens one 
day. 
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Day by Day. 


Many and assorted are the 
questions we could raise 
about the FAL. About the 
problems we face, the impact 
that our work has, the physical 
space we use. We consider it 
a success so far. Sometimes 
we think that the dimensions it has achieved can kill us if we don't 
go carefully. | mean if we focus on dealing with people who are 
asking services from us (Books and papers lending, investigation, 
taking part in talks, displays... ) we take the risk of leaving other 
jobs behind. We are reaching too many fields to cover with the 
present staff of the FAL. 


JUVENTUD 
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This is our main problem, the lack of volunteers. The 
solution ? First more money must be available, which 
would mean more people working full time. With the 
amount of work still to do we can't continue as we are 
without a future guarantee. 

We need a new space to store archives in, for this we 
need funding. 

How do the young libertarian generations perceive our 
work ? We think that this approach is linked too often to 
the peer pressure. If a group see's the FAL work as 
something positive, it's more than likely than most of their 
members think the same way, and the 
same when it is the opposite. Certainly, 
our experience counts with more cases 
of approval than rejection but some 
younger elements consider our work 
“unrevolutionary". 

We can't imagine how: the FAL will be 
in 50 years. We work in the short, 
middle term, depending of the sales, 
donations, members fees, CNT funds 
etc. Any of these can fail and 
unbalance our resources. 


The End 


1 There are a lot of ways of helping the 
FAL. Depending on the availability and 
knowledge of each person. If you have enough patience to do it for 
a good period you can enrich our resource. The working field is 
wide: typing, sorting out magazines, making parcels etc but it 
doesn't make any sense to start something complex if you are not 
gonna be consistent, because then you create more work than 
help. 

As we said at the beginning, we are located in the squatted building 
of the CNT in Villaverde Alto, Paseo Alberto Palacios, Madrid, 


. telephone ++34 91 797 04 24, email fal@cnt.es. You can check out 


our website where you'll find the catalogue and the bulletin we do 
www.cnt.es/fal. 
That's all. Thanx 


For the Foundation; Ignacio Soriano 


Una Lectura Libertaria de la Transicion 


Jose Luis Garcia Rin 


Here in the United Kingdom, there are 
two ‘free’ zines that publish regularly 
namely FRACTURE and this ve 

publication, REASON TO BELIEVE. 


What prompted the following article was_ fi 


a piece that I had written that appeared 
in issue No.32:of my own zine, 
ATTITUDE PROBLEM, that was entitled 
‘Are Free Zines Killing Off Smaller 
Zines...Like this One?’. At the time, I 
was not a member of the REASON TO 
BELIEVE Collective as I am now. An 
interview with myself for this zine I think 
was initially the idea before I had joined 
the REASON TO BELIEVE Collective 
too (as well as continuing with 


s 

ATTITUDE PROBLEM) but rather than 
me spouting off more than I already had 
done, I thought it would be interesting to 
question some other zine editors who had 
all been publishing for a long period of 


——— THE DEBATE!!= 


part of all the changes that have occurred 
over the years. So it was that I sent off a 
questionnaire to the followin, 
Andy from BALD CACTUS Zine, Welly 
rom ARTCORE Zine, Steve from 
RIPPING THRASH Zine and Colin from 
HELL AND DAMNATION Zine. Rachel 


from ex of CAT ON A STRING, now joint 


editor of HEADWOUND along with 
aud ex CARGO CULT. The interview 
is U.K. based but the questions and the 
issues I think do expand further than the 
very limitations of our shores here. The 
question is what role do Fiae zines serve 
and what effect are they saaire on 
people's initiative or enthusiasm to begin 
their own zines if there are _ all 
encompassing zines that provide all the 
news and coverage, and reviews that they 
(you, me!) are ha Or do they? Why are 
there fewer zines around than in the past? 


zine editors” 


2, 3 issues and then are no more? Are 
zines still sgt to the hardcorepunk 
bie ene 43 ese, and the questions 
that I asked the above named editors 
were sent off to one and all and this is 
the result of their interrogation! 


To kick off, I asked each editor to give a 
little spiel about who they were, when 
they started publishing, what inspired 
them in the fis place; what has kept 
them locked up in their bedrooms pi 
this long (!) producing zines; and how 
they ail first encountered the weird and 
wonderful culture that is zine world. 
The first of these zine editors whose face 
you often see hassling you at gigs to buy 
their zines is Andy. 


- Steve Hyland 
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STEVE ‘RIPPING 
THRASH’ zine 


I started the zine in 1986, as I 
was inspired by the 
international D.I.Y. political 
end of the hardcore punk 
scene and I wanted to do my" 
bit, get involved and do 
something constructive. 
Although my zine is not as 
regular these days (was it 
ever?), I am still enthusiastic 
about doing the zine, but I am 
slower these days as I also 
got sucked in to the whole 
DIY punk thing and have 
been doing a distro for years, 
got more involved with my Ses 
label, and am now exploring the possibilities of self- 
production of CDs for both my own label and for others. 
I love being involved - sitting around doing nothing or 
simply being a consumer ain’t for me, | don’t have the 
patience, I always want to do something constructive 
with the limited spare time I have! 


ANDY ‘BALD CACTUS’ zine 
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_ Communist newspaper or something, but one day 


Why do some zine editors only publish 1, 


€ punk and the fact that 
gems Sid! suppose I want the zine 


‘no it for 14 years now and for it suddenly not to be a 


the time), Pll keep 
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I sent off for a couple an 
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n...Let’s face it, and 


WELLY ‘ARTCORE’ zine 


| started publishing ‘Artcore’ 
in January 1986, it was first 
inspired by my first issue of §% 
MAXIMUM  ROCK’N’ROLL F& 
that month, which was pretty 
much the first zine | had seen, | 
and the whole idea just blew — 
me away and inspired me. I'd always been into graphics and 
writing but it had never occurred to me that you could just make 
your own magazine and put it out there, so as soon as the D.LY. 
idea was introduced to me | got the bug. What has kept me 
going all this time is that it is my creative outlet. | am the kind of 
person who always has to be working some project or other, | 


~ have a need to get my ideas out there and also to better my 


previous efforts. Creativity as well as a passion for the music 
and the communication of ideas are the things that drive me. 


fi How did | first come across zines? I’d seen MRR in the local 


record shop, but by the way it looked, | thought it was some dry 
| asked to 
have a look at a copy, and it flicked open to an advert fro ‘Dead 
Kennedys’, so | thought I’d give it a try. | guess that was one of 
those moments you'd call an ‘epiphany’. | was seventeen, ’'m 
now thirty-three, and as of the next issue, that'll be half my life! 


COLIN 


that hold the scene together, amazing! 


old MRR’s were the first I came across. 


out much more regularly. 


i re then 

wing questions Wer |” 

er at of your bumbre editors 
has answered one after anot 


Colin: Within the underground punk / 
hardcore culture, especially here in the U.K., 
the impact on ‘free’ zines such as R2B and 


to a certain degree. Yeah, of course they h: 
reading them will use the contacts and chec 


Steve: I think the free zines lik 
“REASON TO BELIEVE’ an 
‘FRACTURE?’ have done well, I thi 
there is a need for them in our eve 
defragmented zine scene, and I thi 
its good to see that there are UK! 
equivalents of the international zines 
based in the USA like ‘MRR’, 
‘HEART ATTACK’ etc. to this effect 
there had been a void in the scene for 
years in the UK, a few people tried 
and failed (or just got burnt out) 
trying to establish a national zine, but 
‘FRACTURE’ and ‘REASON TO 
BELIEVE’ seem to have managed to 
keep it going regular and I think its 
great. They can as you say in your 
question, cover large amounts of the 
scene and are all encapsulating. Its 
important to say also that these zines 
are better for current 
news/happenings be it music or 
politics, cause they have the space 
and they come out regularly and have 
high print runs’as a result, therefore 
they are a good resource and source 
of information. Smaller zines are 
great (some say that ‘RIPPING 
THRASH?’ is a bag of shite but you 
have to take the good with the bad, 


DAMNATION’ zine 


Q: When did you start 
publishing? - A: March 1996. 
. Q: What inspired you to do a 
zine in the first place? - A: Some 
- of the zines I had been reading 
at the time, plus the amazing 
bands / people that inspired me 
in some way and I was doing 
fuck all else at the time... 
Q: What has kept you doing a 


mene — fCkin’ amazing DIY subculture 
- that’s what hardcorepunk is all about for me - plus the politics 


Q: How you first came across zines and what you got out of 
them? - A: Zines like RAISING HELL, BE BAD, BE GLAD and 


RACHEL ‘CAT ON A STRING ‘< Zine ) . 
Cat On A String was started in 1996, inspired by other zines ere 
Punk Shocker, Beyond The Gutter and Bald Cactus. It ee these whic 
a . . e an 
first got me into zines, not MRR (9too expensiv : 
time!) | just thought I could do something like that so I gave : a a 
Over the years I’ve met loads of sound people and comes oe 
bands and zines from doing COAS. I’ve been sv — fs re remember borrowing MRR, REE. a 
doing one of my own was a way to put some ing 

pe. as well as being a lot of fun to do. Recently we've amalgamated 
our two zines into Headwound, and that way we can get a longer zine 


ll considering that they get thou: 
Picasa eee ee ee positive effect, and maybe more people 


k out some of the more ‘smaller’ zines...I just 


i idn’ ds from the more 
ish that some of these zines didn’t rely on a : 
Wreck etc...and concentrated on the more DIY aspect of punk. But then again thes 


icy ri . k out or 
zines wouldn’t survive without the ad policy right! If people can’t be arsed to chec 
even do their own ‘smaller’ zine/s then that’s their roblem. 


‘In short, there’s far more superficiality 
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My first zine Cargo Cult saw the 
light of day in 1998 after :I’d spent a few years serving my 
apprenticeship with an anarcho newsletter. When that collapsed I 
wanted to do something which combined my opinions and musical 
tastes. In a strange irony, it was Rachel’s zine which was the final 
catalyst and I took the plunge and got hooked. I’ve kept going (now in 
the guise of Headwound) coz I just love the music and culture and I’m 
the sort of obsessive anorak who enjoys forcing his opinions on other 
people! I really can’t remember how I discovered zines, but I 


boring at that 


ago and I’ve always bought zines when I’ve seen them 


zines have had upon zine 
>and ‘Reason To Believe 

negative 
‘free’ or 
because free 
ng all 


1. In your = pat sis 

ture in this countr) ; 
RDB) began publishing? Do you thin 
effect on people’s desire to ¢ 
whether people can indeed be bo 


zines can cover large amounts 
encapsulating? 


positive impact in that they’ve reached 


sands published per issue) 


‘bigger’ labels like Fat 
‘free’ 


ones, I would always read the zine 
reviews and send off for any that had 
bands in that I was interested in. So 
hopefully that’s 


who pick up a copy of say, FRACTURE 
= visas of Step’ (Leeds Punk Record 
ore) or at some pop punk gig or other. 
I don’t think it?ll stop Heduile avin =; 
zines who already buy them, cos in my 
opinion, once you’ve got that zine 


Welly: | can see both sides here, yes 
AND no. In some respects free zines 
will help the process of apathy towards 
other pay zines, especially from newer 
scenesters who may never have known 
any different, that much is fairly obvious. 
But | think that it’s just as an important 
factor, if not more of one, to look at the 
state of Punk Rock now. There’s a lot 
more people involved now who just addicti y : 
aren’t interested in it on that level Goi mn ies just can’t stop! Maybe 
y'know. They see the free zines, and nnd nord e will pick it up, see it’s free 
maybe KERRANG! As all they need to emia Pang to buy others for that 
read on the subject, if that. To a lot of bhechid ut at least they’re still 
people now it’s just another form of which ng out the alternative music press, 
‘Rock’ music, it’s less about the cultural rie Praca only be a good thing. I do 
aspect, or any kind of alternative, and effect " ee have had a negative 
more about just checking the adverts ‘< on the amount of people starting 
and reviews to see what's coming out. »P Meir own zines. I think people will 
Just look at FRACTURE, RE ASON TO 
now, and a lot more people into it for the ee are and even VISION ON and 
short-term buzz with little involvement covert y should I bother? These 
beyond consumption. Can you blame pbk Perea well enough and come 
free zines for this? No. This has ; a arly. What can I add to that?”, 
happened anyway since the whole Pop- sara a you do? We'd all be 
Punk thing and the acceptance of ee, e free zines suddenly started 
mainstream media involvement. | ni rh 4 couple of quid a go to help 
mean, VISION ON did roughly 1,000 'e¢fify the problem!! 
copies free twice a year for a decade but 
no-one criticises Steve for stopping 
people buying their zines. 


right?!) but they are mostly irregular, so 
they are usually more in-depth and 
personal, but they cannot be up to date and 
therefore in some ways not as informative. 
I think both zines should be able to co- 
exist as they are offering different things, 
and as there are only 2 national zines in 
the U.K. as far as I know, then people still 
have plenty of options to check out other 
smaller zines too. My perception is that 
people are still buying smaller zines, most 
people I come across anyway, I guess it 
may be slightly different in other sub- 
genres of punk and with the youngsters 
getting into it, maybe they are content with 
the free zines and the internet ?? I dunno. I 
can’t say I’ve come across that too much 
and there is still interest in smaller zines. 
Maybe we cannot sell as many zines as in 
the past, but I think that’s more due to less 
people being in the scene rather than 
- because of the impact of the free zines. A 
lot of people are still bothered to start and 
continue doing their own zine. I suppose 
the folks contributing to ‘REASON TO 
BELIEVE’ and ‘FRACTURE’ may have 
done their own zines if said zines hadn’t 
started or if they’d stopped, but I guess 
probably most of the contributors are 
people with not enough time to do a zine 
on their own, and if anyone wanted to 
really do a zine of their own, then they 


RACHEL/CHIP: While free zines as a concept aren’t new, the recent large circulation free 
zines have made their mark felt on zinedom. Funding 100% of costs from advertising 1s a big 
change from past traditions of ads purely as loss reduction or none at all. I can appreciate that 
many people might find this a step towards music industry games, but frankly there’s sai 
wrong with it. Their effect has been on a few levels and they have certainly pushe up 
expectations particularly in the size and look of zines, and small zines can seldom compete in 
these areas. My major gripe is that people seem to be more reluctant to part with cash for zines 
now. Go to a gig where everyone is reading the free 100+ page zine that is sitting in a ve 
pile by the door, then try persuading them to part with S5Op for 40 pages of photocopied a 
and your labour of love suddenly doesn’t seem to get the reaction it used to. Especially wit 
newer kids who aren’t as familiar with zines, naturally the big free option will appeal more. 
At least they review smaller zines which does something to encourage people to check out the 
smaller zines, although personally we get more orders from a review In Bald Cactus than 
Fracture (maybe it’s the readership demographic). In terms of selling zines through distros its 
no harder now, and there’s still the same people who use distros and will always buy fanzines 
that way. Maybe they could do more to encourage smaller zines but what exactly its py to 
pinpoint. Its conceivable that they, have put people off starting their own zines an on 
newcomer the ‘accepted standards’ of fanzines might now appear to be unattainably igh. 
There seems to be more snobbishness in some quarters, especially towards the cut “n paste 
style zines. And who really gives a toss if its printed or photocopied? I don’t think many 
hem as ‘all encapsulating” - the punk scene is too diverse for that and some 


people perceive t ’ 
areas are neglected - when was the last time you saw an Oi! band interviewed in Fracture for 


example?! Fracture did initially seem to set itself up as some sort of ‘national voice of punk 
before it gravitated towards student indie bands. It would be very worrying if pe ed 
seriously believed the entire UK punk/HC scene was defined by Fracture & RTB. Some days 
it does seem small zines are being sidelined and a valuable DIY medium 1s being lost, other 
days you read Fracture or RTB on the bus to work or whatever, find out about some aperne 
etc you’d never otherwise have known about, and you realise what a great tool 0 
communication a zine with a circulation of 5000+ has the potential to be. But when the big 
zines are treated as ‘bibles’ there is room for concern, and with their regularity and scale there, 
is a danger people could perceive the likes of Fracture, RTB ete as being more authoritative 
than they really are - after all even big zines are only the product of a handful of people. 


, , Steve: Yes, I guess the zi 
hanged in any shape or form since you ee ie ee 
ch a ig oe = ais Ps ? Do you think that changed a lot over the years. I mean looking 


feel that zine culture has 
yourselves began publi. 
in the past there were 
had not much content? 


ines than they did in the 


too many badly done zines that put people off buying 
Do people expect too much today from 


past? What do you think? 


back, when I started mine, punk zine culture 
_ andthe DIY network was not as well 
established. I got my influence from zines at 


ines than they did in the past? What do you think? the time, but I guess looking back now there 


Welly: What's changed is that there are 
less zines out there now, and less people 
prepared to give it a shot, even once. 
Consumer culture has bred a lot of 
apathy and laziness towards living life 
ion favour of mass consumption, so 
especially younger 
coming through are just satisfied with 
buying a magazine off the shelf and have 
' that do their thinking for them, instead of 
wanting to contribute themselves. The 
consumerism sells only 
promote further consumption, they don’t 
promote ‘doing-it-yourself’. 
mainstream media will always. promote 
‘Punk Rock’ as.a one-band or one-label 
interest, and never an entire scene that 
exists on its’ own terms, because they'd 
be showing people the way out of their 
world and into another one that doesn’t 
need them. That’s what’s changed, it’s 
got nothing to do with free zines, and 
everything to do with a generation of 
people growing up within a consumer 
culture so honed to perfection as to 
nullify all creative urges. 
Colin: There sure se handful that I can think Andy: I don’t think zine culture has 
the U.K. these days. 


that was churning 


think that some © 


en the acre a they manage to get away with it. 
‘free’ zines “COS will get left on aiacserart hea? | expect toe tle tronic: te 
of the small zines 
due to the fact that peo 


that charge 30p- 


Wweren’t as many regular zines about as there 
Is now and the zine scene was to an extent in 
its infancy. As for badly done zines, well 
mine was one of them! Thankfully most of 
you reading this didn’t see my first issue, it 
was bad!!! Of course, its easier to do a zine 
these days with improvements in technology 
computers etc, there’s not many zines done 
handwritten or done on typewriters these 
__ days. When I started mine was done on an 
iffy old typewriter and most other zines were 
the same. These days computers and desktop 
publishing are with us and a lot of people’s 
first issues these days are better looking than 
my #20!!! ha! I don’t think in the past people 
were put off buying a zine cause it didn’t 
look too good, because most zines were about 
20p and hopefully content and attitude was 
more important than how it looked. I agree 
that the emphasis may have changed a bit 
_ these days, and people expect more from 
zines, but I think most people I come across 
‘will give most zines a go, especially if you 
paces sree: to more mainstream music scenes 
where everything is glossy ma 
corporate layout etc. The “Ate sens ey 
retty strong I’d say. 


Were there badly done zines? Yes, 
and there still are. | guess peoples’ 
expectations of what they’re getting 
for their money has risen, but that 
has to happen, it’s a_ natural 
progression for things to get better, 
but obviously you'll always have 
someone who will put out rubbish. 
For me it doesn’t matter, I’ve never 
said no to buying a zine, it’s got 
nothing to do with ‘value for money’ 
or ‘product’, its all about the idea. 
You can have some crappy, messy 
zine, with a real point to put across 
or some great idea, and you can 
have a sharp slick computer 
generated soul-less mag done by 
someone who's putting a zine out to 
get free music, kiss corporate arse, 
and work their way up some career 
ladder to being a music journalist, I'd 
rather read the crappy zine, at leas 
it's honest. 


4 90’s when I started over the years. A lot more are more Ais sche gata 
s a lot more better zines than the late 80’s, when it seems half the zines ain 
and a lot of these duplicated by the infamous ‘Bobprint’. But a ab 
been around since the hasn’t changed a lot. It’s still the same or eit fe 2p 
II here today. Sometimes I _ reviews, and articles” format. There was a lot of badi 
t bored after 2 oF Ws done zines in the past (mine included) but that didn’ ~ 
ing else constructive. | me off buying them. There’s a lot of prs a 


badly done zines 
ey look more professional 
I’m not sure if people 


you expect stuff from zi 
away for free. and you can’t find what you want, you know the ie 


solution...Go do your own zine!! 


purchase one of the | around today too, but because th 


RACHEL/CHIP: Zine culture has changed. Five years ago if you went to a gig with a rucksack 
full of zines you’d have sold or traded them all and people wouldn’t have looked at you like you 
were a bloody circus act. Sometimes the blank looks or disinterest you seem to get these days 
makes me choose not to take zines to many gigs, just because its obvious a certain crowd or venue 
will produce zero sales and you’ll have to take the proverbial rucksack home again, still full. 
There’s always been an element of that, but now the punk scene seems to have been cleft into 
increasingly divergent sub-scenes, it’s more pronounced. How responsible Fracture etc are for 
creating the idea that punk/HC/emo etc are isolated scenes is open to debate, but I feel in more | 
cynical moments that they don’t help. Not that they have any ‘obligation’ to anyway. Also we 
live with the ultra-cliquey Leeds scene and our ideas on punk aren’t always compatible with the 
trendy elite in any case! On the whole zines aren’t seen as a good thing per se, and less kids 
partake these days. There were more shit zines in the past, just because there were more zines 
overall. Proportionally there’s still as many shit ones today, but now it’s easier to conceal a lack 
of ideas, knowledge or personality behind a flash desktop published look. Shoddy zines don’t 
put people off because for every really bad one, you get ten great ones, then as now. People do 
expect more, although I doubt if they expect ‘too much’. Few things you buy cheap off dodgy 
geezers in pubs are ever perfect and fanzines are no exception, and most punters understand 
this. The problem is that these days, a lot of people simply don’t know what a DIY zine is. There 

seems to be a trend for zines disappearing quickly these days, there’s not necessarily fewer 

zines but there is a fast turnover and lots seem to fold before their third issue. Price is an issue 

too, and 50p is still about the most you can charge for a normal AS zine, and that hasn’t changed 
in years. If you charge a quid, loads less people buy it, so you have to keep it cheap and that |B gS a\geerues avin’ a 3 
does limit what you can do with it. et : 


3. Do you feo . Andy: Web based zines are bollocks as far as I’m concerned. Who really wants to sit 
incoming ofa that with the| for hours staring at a screen? Only a computer nerd and they’re probably not gonna 
and web ba computer age| get to many gigs to check out paper zines anyway! There’s no way web zines will 
becoming air ased zines| become the norm and paper zines will become obsolete. People have lives thankfully 
Paper based ie Popular, that| and like to read zines when it suits them. You can’t carry tour computer around with 
economically heh Pg Just not| you (well, not ours anyway!), whereas a zine will fit snugly in your back pocket! 
unless theyre 19 more-| Steve: I’ve been asked thi i : 

based zines Pb legis been aware of that many web neon 3 lot of times late 


eee 
Welly: Web-based zines don’t exist as faras based zines as well as paper Zi 
I’m concerned. I’ve never seen or read one aed 
and never will. There ARE websites that may __ bullshit that’s out there. So if 
hold interviews, reviews and all the other 


ee of a zine, but they’re not fanzines as it! 

ar as I’m concerned, they are websites If you want toa i . 
J : . 4 paper zine, t 

covering the same topics and material. A option fugte skies hen go for it! I guess that a webzine can be a better 


a - pa : 
fanzine is a magazine for and by fans printed decent Printing, most ah nfo ri sg Hila une Costly, as to’ get 
fe) > 


on paper. A website is a website, abandis a _€XPensive, through all th 80 to a proper’ printe is i 
‘ : ; ; . e ? : ‘ Ts, and this 
ici a zine is a zine, they are all mutually has always Cost quite a lot bored ae hth. SING THRASH’ P rinting 
eae the zine. Webzines cost very little to tiie oe break even doing 


Colin: Personal 
format 


y I prefer the ; 0 do a basic one all you need 
tat. You know, just to get aoe ol’ paper at 1s capable of accessing the internet Td sa is 2 bog standard computer 
ofa new zine is such a we cp he feel / smel] and age, we should be encouraging pa 'y that in this technological day 
All these web-based sit sre feeling, ha! need more in the way of DIY /autonomous prinun and to this end I’d say we 


arcto-punk-he-crust Scenes at least ° 
ite ; © paper zine is still predominant. 


NOW would it! 


RACHEL/CHIP: I can’t see web-based zines catching * 
on significantly more yet, though it’s a mistake to predict 

future trends in such areas. I think of web and ‘}/ 
conventional zines as two totally different things, read in — 
different contexts. A web zine is a single evolving project | 
that you have only limited access to, where a | 
conventional zine standards as a finished, dateable object | 
and its portable’ of course. You look back on the piles of | 
old zines next to your bog like historical documents, you 
take zines on the bus to work, you sell zines at gigs and 
get chatting to people - all this is absent in web-zines. I 
wouldn’t criticize the concept and they’re certainly a 
useful way of transmitting up-to-date information to a 
(limited) audience, but you can’t really compare the two, 
and I can’t see how the popularity of one can impact 
much on the other. Mind you if I had office job and spent 
all day in front of a PC, I’d be looking at web-zines and 
porn all day, so I’d probably have a less Luddite 
viewpoint. 


1990s? How. much do 
since when older punks (Late ; 
zines? What do you believe most good zi 
do you think MAKES 
in music etc). 
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handwritten ones and now there’s more 


learning all about computer stuff bit by bit 
getting some equi 


process for me. 


do with putting out better stu 


U.S. is quite literally - three. 
trickled down over here. vel 
outlook and identity to America, but just like 


‘convenience’ attitudes. 


gets given to the 


ecollections of the zines that c 
Foie bys muck you feel the whole spectrum 
20s early 30s or 
nes should 


a good zine? (ie editors interests, 


t a lot more zines in the 80's and there’s 
dden increase in zines and then they'll 
decrease, its generational and cyclical just like ) 
largely the same as they always have been. There’s crappy ones, there's great 

They used to be a lot more type and 
computer text, but that’s just what tools 


are at hand. | used to typewrite and do everything by hand, and the process of 


pment with very little money, was all part of the creative / learning 
it’s all been exciting and immersing. Currently I'm putting out 

more issues than ever, solely due to finances (not being 
- A BIT MORE ORGANISED AT GETTING BACK AND 


THERE. So /|’m current! experiencing more sales, 
io fk which is closer to what | want to achieve, and word 


getting about. Sales to outside of the U.K. have not changed one bit since day one 


- zero. The maximum amount of orders from a top notc 
Apathy there has always been the same, and that has 


t's all very simple. We 
into its’ style of consumerism, our society corresponded with apathy and 


What makes a good zine? That's different for everyone, but for me, | like 
the specific attitude and personality to come over, | like to read one reviewer in PER 

one zine because you know where they are coming from. That’s what | don’t like ee tents 
about bigger zines (yeah, the free ones too) with a dozen reviewers: the music TIN 


who will like it, so every fucking release gets a eview is ar 
snore he n't afraid to say something is shit or say what's on their mind. 


ame out in the 1980s and 
of zines has changed 
older!!) started buying 
contain in them? What 
personality, taste 


thro 


thos 


everything else. | think zines are 


when they came out, and gradually 


on the dole), AND BEING 
PUTTING MORE ZINES 
which is great. This is to 


h M.R.R. review from the 


used to have a very different 
every other country that is assimilated 


great feview, and perpetuates this arse- 


Andy: I think I look at the late 
. 8 ’ 
re ugh rose tinted spectacles cos it he 
e era I got involved in DIY punk, so 
my recollections of zines from that era 
are mostly good ones. My favourite of 
all time is CRISIS POINT, which 
unfortunately only did 3 issues but 
e 3 issues summed up what I think 
‘ the perfect zine should be like; 00d 
ates; political and sf 
of the editors opinions / per. i 
That, along with RAISIN GHELL ani 
HAGL (HAVEA GOOD LAUGH) are 
: the 3 main influences on my 
think the main ingredient for a 
zine is plenty of personality. A 
for what you’re writing 
: obviously important. Style 
isn't too important to me 
interviews are interesting. 
all this “Tell me ab 
ae blah” or 
_ With so and so producer?” - 
just doesn’t interest me in the allptraate 
Be good interview with plenty of food 
or thought can really make a zine. [| 


could enjoy an interview ine i 
homntee only zine if 
conclude this wa 


quality zine for me would be: 
ALITY, PASSION, aeare 
G TO MAKE YOU THINK & 


issing culture. | like people who are 
There far too many oe with sycophants sucking up to people to get respect...but be get us 
respect by calling ‘em all on their shit, or not trying to fake your own Punk history. Grapt : vit ed 
layouts and printing is where I’m at mainly though. I've always been into graphics, y be u 
art, like it was in the 80’s - flyers, logo’s, stickers. | went to Print and then Art college, so te 

the whole process. One of the reasons I've done my zine Is that it’s a vehicle for doing os 0, 
and that’s putting together designs with text. It's a creative outlet. Its a challenge, and | : _ 
satisfying if you can pull it off. I've always been into writing too, So it makes sense for an : eo 

the both disciplines together and make something. . It’s all about the ‘making for me, an os : 
‘selling’ so much, although it’s a necessary evil if you want the damn thing read. It's all abou 


getting ideas out there and maybe inspiring someone with what’s inspired you. 


RACHEL/CHIP: 1980s music journalism for 
Chip went as far as Kerrang, and we’re both a 
bit young to remember the 80s zines, but 
recollections of punk zines from the early 90s? 
Well there was a lot more of them, they were 
likely to have shoddy print quality, almost all 
contained Oi Polloi or Blaggers, vegan recipes, 
anti-McDonalds fliers etc. There was more 
politics, but often in a formulaic, black & white 
way, and a lot of that stuff read like a manifesto 
for some accepted anarcho ‘party line’. There 
seemed to be more personality and eccentricity 
in those zines though, and it was very rare to 
see any that were 100% music based, which is 
something you see a lot more these days. A 
good zine needs personality first and 
foremost, closely followed by a sincere 
passion for the music and attitude. You don’t 
need to ram politics down peoples’ throats and 
its better if any political content is the product 
of the writer’s own original thoughts or life 
experiences, not copied verbatim from a 


Steve: Wow, that’s a hard question! Its so long 
ago and I’m sure my memory’s going.. Zines 
going when I first got into it were RAISING 

HELL and PROBLEM CHILD, these were the 

main UK ones I recollect, plus a lot of smaller 
ones, also MRR was a big influence... it was an 
ace zine back then, but to be honest I’ve not 
bothered with it for a number of years now. In 
the late 80s/early 90s it reflected quite a lot of 
my ideals and musical tastes and was quite 
_ International, it seems less so these days. I 
believe most good zines should have a good mix 
of interviews, reviews, politics, articles, editor’s 
opinion etc, variety is the spice of life! A bit of 
everything. But you can’t please everybody, e.g. 
for reviews, people can moan if there’s too 
___many, or others moan if there’s not enough 
Different people read zines for different reasons 
e.g. I guess my favourite zines are probably 
where there’s a healthy mix of the above plus 
plenty of enthusiasm and personality from the 
editor, and I guess sharing the same ideals and 


Conflict sleeve. You can’t measure a zine’s taste in music helps too! 


quality by whether or not you personally like : 
the music (although it helps) or agree with the ideas - often its better to read about stuff you don’t 
know about if it’s well-executed and thought-provoking. It’s also nice to see something unexpected 
and original in a zine, like decent artwork or if someone is into something weird. And of course you 
can’t underestimate the importance of humour. A bit of effort in how a zine looks is always an asset - 
while there’s a shift towards a slick DTP look in many zines, the traditional cut ‘n’ paste look can be 
done brilliantly with a bit of effort, and as a style, its as much part of punk’s heritage as any clothing 
or hairstyle, so it would be a pity if it vanished. When you’ve done zines yourself you come to 
appreciate other people’s efforts a lot more, even stuff you wouldn’t otherwise be interested in. Except 
for poetry, as fanzine poetry is inevitably cringe-inducing tripe. And ‘columns’, the current flavour- 
of-the-month in zineland, ripped straight off MRR. 


fun and plenty 


zine. I 
quality 
passion 
about is 
of music 
me, as long as the 
ting. I can’t stand 
e about your deal with 
How did you hook up 


good interviews. So to 
ffle, 5 ingredients for a 


A SENSE OF HUMOUR 
—_—_ 


Colin: When I look back at it 
now, the zines I used to read back 
in the 80’s and early 90’s were a 
wee too the same’ish. But then 
again nothing has changed much 
there...Don’t get me wrong, but 
why do zine editors all seem to go 
with the flow and interview the 
same bands as many other zines? 
You know, I wouldn’t mind if the 
editors asked the interviewee 
some challenging questions 
instead of the same old boring 
rubbish we’ve all read and heard a 
thousand times before. I can 
recall back in the very late 80’s 
and almost every punk zine I read 
had the same bands in it who 
were all the rage at the time; 
~AGATHOCLES, NAPALM- 
bloody-DEATH blahhh blahhh 
blahhh... This still seems to be the 
case with a lot of zines these days 
which sucks. I honestly prefer to 
read a interview with a band who 
ain’t released any vinyl / CD’s or 
who aren’t the touring band at the 
moment. We need to expose the 
real underground who don’t, or 
wouldn’t get any exposure at all if 
it wasn’t for some of the zines 
who help unearth bands / projects 
/ activities from parts of the world: 
that hardly get any kind of 
recognition outside their own 
country. I believe that most zines 
should concentrate on not 
following the standard zine 
formula - they should try and be a 
bit more original and stand out 
from the crowd. Yeah, a mix of 
politics, humour, good layout, and 
of course good music is a start. It 
also depends what you’re aiming 
for... 


ard do you , Welly: The way thin 
fin /to distro’s / through | to ny uselessness a 
i ine become | Couple of years I’ve man 
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long time ago. | never liked i 

sau ed it, you get ith disdai 

ie , think zine sales have been decreasing since a feel like a tramp begging fre ons dh tele Bo 
well before FRACTURE cia UeRto:t igs, an 
scene, so to lay the Manesaneeiiir rd hein ? hy oP Be earain age | just teughh fou oe a 
opinion, misleading. Selling at gigs isn’t as good as FS crough, paid my dues, and that was | 
it used to be, and the amount of people selling is sie ‘ LETTER WORD) has had en komen ce 
pathetic compared to the late 80’s. You used to have ‘ fo have zines on the table. C 


get rid of about 150-200 to other distributors, so ’m 
happy with that...and gigs? Well, it depends on the 
Sih a tags playing...and the time of year! that’s meant I’m bett 
imately if you’re prepared to get off your arse © Ah i oer at managing that time an ; 
eventually. Things have changed (don’t they 
always?) but not drastically. Steve: I’d say overall ope to 
Colin: Over the last few sale j d to have a print run o a lew 
V years I think it has beco ope ther, eve 
me to shift 400-500 copies in an adequate space itime. 5 eek fas nae : hi ts robably easier for me to sell 
approx every 6 months I can Mie ioe fhat lowe oes : Lehane a of ae from all over the world 
; : Opie: ade : i 
In time for a new issue to come out. I’d pi s Lats va y zine concentrates on the international scene more, SO 


trades all over th xtra contacts and whatnot. But it was becoming 
: ise eng re the free zines came along, and I 


years ago, nowadays 
n regular zines, have a 


think th ale Y distributors I don’ 1 zines befo : 

occ wmciay ait ee the zines in such a way. So yeah, ite. peptiaeglt due to the reduced numbers in our scene 
tic Whe misc ‘ ite ot ae the “free” zines over here in these days, as mentioned in an earlier gaat : tapered 
‘ meee Greg sacs yself, as ; adays, but s 

small’ zine editors to shift their zines. well as many other don’t sell as many zines at gigs ee nt message to folks 


gigs I go to are right poorly attended. 


2 tae ! The 
RACHEL/CHIP: As any zine editor will tell you, its undeniably a bit is: support zines, but support the live Te adepand - on 
harder, but you just have to put in a bit more effort at gigs. While a lot | live music scene In the UK seems to ae can ietehboure 
of kids don’t buy them with the enthusiasm they used, a lot of people P 
still do. But many younger kids don’t want to know and look at you like you’re some form of mentalist when you ask for their 50p n return for 
your journalistic masterpiece. It seems Fracture etc have helped to foster (through no fault of their own) the attitude in the new influx of younger 
kids that a zine should be 100+ pages of A4 every 3 months on the dot, for free, and anything else is either a substandard pretender or some arcane 
tradition that only the old gits standing at the back are into. It’s a shame. Still it’s easy to get rose-tinted about zine selling in the past, or lay the 
blame entirely with fracture or RTB. There is and always was a lot of ignorant twats who just tell you to fuck off, or more usually concoct some 
feeble excuse because they can’t bring themselves to just say ‘no’. But it’s the attitudes of some newer kids that merit concern. There seems to be 
a widening product/consumer divide in some quarters (eg pop-punk, and some regions of HC) where there’s a large influx of new kids who seem 
content just to pay their money, watch the gig, buy the record, take the free zine, then go home and sit on their arse. It sometimes feels like the 
crucial element of participation is being undermined and we’re at risk of moving towards a ‘passive consumers vs exalted scene personalities’ 
situation, which would kill off DIY as we know it. Zines have always been the easiest way to put something back into the scene so the problems 
smaller DIY zines are facing is a worrying sign on this level. While the lack of younger punks buying or producing zines is a symptom of this, you 
can’t ‘blame’ the big free zines, although they play a certain role. Fracture’s editors didn’t conspire with a devious plot to erode the DIY zine as 
we know it, they just set out to do their thing as best they could, and fair play to them. It just has the inconvenient side effect of making what the 
likes of us do slightly harder to sell, but you can’t get bitter. Of course shifting zines via distros and post is no different to what it always was. 
Maybe newer zines would be worst affected, and certainly established zines aren’t likely to feel any impact at all. And really it’s more likely that 
people will see the big free zines and the traditional small zines as two separate things. And we live in Leeds, in a smaller town people might be 


less picky, who knows? 
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small DIY pene thinking © ‘Pop-Punk’ and everything that’s come | I don’t believe the 4 deadlines, ete, so, me; 
would you give 10 ine today? about since. | believe in cycles though, | You need to b ania ne Over the world! 
about beginning 4% wah and what goes around comes around. | | the punk sn “a : , 
ieee | don't think pay-to-read’ zines will disappear, | think many organised cOpTe Ont mink there’s 
teeta place for everything. | just think that the cycle will move along and Anyone reading thi 
there'll be an increase in smaller zines followed by a decease etc. Personally | small zine b Dene hasn’t seen a 
KERRANG!’ has more to do with the destruction of Punk culture than free zines | how good the St be ere easel 
ever would; the more people who read that and give credence to them by either | shit ones to oe ant De (of course there’s 
quoting their reviews in adverts or just following that mainstream style ‘celebrity’ | few to be saf * you @ be better trying a 
outlook on music, then the more shallow the whole magazines and ideas. Ihave | Just 0 for i er Anyone starting a zine? 
noticed a lot of people who used to write for smaller zines now only writing for the Ba ace very rewarding doing 
freebie ones though. After all, if you’re gonna write something, is it better for the feedback, and j : 
ego to know that 100-150 people read it or that 5,000 - 6,000 read it?! The only | somethi i aa knowing you’re putting 
ee ae age Fie out is if younger people didn’t start making them as the old ieee 
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assionate about right 


RACHEL/CHIP: There’ ll always be a market for the traditional fanzine and 
plenty of geekish obsessives like us to produce them, so theyll be around in 
one form or another for as jong as DIY punk itself, Nor will free zines take 
over, for several reasons, chiefly the issue of market saturation. There’s a 
finite amount of advertising funds out there in labels etc, so in the absence of 
any rich philanthropists, its doubtful the UK scene could support more than 
three or four on the Fracture/RTB scale, and even then they’d have to 
specialise, as we've already seen with RTB filling in some of the areas 
Fracture neglects. Its conceivable we’ll see ‘an increase in ‘middle ground’ 
professional looking smaller zines (eg Artcore, Riot 77) as the necessary 
technology becomes more accessible and expectations in terms of 
Fe appearance increase. The cut ‘n’ paste look will become scarcer (though 
~ never extinct while the likes. of us champion it!) I think there’ll be 
numerically fewer zines and they’ll be more ‘national’ in focus and the 
punters might well be pickier. But hopefully, we'll eventually see a situation 
where the traditional smaller zine and big free zines can co-exist and are 
judged on separate criteria, at risk of sounding utopian. Futurology - risky 


business, and we could very well be wrong! DIY zines - have a go! They’re 
cheap and you find some real gems out there. For real passion and interest in 
punk, its music, style and attitudes, you have to ask the punks themselves, 
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and even inspiring too! e found this article in 


Se Bee oy things changing that much. I mean in 
cn : ere have always been the big mags, and 
ae ae es rae still flourished, and so it will be with 
ta a we you may get a minority of folks 
athibe te and Fracture and don’t bother with 
Bangs . as I think as long as there is a scene, then 
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all sind There are we ee a a a 
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“Siegen of information in the punk and berate 
—— Pi re thinking of doing a zine, then stop 
ae in just do it!! There is plenty of reward and 
os - ion in doing so, but you will need plenty of 
ae = it takes a lot of work and is quite time- 
spate A is maybe explains why less people put out 
why most people choose to start bands, put out 
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admiration for Shere 


Publications - and that’ 


and 
grassroots. You can rely on the honesty and integrity 


because the authors inevitably lose a fortune and gain 
little credit - it’s a labour of love isn’t it? Never trust the 
ten-minute trendies who are in it to further their careers 
in music journalism and bolster their LP collections! If 
you want to stat a zine, go ahead. You’ll meet loads of 
new people, discover loads of new bands and zines, lose 
a small fortune, learn first aid for photocopiers, and 
many more life-enriching skills. Most importantly its 
fun, and you'll get an almighty sense of satisfaction 
from it. Its easy and there’s no rules, just think about 
what you would like a fanzine to contain and try to 
recreate that, don’t base it on what you think other 
people want to see. Be eccentric, speak your mind. Try 
it once, you never know you might like it! 
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FIVE KNUCKLE 
Lost for words, 
far from speechless. 


“Fucking yes! This album just 
roars with brutal rocking songs 
from start to finish with no let up" 
- FRACTURE 


ferro cechtess. | CD - £8.00 / $13.00 /€13.00 «Ui 


| ANTI MANIAX 
{As long as people think 


| From Graz, Austria. 

| Political hardcore skank. 
| On tour with CAPDOWN 
jin the UK this October. 


| CD - £6.00 / $10.00 / €10.00 


BIG D and the KIDS TABLE 
Gipsy Hill 


11 power packed 

Ska-punk melodies. 

On tour through out Europe 
and the UK in Nov/Dec2002 


CD - £8.00 / $13.00 / €13.00 


THE TAKE 
Propeller 


rocking Welsh melodic hardcore 
with a big SST, SubPop 
influence. 


CD - £8.00 / $13.00 / €13.00 
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via It’s no exaggeration at this 
"il point to say that our planet is in 
: the midst:of a serious ecological 
crisis. All over the globe, every day, the 
omnicidal plague of industrial civilization continues to spread, driven by 
economic greed and an insatiable, constantly accelerating demand for 
energy and resources. And as this cancerous MegaMachine blindly 
pursues its “scorched Earth policy”, entire species are going extinct and 
entire societies are disappearing, and it’s all happeni 90%q ckly that 
there hardly seems time to react. : ; 
Yet react we must, assertively and immediately, bx 
poisoned and fouled beyond repair and while, we 
worth fighting for. It ‘is in response to the, se\ 
environmental crisis that more and more people are s 
the system of Man-made laws and take “illega e 
of the Earth. Of course, in this context, legal 
terms; if we accept that certain strategie 
necessary to put the brakes on the indust 
to be prepared to support those indivi 
freedom to carry out these acts. 
What we are starting to see is 
decentralized, international enviror 
of building such:a movement is 
organized prisoner support network. 
grow unless we are able to provide! 
who are unfortunate enough to bi 
of what one may think of the I:R 
struggle, it’s clear that they’ve di 
of their P.O.W.s and that’s one: 
been so hard to defeat. } 
It’s also one of the main things th 
a real struggle, and that sep 
movements. We have to start 
revolutionary act and as an indi 
struggle or else the State will crush 
embryonic stages and we will tose 
purpose of prisoner support new 
certain individuals who have a 
collective future and who have: 
not allow these comrades tobe 
in our power to bring attention 
their plight, we want to build up a feli 
for them, both to honor their heroic acts’ 
State that we are organized enough to tak 
If there is one thing we ask of anyone who 
newsletter, it’s that you take the time to write s 
just once but regularly, because in the final analys 
we can provide them with. We also need to a 
propaganda and their attempts to portray these 
The terrorists are those who wage war in pursu 


\divic uals as 
it of political p 


al 
economic gain and who build prisons to house the ever growing numbers 


of people who choose to speak out against this insanity. 


The Ins and Outs of Prisoner Support 


Leafing through the Earth First! Journal, most readers have probably seen ~ 


the Journal page devoted to Earth and animal liberation prisoners. Usually 
relegated to the nether regions of the magazine, the page contains names, 
addresses and short descriptions of individuals being held captive by the 
state for acts of Earth and animal liberation. The question that may be 
asked is: why does the Journal list political prisoners and why should I do 
anything more than give a short glance to its contents? 

As the EF! and larger ecological defense movements have grown, more 
militant and direct actions have surfaced, particularly in the last 4 years. 
The introduction of genetically engineered crops, the continued 
decimation of the last old-growth forests and the expansion of 
development projects into the last wild places have spawned a new 
generation of warriors more likely to physically destroy the oppositions’ 
machines and buildings than hold signs or petition the government for 


change. The proliferation of actions taken against industry (claimed by the 
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Earth Liberation Front, Animal Liberation Front or unclaimed) is enough 
to warm the heart especially after the reactionary stances taken by many 
radicals post September 11th. As we have seen in the Pacific Northwest 
(US), every action (or dozen) has a separate and equal reaction in this case 
the reaction of the state to acts of sabotage against industry. The state 
apparatus is expanding rapidly in order to hunt down “terrorists” wherever 
they rear their head (this time it’s the Green Scare). The FBI/ATF budget 
is expanding exponentially and we have to come to terms with the fact that 
this war being fought against industry will yield prisoners of war. It would 
behoove us to do more than just cheer when we hear of wild horses being 
freed by elves: in the night, McDonald’s burning down, or a beheaded 

Columbus statue. 


eg 


action if they knew their support would be minimal (or 
SY if theyegot nicked? 

t torgiveSome ideas on the many ways we can support 
“are in prisoner listins as well as some guidelines for 
re4$ just a few of the most accessible ways that 
g held captive by the state: 


isoners 


bridge the gap between the “inside” and 
inform the prisoner of what is going on in 
even their community. The penal system 
ners to break ties with the outside world. 
helps work against that strain and ensures 
iely isolated. Often, times, people say “what 
in prison? I wouldn’t know what to say.” It’s 
man. They have needs and interests like 
e something about your life with them. Ask 
side and what they plan to do when they 
An unexpected letter from a supporter can 
daily monotony of prison life. Don’t feel 
are writing-they are not.a superhero; just 
to act for what they believe in. 
hen communicating with prisoners. Commit 
do it well. They will appreciate it more than 
The examples of people attempting valiantly 
jf on ha and then having to scale down to 
fe support is always better than short- 
That being said, people should not feel 
6 writing to prisoners for the length of their 
viff generally appreciate a letter with some kind 
‘ot even have the time to keep a steady correspondence 
> who writes them. 5 
} in mind that there is a very good chance that what you write will be 
by any or all of the above: prison guards, wardens, other prisoners, 


oe 
Ge 


oe BI, CSIS (Canada), the new Office of Homeland security (US. cabinet 


ition) ... You should assume that what you write can be used against 
prisoner, yourself and your community so be careful and have 
scretion. 
Many prisoners are targeted by prisoncrats for being political, receiving 
large amounts of mail or for the “subversive” content of the mail they 
receive. It is important to know the guidelines concerning prisoner mail. 
First, ask the prisoner what they may or may not receive. Usually, they 
have a fairly good idea of what is appropriate to send and what will not 
make it past the censors. Prisons are known for having strict regulations 
for what a prisoner can receive e.g. new books only, first-class mail only. 
If that does not work, write to the warden of the prison requesting a list of 
regulations. A tool commonly used to disrupt prisoner support is the “Mail 
Violation Notice.” They can (and sometimes do) reject mail for any reason 
they want including the presence of a “circle A” on a zine or the use of the 
word “Anarchy” in a letter.. Don’t be discouraged by these tricks-either 
file an appeal (which you have little chance of wining), modify the 
package to appease them (easiest and most likely to work), or send it again 
(hoping a different mail censor sees it). Whatever you do, do not give up 
and allow them to further alienate the person inside. 


Fundraising 


If there is one thing that all prisoners and those on trial need, it is a large 
amount of financial assistance. Legal fees are exorbitant and many 
political individuals will not receive any reduction in these fees based on 
their principles or the action they took. Prisoners often need assistance 
with setting up legal defense funds that will be maintained by trustworthy 
individuals that are prepared to make hard choices with little money. 


Because of their imprisonment, the act of setting up a bank account is ° 


impossible. It is important to set up a way for people in the movement to 
help out financially. Ideally, these accounts would exist already in cases of 
emergencies, but that is rarély the case. Setting up a bank account, a PO 
Box for people to send checks to and a person/name who will act as a 
recipient of those checks is key and should be a high priority. The prisoner 
needs to be fully informed and in control of the money that is raised on 
their behalf. Never underestimate. the generosity and solidarity of our 

comm housands 
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Some Prisoner Support Guidelines 


Support prisoners and 
unconditionally 

Barring a major transgression such as snitching on a co-defendant or other 
individuals, those facing heavy sentences for actions need to be fully 
’ supported and without the “carrot and stick” approach that some prisoner 
supporters use. For example, lets say that a well-known activist gets 
busted for a number of different actions and is approached by supporters 
who want to help with her legal situation. When the activist decides that 
she knows what is best for herself and wants to take a plea bargain, she-:is 


people facing imprisonment (and their choices) 


attacked as not being worthy of support or righteous enough. This 
dynamic, albeit exaggefated (not by much), has played itself out before 
between people being held in jail and others who claim to want to lend 
assistance. People need assistance about legal options but do not need to 
be told what to do nor how revolutionary their choice is. When.it comes 
down to it, they have to deal with being in a cage, not you. 
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to support the priso 
allow him to publish a full” 
prisoner listing in Green Anarchist magazine. 
Within a month of ‘Devon Vegans Campaigns Unit’ sending out its letter, 
ELP was re-launched from a new address, based in the Westcountry. 
However the re-launch of ELP was more than just a re-location of its mail 
box address. One of the first major changes was the name ELP Support 
Group, which was changed to Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, to demonstrate that ELP was not a specific group, but a network 
of concerned people. As well as the name change, the new ELP team 
(which contained a couple of ‘ELP’s original supporters/founders) also 
started to produce the “ELP Update”. Later this “Update” expanded and 
grew into the multi-paged ‘ELP Journal’. 
The “ELP Journal’ was a major step for ELP. It allowed ELP to show it 
was serious about prisoner support and it also allowed ELP a platform for 
the prisoners & their supporters to speak out and say what they thought. 
When ELP was re-launched in 1994, one of the big concerns of those 
running it was they didn’t want to create a “supporters group” -they 
wanted the eco-prisoners themselves, along with their supporters, to have 
a direct say in what ELP did and did not do. 


1 Liberation 


For example, whenever ELP lists a prisoner we always list what the 
' prisoner is inside for. The decision to do this came about because one 
prisoner at the time did not want to see people jailed for violent actions 
listed on the ELP lists. Others felt differently. In the end a compromise 
was reached that ELP would list all eco-prisoners, regardless of what their 
crimes were, but ELP would also always make sure there was a little 
description of what the person was accused of so people could decide for 
themselves if they wanted to support that individual or not. 
With the “ELP Journal’ up and running, an offer was made by an EF! 
activist/ELP supporter for ELP to have its own page on a shared eco- 
website. Again this helped to spread the name of ELP. And with ELP’s 
name starting to be spread around the international eco-movement 
everything seemed to be going really well. But then disaster struck...... 
In 1994/95 two ELP volunteers found themselves being arrested for 
reasons not directly connected with ELP: 
The first arrest was that of Davey G, the Editor of the ELP Journal. Davey 
was arrested in London distributi Earth Liberati 
publicatio 
contained 


Journal’. 


protest at 
who had fi 
Bosco the 


with the 


had been charged with Conspiracy to Incite Criminal Damage and so their 
continued publication could not be guaranteed. 

In August 1997 the GANDALF Trial started. By this point ELP was a one- 
person operation and that one person was one of the defendants on trial. 
Things did not look good. However, undeterred by little things like a 
lengthy trial and the guaranteed certainty of imprisonment at the end of 
the trial, ELP continued to publish its prisoner lists and even started up a 
new publication called “Spirit of Freedom”. 

ELP had two incentives for the creation of a new publication. Just before 
the start of the GANDALF Trial, the small freesheet called Eco-Vegan 
closed down, but by that point Eco-Vegan had become ELP’s main 
platform for distributing prisoner news. The decision to close Eco-Vegan 
was purely practical as its producer was ELP’s one and only remaining 
volunteer and he was one of the people due on trial. But within weeks of 
Eco-Vegan closing down, news emerged that two Leeds Earth First! 
activists had been jailed. ELP could not stand by and watch these two 
activists serving their sentence without some sort of recognition, so “Spirit 
of Freedom” was born. 

The second reason for the creation of “Spirit of Freedom” was a tactical 
move. In their mind the police had firmly linked ELP with the Earth 
Liberation Front and were accusing ELP’s last remaining volunteer of 
using various publications to both circulate Earth Liberation Front 
material and also incite both Earth Liberation Front and Animal Liberation 
Front activity. 

Everyone who looked at the old ELP publications agreed that they were 
too much linked in the police mind to the Earth Liberation Front. But it 
was hoped that a new publication would be free from such links, in the 


minds of the police, and that new volunteers would be able to take up a . 


new publication without too much legal complications/police interest. 

Happily just before the end of the GANDALF Trial some new volunteers 
for “Spirit of Freedom” did come forward. One of the new volunteers was 
a former Earth First! prisoner who recognised the importance of prisoner 
support. And despite all the obvious risks that were now very much 
associated with ELP, these new volunteers took on the work of ELP and 
by using their contacts they managed to redevelop and expand the ELP- 
Support Network. Under the new volunteers guidance “Spirit of Freedom” 


became a regular publication. They also set up a website, again called 
“Spirit of Freedom” which was able to disseminate prisoner news almost 
immediately and ELP established some good links with the ‘Earth First! 
Action Update’ (EF!AU), which regularly gave mention of prisoners. 

Without the new ELP volunteers ELP would have died a death. The only 
problem the new volunteers did find was the fact that ELP had always 
been a loss making project. The new volunteers couldn’t afford to keep up 
the production of a paper version of Spirit of Freedom newsletter, so after 
a couple of years this ceased and instead they concentrated on 
encouraging prisoner support via their website and via friendly 


‘ publications such as EF!AU. 


However, despite the fact the paper version of “Spirit of Freedom” ceased 
it was never totally forgotten as an idea. Then in March 2000, one of ELP 
old volunteers returned to ELP and launched a new publication, named the 
ELP Newsletter, E-mail was used for the distribution of the Newsletter 
wherever possible. Initially e-mail was used purely as a cost cutting 
exercise. However it was soon di d that il had other uses than 
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wsletter. UKELPSN also 
ject which distributes the names & 
details of any new eco-prisoner as soon as ELP gets their details. Contact 
urgentelp@spiritoffreedom.org.uk to recieve these updates ' 
North: American Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network, POB 
50082, Eugene OR 97440 USA 
naelpsn@tao.ca : 
provides support primarily for North American Earth/animal liberation 
and indigenous prisoners. They act as a clearinghouse on federal & state 
grand juries, anti-terrorism legislation and state repression of activist 
communities. They distribute a newsletter,Spirit of Freedom. which 
covers many issues. Spirit of Freedom is free to any prisoner that requests 
it and is $1.50 per issue or $10 for a four issue subsciption to anyone else. 
All inquiries about this website can be sent to this email/snail mail 
address. 
www-.spiritoffreedom.org.uk 
Donations to any of the above groups can be sent to the above addresses 
and will be used for postage, copy costs, website maintenance and books 
and zines for prisoners. We do not deal with legal defense funds but will 
help others set them up locally for friends and allies. It is best to send 
money orders with the “To” line left blank so we can process them éasily. 


The Importance of Supporting Prisoners 


By Harold H. Thompson 
First, it is important to stress that none of us is immune from arrest and 
prosecution for any number of alleged crimes. Especially once we have 
placed ourselves into the eye of the storm of struggle against the masters 
of capital, who believe their station in life gives them the legitimate power 
to enslave us in whatsoever form they choose, to use us up, throw us away 
and profit by the blood and sweat we shed in their wage slave shops, 
factories and mills of capitalism. Once we step out in any form of protest 
then the power of the state may fall upon us with unrelenting force. We are 
subject to arrest and imprisonment at any time, most of us, simply because 
we choose to be who we are because we want to live the lives we choose 
in spite of the plans others make for us, because we dare to be different or 
because our eyes are open to the realities of our likely future, wearing the 
yoke of capitalism around our necks like beasts of burden, not equal 
human beings, unless we throw off the weight on our back to stand in the 
sun in our rightful place. Look at the person beside you, across the way 
from you and then fully realize that individual may one day be arrested 
and so may you because you dare to be different, threatening to those who 
seek to control us, especially your life is governed by the principles of 
anarchism or you believe in / have undertaken direct action against your 
oppressors. Getting arrested is no joke so without getting too paranoid, 
find out what to do in such a situation and also wise up about the police. 
I am often blunt to the point of pain so I do apologize if my words have 
made anybody uncomfortable but I think one sobering thought really 
needs to bring a wake-up call, feeling of discomfort with it. That thought 
is I am here today sitting in a steel and concrete, tomblike cage writing 
these words to you but sometime in the future it might be you behind 
prison walls, writing comparable thoughts to the outside. If they come for 
you in the mornings... 
The ‘system’ and mainstream media portrays those of us within the ever 
increasing number of jails and prisons as being the equivalent of the 
proverbial biblical ‘unclean people’, to be feared, less than humans, and 
not to be bothered with or worthy any degree of outside concern or 
support. It amazes me how many intelligent people, including anarchists, 
active in political struggles, have to varying degrees bought into the 
disinformation put out by the system. The majority of the unfortunate 
residents of the gulags are for the most part just like other working class 
people on the outside, only through a twist of their destiny they were 
arrested, stood trial and were imprisoned. The system provides’ the 
sensationalist image of those behind gulag walls being a bad lot, best 
steered clear of because the system fears association between those inside 
and outside. © 
Inside is a potential army waiting to happen, which needs education, 
direction and support. The system desires nothing more than to maintain 
a wall of silence around the gulags isolating prisoners to break their minds 
and spirits. I have seen bodies broken and minds fragmented forever by 
the brutal hands of the keepers and their clever use of weaksuck, inmate 
lackeys. I have seen many men reach out to the struggles outside with 
heartfelt letters, eager for information about the various movements, 
education about them. Prisoners seeking compassion and comradeship. I 
have seen only a few of those who make contact, who are encouraged to 
learn, to grow, to realize who they are, their potential value to themselves 
and to the communities outside gulag walls. I have seen far many more 
give up and sometimes even gravitate towards the hate groups which are 
now in abundance within the gulags as they are out there. These eventual 
recruits to the ranks of the extreme right could have been soldiers within 
our ranks but those who claim to be revolutionaries outside chose to 
ignore their very existence. : 
I myself tried in vain for over a decade ‘inside’ to make contact with like- 
minded people embracing anarchist politics. I was determined to reach out 
and refused to give up, unlike a lot of other prisoners around me. I reached 
out at every opportunity and continued to reach out when there was no 
response, though many letters requesting political literature and anarchist 
books but above all, comradeship with other anarchists. My unanswered 
letters began in the late seventies, continued throughout the eighties and 
into the early nineties. Finally a first anarchist solidarity letter was handed 
to me by a faceless clone of a guard at a Tennessee gulag in 1992! That 
letter and letters since has been like a welcome breeze of fresh air blowing 
through a place where the air and life stands dormant. The mere fact a 
fellow anarchist bothered to write brought tears to my eyes, eyes I was 
long convince would never feel tearful moisture again. I’ve worked hard 
since tat first communication to break down the walls between us, you and 
I, to reach out, to show those who write I’m not different except for my 
circumstances of being within the belly of the beast. 
I am not saying the gulags do not hold their face share of social predators 
but many prisoners do become politicized within gulag walls due to their 
own learning efforts. Through direct experience of the system itself, 
which generally treats prisoners with such blatant injustice that many soon 
feel only resentment, contempt and anger towards it. Repression breeds 
resistance. | am merely. trying to point out the obvious pitfall of not 
supporting those seeking the tools to become politicized. 
Sadder still than these social prisoners ignored by the revolutionary 
movements are those should captured during direct or other political 
actions only to discover once in captivity that they appear to have 
somehow not been deemed worthy of support and are hence soon 
forgotten by their so called ‘comrades’. One conceptual truth screams out 
in my heart to be voiced so I will state it now. Any political movement or 
peoples struggle, which fails to provide support to fallen comrades is 
doomed to failure as certain as day follows night. Prisoner support should 


be considered as a top priority within all political movements and with all 
activists, as we, you or I, never know when gulag gates will slam shut 
behind us or when those gates to the outside will open again to allow our 
passage. back out once the system has us in it’s grasp. 
I have endured many hard years, over a decade and a half, within the 
gulags of this state. As I’ve already said I spent the first decade banging 
my head and heart against a wall of silence, attempting to reach out to ears 
that appeared to be deaf and eyes which appeared to be blind to my 
existence in hell. I never gave up. and have earned the right to point these 
issues out now, I have earned the right to speak out with the shedding of 
my blood, the pain of this, in past beaten, tired body and my spirit of 
anarchism has never been broken by my keepers and never will be! It has 
only been in recent years that I have been acknowledged by ma anarchist 
brothers and sisters out there. From my heart I state to you that I love you 
all! I will close now with these final words. Take care of each other, keep 
each other safe in the struggles which you face and never forget those in 
captivity because tomorrow’s captive of the monsters of this earth may 
well be you. Our common enemies are the same from country to country 
being only different in name and face. They represent the same ideology, 
which sees this planet and it’s populace as throwaway commodities. They 
threw away their humanity in exchange for power and profits. Stay strong 
and know in your hearts I am with you in revolutionary spirit in every act 
you undertake against those who oppress us. We only want the earth, they 
will never get us all! 
18,April 1995 
Harold H. Thompson is an anarchist prisoner serving life plus sentences 
in Tennessee, USA. He was sentenced in 1979 for the killing of a police 
informer who killed Harold’s partner and robbing a jewelry store. Plus 21- 
75 years for another shooting incident in Ohio. He was later also been 
given an extra 32 years for a failed armed escape attempt, is active as a 
jailhouse lawyer in prison. Harold has also written several articles and 
pamphlets. 
Harold H. Thompson #93992 
N.W.C.C. Site 1 Route 1, Box 600 
Tiptonville, TN 38079-9712 
. USA 
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wetsevious by The Great Refusal”: : 


- Rod Coronado is a Native American Indian, of the Yaqui 
- Tribe of Southern Arizona, who has been involved with 
- millitant direct action for the past 18 years. He has also 


: been a spokesperson for the American ALF. This interview. 


» Was conducted especially for RTB during his. te 
‘ speaking tour of the UK in September, 2002. What fo, 
: is a short part of a much longer conversation, so 
» deemed to fae to be ies” in a zine like ours. 


: R - There is no shortage of odepie willing to do 
» they seem to lack a lot of security sense. 


> G - But it’s almost inevitable; ‘if you 
- community, people involved like those 
: Action/Anarcho tend.to be a older, 
really doing anything. There i 
« it’s own crowd. The idea thai 
= looked upon. There d the w 


< Ceci to sprout from within t 
: become. 


« R - For me that was a huge part 
* political awareness and especially f 
* own life and once coming to England 
; having to apply to everyday life - | wasn't even Vv 
» time - but seeing bands like Poison Girls and Conf 
: blow my mind. I'd never hear anything like that. Then 
: the autonomy, and that you don’t have to be part of a ‘st 
And for me that was really empowering, we don’t need t 
* we can just go and do what we feel we should act upon. 


° @-Do you think there is a relatiofiship between American 
-« music and punk rock, as music as @ function and purpose 
» than just be a symbolism of ‘things’? - 


« R - Native American music as a medium, is 
« Spiritual and honouring of warrior culture rather 
: it, it’s very much in native American’ lifeways_ : 
: experienced is that one’s obligation to do things.is very much a 
» personal progression, you are not doing it because people are 
« directly telling you to do so. You are doing it because you have 
_; seen what the people do. My elder once told me ‘you can’t tell 
; another person from another Yaki person, it’s what they do this is 
= not how we work’ we are pretty much self-governing in that way. 
« In that sense it’s that | see as similar in anarchist and anarchy 
* theory, and punk rock, from the part | came 
: from, it seemed to have a clear message what it was about. In 
: Britain in the mid-1980’s it was very much about opposing nuclear 
» power, animal abuse, sexism. And just as it was for me, it was 
: very clear how to do it. It’s important to embrace your ideals, in 
: this sense | think it’s important to highlight resistance’s that were 
» none structured, and even non-political, because they were not 
« really recorded through history, and we about them in alternative 
* publications and that’s about it. And if we think how that has 
: effected our lives, you can only imagine how it effected someone 
« in a rural place. And in that sense that what | mean about it’s not 
* what you do but how you did it. We very much used to carry out 
: ALF actions with the media in mind, with such things as press 
: releases, actions that looked very good to the media that they 
» would embrace. | really started realising that our strategy was 
« beginning to be compromised, it wasn’t just about impacting the 
: industry. Then | realised, ‘Fucking hell, we just carried out this 
> One-time action, we went there, and we could have burnt the 
: whole place down’. But the only reason we didn’t was because we 
« thought too much about what the public thought. 


ing! repressive weed order. 


the Vail Ski Resort, that was burnt down, 


that | do want to live in a world that is genuine, and real. 


R - | didn’t really pay attention to the summit in South Africa, : 


In July 1995 Rod was incarcerated in Tucson Arizona, into : 
the US prison industry for the destruction of Government - 
property and aiding betting arson. Released last year, Rod : 
was. banned from talking to anyone for 12 months as part : 
- of his bail restrictions. Rod is now free, and his words and : 
-actions illustrate just how serious and commited we must: 
in order to “bring. about any change to an ever - 


that | Wanted to finki in ee that, ; 
essay wrote on a Critique of the Earth Liberation : 


nce was that they. built a bigger one in it’s : 
ide the point that it was self-defeating - 
of it’s harshness and lack towards a : 


oi was 95%, and it was only a 
‘that.supported the building of the : 
lowed it. bear the presence of « 


ynx as an Bdangereo 
do something, because - 


g 
that, well, | am not going to allow them to say that we can stil * 
have a sustainable future under the present economic and social - 
system, that idea is absurd. This will only if work if we do question « 
the industrial matrix of society. | don’t want to live in ‘their’ version : 
of what life should be - a sterile artificial existence - but, | know : . 


without looking ten years back to the Rio Summit. It was full of all : 
the gathering and environmental feel good values - but the : 


agreements that were eventually decided, how much of that has : 


possibly been put into place and taken on? The US more than any : 


other nation that has failed to put anything into practice. | think : 
more than anything, that gives us the rationale for future Direct « 
Action. If we think, ‘Well it’s ten years later, what has been the = 
product of that Earth Summit?’. The obligation is greater, to ° 
challenge governments, and to force corporations to make’ 
changes, instead of the loopholes of pollution credits. This is very « 
much rationalising tactics that aren’t working, and looking at : 
tactics that will work, like I’ve said before, we in the First world, do : 


EEESRE BEE 


have this obligation because we are living here, we do have to - 


make that choice, these are where the corporations live in peace, ° 


and why should they? 


=, G - Half the battle for me, is to look towards a future that | know 
« we Can live in, so | can remain sane in the one | am living in now. 
» Aclassic example, you are on a bus, and you see something of 
: the natural world growing through the concrete shell of a road, 
» you know what's around is geared up against you, and you realise 
: the totality that everything is not what it seems. 


* ©-The urban-pyschogeopraphy of every space, each of which is 
- under control, and we are only permitted to do this, but not that in 
« the spaces that we are given. 


: G - When you talked about the psychological intimacy you have 
: with the world, and when you were on the run, did you use this to 
> remain the same? Like what Fredrich Nietzche said, ‘don’t 
* become the monster you are fighting against’. How did the natural 
- world help you? 


» R-| think that was definitely a big part of i 
* Own personal power, and not falling int 
- what you are fighting, because | did 


» breaking up. Concrete 
» and if people didn’t dri 
* maintain them, and 4 
> reclaimed them. Th 
> failure of them to su 
« how much control 7 
* on one - man is gi 


11th showed the 
» control. 


» September 11th and tf 
: same thing, because | 


‘ monsters’ when they turn 
> anything, rather than America 
: faceless terrorist hiding out in the 
» East, and we should be angry at o 
: there ‘In Our Name’ carrying out acts 
» such extreme examples of violence back he 
« You can’t look at the US as the innocent victim 
» Every action of ours is obvious evidence: 
: though we say we aren't taking sides, when w 
: impartial towards Palestine why is there still arms and intelligence 
> being supplied to the Israel state? By virtue we make ourselves a 
» very legitimate target. If | was a Palestinian | would probably 
: doing the very same things against Israel and the US. | think 
» American families would too if they had their children and homes 
« destroyed. 


: The sunken Icelandic Whaling Fleet, November 8th 1986 - Rod’s handy work?!? 


SeKTSC SERRE RSH BE 
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The US needs to have terrorists in order to justify and rationalise « 
the military and control over the population, if there was a level of : 
resistance, then they wouldn’t be able to operate as they choose. : 
We always felt that changes in America with regards to press and : 
legislation, police powers was coming with over the course of 10- : 
15 years, but instead in 1 year, massive repression has come « 
because of the aftermath of September 11th. And with this in < 
mind, you think that there was prior knowledge to the event. | : 
know it sounds like a wild conspiracy, but, history has taught us : 
that this was not unthinkable.... : 


(Long conversation furthering into the US as an Empire, and the 
current situation in Iraq. - Ed) : 


G - I’ve been having a discussion with a number of friends : 
about the issues involving animal rights and animal : 
sa Native American, how do you witness these : 
when traditional ways of life have involved ° 


ideologies, ° 
le subsistence whaling in the North : 


nimal hunting, 


fi 


, in my mind, a 
Animal rights 
ined amusingly 
ion which is 
to those th 


| rights and animal liberation - 

much a Western ideology. : 
he ethics and morals of : 
ry much human centred, - 
re welcomed into the ; 
separateness from : 
on, i see it as no : 
nist’ and you were. » 
Is, because, there - 
on of animals, by : 


placing wildlife, : 
. We can't fool : 
animals just by - 


and in a harmonious 
hat we throw away, - 
xist today. Animal rights - 
that animals are the only : 


s can be pulled into ei Ss 
animals and humans bo 


an excuse to circumvent positive laws and - 
ere put in place to preserve and protect - 
have to remain static, and realise that ° 

p inymore, and over sustaining ourselves < 
fiére isn’t really that much of a need for it. It’s - 
very much a two-way street, we as ‘environmentalists’, can’t allow ° 
ourselves to become eco-colonialists, and ‘indigenous’ people : 
equally can’t allow ourselves, by virtue of the sovereignty can not ° 
become the dumping grounds for nuclear waste, that can’t be - 
legally stored anywhere else. : 


G - There is also the massive doses of Calvinism that is practised : 
by the West, especially, the |nnuip tribes - concerning the issue of « 
snow mobiles. They had their traditional way of life taken away « 
from them, communities fell down - the West thought that this : 
level of technics would have a positive value, but instead, they are ° 
looked upon as alcoholics that watch too much TV, but it wasn’t : 
themselves that built the snow mobiles, it was the West. ‘ 


R - Only through the destruction of their lifeway, that did not : 
recognise political borders, people were very much forced to : 
adapting and accepting these means whereas previously they « 
were able to.move around and be part of less exploitation in the : 
absence of Western technology. ° 


C - Linked in with that, how do you see the efforts of people that : 


are working towards ecological sustainability, especially when we : 
talk about living within the capabilities of your bio-region? : 


eee gesea ee 


; R-1 think many people are doing it because they realise that it’s 
» not just about finding outs wrong with society, but recreating to 
« something that it is right, | think, that the balance between the two, 
: is that you don’t absolve yourself in either one or the other, you 
» Create the alternatives to dominant society, and you work 
« Collectively to stop the destruction of these ways of life, and as 
« history repeats itself, it’s the destruction of previous ways of life 
* that are so familiar. The more connected we are to the land, the 
« More we start seeing the impact dominant society and 
« corporations has done to the land, the more we start returning to 
» that spiritual connection that past struggles have had. We need to 
* see that it’s very much about ‘walking your talk’... 


» C - The direct experience....? Ha! We can talk, what about the 
« Morrocan mint tea were are drinking right now! 


R - Ah, this is part of the alternative economy! 


» G - Well, there is some sage in the garden - very good for your 
: throat....two years ago to this date, there was the massive 
: blockades of the petrol depots, you just saw, that in 7 days, 
» without fuel getting to an area, there was the mass panic, food 
* wasn’t on the shelves...that’s how tentatively everything is 
: balanced, especially in regards to the oil industry, once that goes, 
» everything else will go with it. It’s the key to maintain this present 
« system. 


: C - Like when it was the Queens Jubilee and the Football world 
: Cup - linking in with this - there was a massive drop in economic 
« production - in talking with a friend of mine we came to the 
* conclusion that there was no drop in quality of life, even though 
; the production line was slower than normal...how much do we 
> actually need then? 


: R- This just shows, the level of how much industrialisation is just 
: for the sake of profit, even when considering this present system, 
» never mind, one existing inside a revolutionary current. Hopefully, 
: as we live in the society of addiction of excess, it just shows how 
» important direct action is, it can break the cycle of addicts, and it 
: can allow people long enough to see what the value is in life, only 
: through blackouts, when people can’t turn on the TV ‘all of a 
» sudden | can’t do anything’ no, you can do something, you can do 
* plenty, you’ve just never had the time to think about it before. 


» G - I’ve been reading Ann Hansen's book, ‘Direct Action’, she 
« wrote about the romantic side about being on the run, did the 
: danger of direct action draw you further into it, as an exciting way 
: to live your life? 


Artwork borrowed from the Earth First! Journal : 


R - Most definelty, when you live, when it can be taken from you : 
at any moment you gain an incredible level of appreciation or it. ° 
When | look at 19th Century photographs of my people, you see = 
them standing proudly, they are as fit as a fiddle, only drinking < 
fresh water and eating wild meats, they don’t want anything to do ° 
with the invader, | think their spirit is shining so much through : 
them. Experiences become the the necessary formula to enjoy - 
living in a way that we were intended to - through struggle, and - 
fighting for what we believe in - do we achieve an appreciation of : 
life that we were meant to practice?At least that’s what i believe. ; 
for me it was becoming closer to the land, and using that on » 
actions. Direct action is the first and very large step towards ° 
personal-liberation, you can’t work outside the laws of the state, : 
without realising that we have recreate our own lives, and reclaim ° 
what we have lost within ourselves and take control of our lives. « 
That book showed how a urban-guerialls can not survive without : 
the necessary direct action and radical community support - in no : 
way is the structure to support sustained direct action there. We - 
have to encourage that we support people behind bars, help in « 
legal defence, ask them how you can speak for them, do not ° 
leave people that risk their lives in the cold - support them| : 


G - One more question, if you picked up this interview, and you * 
realised that you needed to act upon what you have read, how : 
would you initially do it. What would you do in order to become * 
someone who does want eradicate dominant society and the : 
entities that colonise each and every part of our lives? 


R - First thing - look around you. See the governmental and : 
corporational repression that is being carried out, see where it - 
forms closest to you and going to fight against that. It should be © 
about fighting for revolution in your own back yard, not only : 
because it;s practical, but because you know your own : 
environment. Its very much finding the enemy among you and - 
taking action upon this. Prevent injury to people and to yourself, « 
with the empowerment that comes with direct action a recognition : 
that not enough people are doing it, we also have to evolve into a ° 
security culture. don;t put your faith into dominant communication - 
systems, When you go to talk about actions, go to the woods, not : 
over email! The need is there, and alternative communities are : 
out there that will give you information and the friendship you : 
need. We have to take responsibility for our own lives... : 


sea aa Sa forms does resistance to the system 
an , commonly take? Can you give us any good 


“| examples? 
4 Prison disturbances have become increasingly 
' | _| harder to occur, as the primary aim of the 


prison service is security. Prisoner struggles 


DISTRIBUTION | se? both individually and collectively are still 


BOOKS TO PRISONERS Back common, with hunger strikes, work strikes, 


dirty protests, and there was a prison riot 
27, OLD GLOUCESTER STREET, é é : as : 
LONDON. WCIN 3XX. earlier this year in Portland YOI in Dorset. 


, In recent years we’ve had developments 
This interview originally appeared in the last i issue of Cat ona ee within the prison system such as electronic 
String’ zine, thanks to Rachel for letting us reproduce this......... Dg ee eer ee tagging and ‘floating’ prisons. What future 
; ; changes can you see the state making? How influential do you think 
» the us system is becoming on British policy? 

« | think American penal policy and crime control is very influential in this 
: * country. American prison activists campaign about the prison industrial 
< complex. With many manufacturing industries looking abroad for cheaper 
: wage labour and no union rights, prisons offer an endless captive 
° workforce with little rights and a weekly wage of £10. This is widespread 

in America and happening here. Also the two strikes and you’re in prison 
; for life has been adopted from America. 


Can you briefly outline what Haven does? 
Haven distributes free educational literature to prisoners serving time in < 
British and Irish prisons. 


What inspired you to become involved in prisoner support? When ° 
and how did Haven begin? 

I first became inspired to be involved in prisoner support after reading a + 
copy of Alan Reeves book ‘Notes from a Waiting Room and a copy of the : 
abe bulletin, about 10 years ago. I used to run a mail order distro like ; 
active, then I heard about the left bank project in America and decided that « 
was an excellent idea and converted the distro to a free books to prisoners + * 
one. 


= What issues has the now widespread practice of Incarcerating 
° refugees raised for prisoner support organisations? How badly do you 
: ‘ think the media smear campaign against refugees has affected public 
> sympathies? What do you think of the implications of the new term 
: ‘asylum seekers’ as opposed to ‘refugees’? 
° With incarcerating refugees it highlights this countries respect for human 
$ rights. Hundreds of people see asylum in this country, from a repressive 
* War 
: torn country, only to be greeted with imprisonment. The media tell people 
* how high to jump and they will jump. The media, like the far right groups, 
: like to highlight scapegoats for the social and economic problems the 
: lower classes face on a daily basis, and lay the blame on refugees. I don’t 
: think there is much in the label of asylum seekers and that of refugees. 


Does Haven maintain links with other prisoner support groups such *« ; These people are clearly seeking asylum, but not imprisonment and 
as the ABC? How did the dissolution of the ABC network affect ° s xenophobia, 

campaigns for prison issues? 

I receive info from the European and Australian ABC groups. The : 
dissolution of the ABC network in this country hasn’t really had much of = 
an effect on prison issues, as the network had very little involvement in $ 
practical support with prisoners anyway. 


What sorts of books are most in demand from prisoners? Do you ever ; 
have problems getting some material past prison authorities? 

The books, which are frequently requested, are dictionaries and the : 
“Writers and Readers’ range of ‘For beginners’ titles. We do have ; 
numerous problems with getting books into jails. A prisoner in Full Sutton ; 
is currently, with the assistance of the Prisoners Advice Service, bringing + 
the prison to a possible judicial review, as they have put a blanket ban on * 
haven, claiming that we are a threat to the yt order and Discipline ; 
(GOAD) of the establishment. 


Say you think that imprisonment is ever an effective deterrent against 
°* crime? Or does it just reflect a level of vindictiveness within society? 
> Is imprisonment ever necessary in the sense of protecting society 
@ > from, say, a serious sex offender? How important is it to work for 
; reform of the current system as a short-term goal? 
* Prison only works as a deterrent insofar as it contains someone for a short 
$ or long period of time, in which during that time they are unlikely to be 
: » deterred from ever breaking the law again. Prison is by its very nature 
* counter-productive. The socially and economically disadvantaged are 
© over - hs she argo the prison population, and it’s not going to be 
offender will benefit considerably 
€ to meet similar people who have 
ciety need to start addressing 
intense hatred of women and 
id kill them! Reform is simply 


Do you deal primarily with British prisoners? Do you have much : 
communication with those inside overseas? | 

Yes, we deal primarily with British prisoners firstly because of the cost, 
and secondly if the books are refused we want the inmates to challenge the : 
prison officer’s decision. 


How do you view mainstream reformist groups such as Amne 
Reformist groups are all very well at campaigning to i 
prisoner’s conditions. But, I find it a bit like, imagine someg 
to give you a kicking, along comes a group of 
your attackers should wear boxing gloves so a 
than tackling the problem head on. (Does that; 


When you offer aid is it primarily to 
decision to support a prisoner be 
they’re charged with? For exa . a 
people jailed for crimes whic n HWOS * hove oe. . * : aga 
communities, such as muggi cs 
people jailed for sex offen 
We used to follow the A 
offenders. This caused numer 
but it was never a policy of our 
longer ask people what they are 
telling the truth and eve 
offenders (as do most es 
with any sex offe 2 


If someone jailed for one-of-th 
the prison regime from the-inside; 
to support them? 
We simply supply prisoners with literature and do ni 
prisoners campaigns. I personally write to a few p 
basis and some of their crimes were anti-social. 


ey are human beings like 
ad ‘you’re not going to get 

inute tossers’ to drop out 
risoners shouldn’t be 
i upport that you are not 


Major acts of resistance within prisons, such as Steaigeways are all = : ependatit on donations, so send us money and 


that the public ever gets to hear about. How widespread and what « 


4 


i "ll fave you lots! 


Introduction 


Mark Barnsley has been a political prisoner of the State since his 
imprisonment in 1994 when he was attacked. by 15 drunken students 
outside a pub in Sheffield in the U.K. and given a sentence of twelve 
years for supposedly attacking them. Before his ie he ack Mark 
was a dedicated political activist, editing the local Sheffield Anarchist 
newspaper as well as eee an enthusiastic climber and writer and 
father to his three young children. That Mark should be imprisoned for 
being the victim of an unprovoked attack my a group of students, some 
of whom had been drugged up as well as drunk, led to the suspicion that 
this was na ‘accidental miscarriage of justice, but a calculated move to 
‘take out’ a political activist of long-standing. Since his imprisonment, 
Mark’ case has been well documented through the support of his 
campaign group, activists who have supported and highlighted Mark's 
case, Mark’ own writings from prison and his steadfast conviction to 
fight a miscarriage of justice that should never have occurred«Fwo 
books have been produced by the Justice for Mark Barnsley Campa 
Group entitled “Beaten Up, Fitted-Up, Locked Up - Mark 

‘The Pomona Incident’ - A Miscarriage of Justice” and ‘ 
of the Enemy - Mark Barnsley’s Struggle fe rh 
been highlighted in various zines and ‘magazines. 
Barnsley s case is important. Not only: the injustice that has 
happened to Mark himself and the effect tha hisov 


Mark 


- tha ; 
you liberty on the line for me, that’s i 
“to other activists | think. That so 


In late June 2002, Mark was released from 

restrictions — him after having served th 

in 1994 pending an investigation of his ¢ase 

follows is a brief description of what happe 2 Mark on 
day in June 1994 followed by an interview with Mark alf. 


Our thanks go out to 
Setting the scene 


a group o 
as Well Mark 


A knife had been produced by one of the students in the early stage 
the attack but had dropped if to the floor. Mark had then managed to 
grab hold of the knife, fearing that he may be stabbed and attempted to 
get away. As the students caught him up and began beating him 
pubehing and kicking him to the floor, some of the students received 

nife injuries. Not one independent witness saw Mark stab anyone, only 
that Mark was being attacked himself. 


Despite the fact that every single independent witness stating that Mark 
was the person being attacked, Mark himself was .the only person 
arrested and charged in the ‘incident’ charged with 5 counts of Grievous 
Bodily Harm (GBH). Mark’s trial a year later was littered with lies, 
perjury, the withholding and planting of evidence, judicial bias, and a 

ysterical local A pea campaign. Mark was convicted eventually on 2 
counts of GBH and 3 lesser wounding charges. The expected 
recommendation for these charges when the court adjourned was for 
probation to be given. Instead, Mark received a prison sentence of 12 
vears!!! 


TTL 
The Interview 


RTB: So when did you get out of prison? 


Mark: 24th June. I was released with absolutely nothing from a 
maximum-security prison withy no help whatsoever. So yeah, it’s been 
hard in a lot of ways. 


RTB: How much help has the support group been to you? . 


me and so after getting out, I’m living now in South 

shire. Im living in Rotherham. Basically, I don’t know many 
eople there. I’m thetemore.or less by accident. It can be quite lonely 
ut it’s nice to be with some people who do care about what aes to 
1¢ and are willing to show that because there are people here who were 
avolved inthe CPS (Crown Prosecution Service) action. Things like 
t an incredible amount to'me, that some te a could put their 

dible and should be really inspiring 

[ it Sort.of action and the Hepworth action, 

the occupation of Hepworth pet tg, that was a really good inspired 
action and had a really big effect on the way I was being treated at the 


time. 


RIB: So when you found out you were going to be released from 
prison you just got no help, guidance, nothing at all? 


ecurity because they were worried 
of trouble in prison or something? Is 


ge for your politics or to 


M: Well, both; both. The fact that I was the main defence witness in 


the Full Sutton Riot Trial in 1998 made a big difference. (Full Sutton 


Uprising oceurred in 1997 in a maximum-security prison near York. 
Two wings were destroyed). They treated me markedly worse and they 
randomly charged a number of people. I was a i defence witness 
and they (prisoners charged) were found not. guilty apart from two 
people who were for various reasons convicted. Theirs was technical 
evidence not the evidence of the screws or anything and shortly after 
that my treatment got markedly worse and I knew that would happen. 


RTB: In what sort of way? Or do you prefer not to talk about that? 


M: Well, ghosted around the country. Ghosting is like being moved 
suddenly like right, you’re off, and they’ II just take you. Being dragged 
to the block (segregation unit) so you lose all your possessions, you 
can’t get access to your legal papers, you maybe lose some of those, 
spending long times in the segregation units. I’ve been all over the 
ae. In one year alone I was moved everywhere from Durham to 
Cardiff to the Isle of Wight via a load of other places... 


RTB: So that can affect your own morale and friends visiting...? 


M: Yeah, that’s the idea. Trying to break you up from your upper! 
network not just from outside prison but within prison as well so they 
think they can nperets you from other cons (prisoners) who support you 
and the thing is that doesn’t always happen and like I say, I can go to any 
prison in the country and I’m going to know people who will support 
me. When I went to Parkhurst, I’d never been to Parkhurst before on the 
Isle of Wight, I’m in the block, straight away there’s people there who 
know about me or have heard about me and are saying ‘do you want a 
book?’, ‘do you want a sandwich?’, ‘do you want some tobacco?’, 
although I don’t smoke, and one guy said to me ‘do you want a cup of 
tea?’ and I said ‘how are you going to get a cup of tea to me?’ and he 
said ‘oh, I’ve got a flask down here and I’ll send it up on the line’ 
(laughter). 


RTB: So how does word get about in prison? 


M:: Well it’s a small system erat the maximum security system as 
there’s only four mainstream dispersals and one other, so it’s a sma 


a A a a a a a a i a a a a a a Mi la hi i Pc 


system and. everyone knows each another and you get a good name or a 
bad name very quickly and people know what you're about like y’*know 
but that year, 2000, I was moved from Full Sutton to Long Lartin, Long 
Lartin to Cardiff, Cardiff to Woodhill, Woodhill to Parkhurst, Parkhurst 
to Woodhill, Woodhill to Wakefield, from Wakefield to Franklin, so all 
over the country and that is supposed to be unlawful but they do that 
routinely to certain prisoners. 


RTB: How has it been for you psychologically since you’ve been 
released? ; 

M: Well, strangely enough it hasn’t been as difficult as I thought it 
would be in the sense that; I mean the Dutch have done a lot of studies 
into the effects of long term imprisonment and they reckon that after five 
years of continual imprisonment the psychological effects are 
irreparable and if you look at —— like Paddy Hill and all the members 
of the Birmingham Six and the Guildford Four who spent long periods 
in custody as miscarriage of justice victims and have had brain scans and 
you can see the damage to their brains the same way you can see damage 
to a boxers brain, yeah, there are holes in it. One of the worst things 
about imprisonment, one of the most psychologically damaging things 
about imprisonment, as psychologists well know, and psychologists 
assist the Home Office in every aspect of imprisonment regimes these 
days, one of the most damaging things is the disempowerment but the 
thing is, I’ve never let the pron system take control of my life anymore 
than they’re prepared to. I’ve fought them all the way and I think that’s 
important that people do that. That way you will survive, you might 
spend long periods in the block but you will survive better 
psychologically if you hang on to your integrity and humanity rather 
than let them take it away because I don’t know what state 

in if you get out after 8 years with the sort of regimes t 

prison now y’know. They’re completely dehumani 

since I got out I expected to have difficulty just ¢rossin 

fact the strangest thing of all is the normality ‘ r e 
different life, it’s not like | was before I was in prison and its not like 
when I was in prison and while Lstill ate to prison very much 
intellectually, emotionally its almgst severed. 1 mean psychologi 

we develop all sorts of coping m i on’t we for. coping w 

pee traumatic experiences and I 

that. 


RTB: Do you think people on the ‘outside’ when you're in prison 
really understand what prison lif ? 


into it. I mean it’s deliberately, kept a 

really knew what it was like they might actt 

y’ know but : $ constant drip 

media about are holiday ca 
i 


RTB: What! As in a cage - cage!? 


M: Yeah, you can spend years in segre 
rules just because they suspect you fe 
like police states so no, I don’t think pee 

happening inside and they’re not helpe 

support groups who in the past didn’t 
are so marginalized from the prison § hey haven't bot 
to update the information that theyre passing out, is mane bot 
to find out what’s happening there, Te only people they re in 
with are characters who’ll Basically tell them 

tenner. 


RTB: Do you think the medias erception off 
people up to be different types of prisoners an 


whether they’re vio 

or whatever, do you think there’s some sort of social stigma that stops 

— wanting to become involved in finding out about prisoners or 
ow to support prisoners? 


‘on and how they LM 


M: Of course, yeah, because people think, people view that process of 
dehumanisation is something that you see in many aspects of society and 
life in general that people do that to asylum seekers, ‘they’re not like us 
they’re something else’, or refugees or immigrants, segregating you into 
different races and they do the same with prisoners Gecause otherwise 
they might have to take a moral responsibility for what’s being done in 
their name so to say it’s not going to happen to me, it’s only going to 
happen to those other people an apes the people who go to 
prison, they’re all working-class. You get virtually no middle-class 
people at all. 


RTB: Have you met many other prisoners who are also innocent who 
don’t get the same profile as you: 


M: Yeah sure, hell of a lot. When I was in prison in the early 80s in 
1980-81, it was relatively rare that you’d come across someone who'd 
say they were innocent. I’d say there’s probably 10% of the British 
prison population who have been fitted up in some way I mean often 
criminals, like villains, you talk to them and it’s clear that they’ve been 
fitted up but they just view that as an occupational hazard, so they’ll say 
‘well I was doing this and they fitted me up for that’ so they don’t make 
too much of a fuss about it but that doesn’t mean it is right because if the 
cops are fitting them up, they’ll fit other people up and very often they 
do fit people oe with criminal records because it’s easier to do sa. Like 
Paddy Hill (Birmingham Six) had a criminal record. Very often 
miscarriage of justice victims often do have previous minor convictions 
because what that means is that a) they are already in the police frame; 
b) they already have a profile of them and they’re known to the police 
arid it makes them easier for them to fit them up but also it means when 
they go to court, because of their previous criminal conviction, it’s 
harder for them to challenge the evidence. The rules are different and I 
mean, what is happening now through David Blunkett (UK Home 
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Secretary) you’re going to end up with the jury actually being able to 
know the previous criminal conyictions of people and if somebody is 

ged with burglary and has a previous conviction of burglary or 
ng else, the chances are that.they are going to be convicted 
because that’s the way jury’s work. I mean the prosecutors and the 
lage know exactly how to manipulate jury’s, they do so day in day out, 
they fit up working-class people day im, day out. 


RIB: Plus the media use that at the moment with this Jill Dando 
thing saying look, he’s got a collection of guns, he’s done this in the 
past... itt Bando was a popular TV personality murdered outside her 
London flat two years ago. A man named Barry George was convicted 
‘ case was allegedly rather 
ky and there are protests regarding his innocence). 
7 If . the media are very cor 
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€n fitted up, you’re fair game. hat are 
ou ie here’s nothing you can do about 
It, It’S ea ag you.off particularly if you’re convicted of some 
horrendous crime even if maybe you’re not guilty of it. It’s fair game 

them to attack every aspect of your personality. I mean look at the 

chael Stone casé for example; they basically got all the local smack- 

sads from around where he lives selling some of the most ridiculous 
stories just to pa 


noise, didn’t bother explaining what it was about and 
says it all about the British media. 


RTB: Can you explain the Incentives and Earned Privileges Scheme 
because that was something that was only brought in in the last year 
or two! 


M: After the Strangeways riot of 1991, a serious setback for the State, 
just as the Tories made preparations after the defeat by the Miners in 
1974, so the prison Service start making preparations in terms of how 
they are going to deal with prison resistance in the future. What they 
used as the excuse to introduce that wave of repression that is still going 
on now was the first of the escapes from White moor Prison in 1994 by 
three I.R.A. prisoners which was not long after I’d been locked up and 
the escape from Park Hurst by three prisoners there, so what appa 
was they instituted two reports known respectively after their authors as 
the Woodcock Report and the Learmont Report and basically they were 
stacked. Woodcock was previously Britain’s highest-ranking cop and 


could be expected not to do prisoners any favours and Learmont was just 
some doddery old Colonel Blimp type. So they made reports on 
SS security aimed papacy at the White moor Special Security 
nit whereas, which is where prisoners at White moor escaped from, but 
then their recommendations were introduced across the board in prison. 
Now one of the things they introduced came from the American system, 
so what’s going on in British prisons now happened in American prisons 
10 years ago. The Incentives and Earned Privileges system isn’t new. 
They tried in Britain and it was called the Staging System but at that 
time during the 80s prisoners were too militant to accept it, now. things 
are different, we’re dealing with Thatcher’s children basically and 
there’s less innate militancy amongst prisoners. How it works is 
basically is the same old divide and rule strategy that the State always 
uses and its basically a State defined class system that splits prisoners 
into three categories so none of them got the same privileges prior to the 
scheme but at the top you’ve got a small number of grovellers and 
asses, compliant prisoners who are on the enhanced privileged level so 
they are the enchanted, they can do no wrong, they’re allowed to spend 
£15.00'a week of their own money, they get more time out of the cells, 
they get more visits, they can apply for certain jobs that other prisoners 
can’t, basically they’re treated better than everyone else, and then the 
bulk of the prisoner population is on the standard regime which means 
they’re allowed to spend up to £10.00 a week of their own money, 
assuming they have some money, they get 3-4 visits.a month, they’re 
locked ri more than the enhanced level prisoners and then below that 
there’s the basic level which has been used as a way of basically 
unishing prisoners without them having to be hauled before the prison 
angaroo courts where they usually administer prison punishments. You 
can be placed on basic for anything, it could be you are an appellant and 
are refusing to do so called offending behaviour courses yo tt ef 
basic and that means that you can be held in the block, you gan 


RTB: Can you explain what the block is? 
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M: The block. is the segregation unit, y 
confinement without having committed. 
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RTB: And what can £2.50 a week buy you in priso j ! 
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do, or refusing to take part in so called sentence planning which is 
basically to do with admitting responsibility for your offence and if 
you’re a miscarriage of justice victim of course you don’t have any 
offence to come to terms with so just for behaving with ppd ode 2 ‘gle can 
be punished ‘and placed on basic and its been a very successful tool in 
terms of the prison struggle. 


RTB: Does it set prisoner against prisoner? 


M: Yeah, definitely, sure, I mean to the extent that I can remember at 
Franklin Prison where the enhanced wings had televisions and basically 
a lot of privileges that the other wing did not have. They decided on the 
standard wing to introduce (that’s Prison Service policy) to introduce 
televisions that all enhanced prisoners and standard: prisoners can have 
televisions because it’s a very useful way of manipulating them, it’s a 
way they can get people to lock up more and they actually make a profit 
out of it so it’s a way of controlling. So they introduced televisions on 
the standard wing and the prisoners on the enhanced wing were 
complaining about it! So yeah, it’s been a very effective tool. It’s a very 
ood psychological tool, it’s an old tactic but it’s still an effective one, 
ivide and rule. 


RTB: Psychology is also used more extensively in prisons as well 
these days, can you explain....? 


M: Yeah, at one time, a prison may have one psychologist; it might not 
have one. Now a maximum-security prison has probably got 40-50 
psychologists and the Home Office has used them a lot in terms of how 
Bey develop repression in prisons and an example of that is the Earned 
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amore powerful and more obvious. At one 

‘aware of encountering the State unless you 

or you got arrested, especially if you lived in a 
tobably get by and not come into contact with the 

be aware you were, but now because of the way 
ecretaries have built up police powers, the State has 
owertul, or much more overtly powerful, and much more 


RTB: Would you say more visible? 


M: Oh certainly. CCTV cameras, DNA testing, talk of introducing I.D. 
cards, armed police on the street, sure yeah, we certainly are living in a 
police state now. 


RTB: Would you argue that even that in itself is a way. of controlling 
people to stop them from thinking about doing anything? The fear 


M: Yeah, sure fear and prison is all part of that, the threat of prison. 
RTB: Because prison hasn’t always existed has it? 


M: No, it’s a relatively new concept although imprisonment has existed 
going back to Greek times, it was rarely used and was only used in 
imited ways. If you go back a couple of hundred years, the idea of 
punishment is that it should be public, that people who offended against 
the State, who broke the laws of the State should be punished publicly 
and people would be put in fear because they saw what could happen to 
them so they were executed or dealt with in all sorts of brutal ways, even 
if it meant only being put in the stocks, but what tended to beppen was 
that people began to identify with the people who were actually being 
punished and also it offended against modern sensibilities to do with the 
integrity of the body and whatever, so the last thing that the State wanted 
was people rioting at a public execution. Transportation was used of 
course but eventually they ended up, with no small part due to the 
American Revolution, with nowhere to send people and that’s when we 
really see the rise of the Police State. 


RTB: So in terms of today’s society, a lot of people still believe in 
prisons because they think there should be a blame culture to a certain 
extent and that people need punishment for something because a lot of 
people these days, there’s a lot about the victim, so there’s a lot that 
goes on inside prisons that the general public really does not 
understand or know about.? 


M: I mean the bottom line is that prison really doesn’t work. If it did 
then the prison population would be going down and not going up and 
when young men or young women are locked up for petty offences then 
they tend to develop along a certain career path that will lead to more 
imprisonment in the future. So for people to think that they are afforded 
some kind of protection by imprisoned people is a completely false 
concept, it really doesn’t work to any extent at all. 


RTB: So there needs to be a real radical overhaul of.... 


M: Well I think we need to think about it in a different way. We have 
to because prison doesn’t work. 


not just law and order, it’s more of a global thing in terms of how 
society operates and the values we 


RTB: Do you think it’s a larger of as well like how society works, 
a 


ve in society? 


M: Well, the thing is prison isn’t really about punishing people who do 
wrong, it’s about locking up working-class people, it’s a threat to those 
who are prepared to toe the line. The biggest crimes in society and the 
biggest crimes in the world are committed by rich people and they don’t 
go to prison, so it’s not about that at all. 


RTB: I actually remember reading a bit about that because there’s a 
lot of people saying that there’s a lot of white collar crime that goes on 
because white collar crime often goes unrecognised because they’ve 
ot the lawyers, the legal system on their side, and it’s only recent 
appenings such as ‘Enron’ whereupon corporate crime has been 
highlighted. 
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M: In terms of prisoner support? 
RTB: Yeah. 


M: The sort of support, I mean letter 

writing should be seen as a starting point 76) 
and-end-all. What prisoners require is the so 

that prisoners can see that St are willing to | 

and hopefully they’ll be able to extend solidarity to 


when people from our movement are imprisoned, we really need to get 


behind them and offer them maximum solidarity and everything we can 
for them. 


RTB: Would you like to explain what the protest at Franklin Prison 
today was about? 


M: The noise protest up there today was in solidarity with four 
ai who are being held in the segregation unit there who have all 
een forced onto a dirty protest. One of them was forced onto it at first 
then. the others have gone onto it in solidarity with him because of the 
way he has been treated which has basically been being threatened with 
being beaten up by racist screws, not being fed, being given one meal a 
day; they’re now being given only three small cups of water a day. 


RTB: Is the prisoner black as well? 


M: Yeah, Tony Daniels, yeah, he’s black, and he said to me relatively 
recently, in fact only a year ago, that a screw from Franklin Prison was 
sacked for wearing a Swasti a tie-pin, I mean they’re not always the 
most enlightened people screws, but the thing is with Be on, they will 
always try to keep it a secret closed world, to keep what’s happenin 

there quiet and we need to be able to put the spotlight on those sorts o 

inhumanities, to expose the way prisoners have been treated, and the 
way that prison staff are behaving and in this case, the governor is 
entirely complicit in the way - they’ve been taken to court over the way 
they treat prisoners in the segregation unit there, made absolutely no 
difference to them whatsoever there of course. 


RTB: How can we find out about information about prison and 
prisoner semper because in some ways it is difficult starting point for 
some peo le: + scat 

M: mean unfortunately it is difficult for people to get accurate 
information about what is happening in prisons because it is such a 
secret world but there is a growing network of prisoner support groups 


around the country that are a bit more clued up about what is going on 
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in there and are committed to supporting prisoners and to oo the 
prison struggle so one of the campaigns that I'd like to get of the ground 
shortly is the campaign against the exploitation of prison labour by 
private companies. Prisoners are forced to work; they are slaves; if they 
don’t work they are poplar they have segregation and they can have 
days added to their sentence and what’s happening is that you have 
npanies who are increasingly seeing that captive labour force 
proposition and are willing to exploit it. I mean well- 
s Virgin, Dyson, Harrods, use prison labour. 

them and I think that’s something we have 

ompanies are rather desperate to keep these 

often the same companies are exploiting third 

a big fuss when Dyson recently moved their 

o they could use cheap, non-unionised labour 
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re’s an address (see end of article) 

there is a lot that can still be done 

t something that needs to or should 

in prison anymore because my struggle 

still going on. So they can do that or e- 

the web-site. In terms of other 

ce, there are other miscarriage of justice 

ich you can obtain from the campaign web-site, 

in terms of. nen wat other campaigns who 

scartriages of justice they can get involved with and 

er of prisoner support groups that are also listed on the 

, prison is an issue which does affect all working-class 

people and there is plenty to do and I hope we will see the growth and 
re-emergence of prisoner support and people willing to share real 
solidarity and support of imprisoned comrades because now as a 
political activist it is needed now more than at any time in the past. They 
are locking up more and more working-class people than ever and 
solidarity is the only insurance we have against that; the idea of standing 
together and vied for each other. That’s the only sort of thing we 
have against the might of the State. That’s the only protection we have. 


Campaign Group for Mark Barnsley 


Justice for Mark Barnsley 
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HD1 3XX 
England 


e-mail: barnsleycampaign@hotmail.com 
website: www.freemarkbarnsley.com 


It's fairly obvious to someone with two brain cells and a shred of : straight there, and it’s about 95% reliable. On the whole though, if 
human compassion that being banged up is a shitty experience -: you were writing to prisoners I'd always enclose a SAE or at least 
lonely, boring and frustrating- and since British prisons are do still : a stamp. 

let inmates get mail then obviously the best way to get in touch with = 

a prisoner and cheer their day up is to write ‘em a letter. So far, so: 5) SO WHAT THE HELL DO | WRITE THEN? 

bloody obvious. You've read that in countless punk zines, made a : Okay, this is the bit that trips most people up-you know how to send 
mental note to write to someone inside, then either a) forgot all: a letter, but you don’t know what to write. You’re worried that what 
about it after your next pint... or b- bottled out of it coz you don’t: you write might sound stupid, or make them feel worse, or you 
know what to write. Well | hold my hand up on both scores, |I’ve : simply can’t think of anything. Of course if the prisoner is your mate, 
always thought writing to ‘our comrades on the inside’ is a great: this bit is easy, but what about a total stranger, someone you now 
idea, but in practice I’ve seldom got round to actually doing it, : nothing about apart from their name, charges and sentance? Well 
beyond the odd Christmas card here and there. : | reckon there’s no formula here, but for a first letter you should 
Then | got nine months for affray, and as soon as | found myself on : introduce yourself. Tell them a bit about yourself, what you do, what 
the other side of that big metal door it all became clear. | don’t mind : you're into, where you got their address and so on. This breaks the 
saying, the letters and cards | got on the first few days kept me from : proverbial ice and also gives them something to write about if they 
falling to bits, and even when you're having a shitty day the arrival = reply. Apart from that just fill a couple of sides of A4 with owt you 
of some post lifts the spirit no end. So here is my brief guide to: can think of- crap jokes, reminiscences, what you did last Friday 


cheering up someone in a 7x11. : night after 10 pints etc. Some letters | got, like the one about how 
° great iron maiden were, seem a bit daft but they had me in stitches. 
1) WHERE DO ! FIND A PRISONER? : Anything you write about is welcome reading, believe me. There’s 


Well that depends... It's easy to get addresses for political : just a couple of pointers I'd remind you of... 
prisoners from various organisations, like E.L.P, A.L.F, S.G and: a) everything is read coming in (theoretically at least) so boasting 
various anarchist periodicals. The internet is useful too and looking = about your latest dodgy deals or illegal exploits might not be the 
up sights like ‘Spirit of Freedom will make a nice change from « best idea. 
gawping at computer fetish sites. Of course there’s also friends of: b) If your prisoner is inside for something political, don’t start 
friends and | guess you could even write to your local twockers if praising them as some sort of ‘hero to the cause’ “ | admire your 
you were feeling incredibly charitable. * great sacrifice blah, blah, blah” it’s just cringy. If someone’s banged 
: up for political stuff they don’t (or shouldn’t) want to be seen as 
2) BUT THEY’RE COMPLETE STRANGERS! AND THEY'RE: martyrs, they're just normal people, unlucky enough to get caught! 
CRIMINALS... : C) A lot of people (including myself previously) seem to hold back 
Like you’ve never done anything dodgy yourself eh? Well you might : from telling prisoners about ‘fun’ stuff, thinking it'll depress them or 
not know anything about them yet, but you can find out some + make them homesick hearing about people having a laugh on the 
basics like what they’re in for and how long - this should be ; outside. This is bollocks, they'll already be homesick and it’s just 
available from wherever you get the address from. Any extra: good to hear normal life is still going on, so do not feel like you can’t 
information like whether they have kids, what kind of music they’re : mention gigs, parties, extravagant nights down the boozer etc. 
into, football teams, previous experience of prisons etc is a bonus = d) Always ask a few questions, like how they’re doing, if they need 


cuz it makes it easier to think what to write. $ any other support, plans for when they get out etc. It makes writing 
; a reply a lot easier. 
3) HOW DO I MAKE SURE MY LETTER GETS IN? ° €) Don’t promise things you can’t deliver-that’s bang out of line. If 


Well putting a stamp on it is a good start, and the right address : you build someone’s hopes up about, say, visiting them, sending 
including the prisoners no. Put your name and address on the « them stuff in etc, then you fuck them off, that is out of order. 

letter, and back of the envelope. If you are a paranoid Green: f) Political literature-be careful. If someone is ona wing with some 
anarchist reader you don’t have to be 100% honest about these, : dodgy nazi type, then unsolicited subscriptions to lefty papers 
but bear in mind that a lot of prisons won't take stuff with P.O boxes : covered in hammer and 

as a senders address. Don’t write reams and remember screws : sickles, could land them in deep shit. So avoid sending in anything 
open and read incoming mail so use a bit of discretion - as a: political or ‘contentious’ unless a prisoner asks you for it, cuz it can 
benchmark, don’t admit to owt in your letter that you wouldn’t admit : cause grief with other inmates and screws as well. 

to a copper. ; 
: 5) BUT THE UNGRATEFUL SOD NEVER WROTE BACK! 

4) CAN | SEND OWT* ELSE IN? : First, the stamps or S.A.Es you enclosed might not have been 
Yes, and no. You wont get far with the old file in a chocolate cake : passed on by the screws (always mention what you enclosed in the 
routine these days and trying to smuggle drugs in is plain stupidity, : letter so they know if something’s been nabbed). 
but a lot of other stuff can be sent in. There are a lot of restrictions, : Stamps/envelopes etc are often in limited supply, so a prisoner will 
even on apparently innocuous stuff like photos (for some reason | : naturally prioritise friends and family. Also if they get press ganged 
never worked out, | couldn’t have photos with me in them), this : into work, they might not have a lot f time- | sometimes found it hard 
varies widely from prison to prison, the only way to be 100% certain : to keep up with correspondence, and even though | tried to reply to 
is to ring the prison and ask. Except you can never get through, * everyone, in many cases it took 2 to 3 weeks, for one of the above 
Armley had 1 phone line to 1250 prisoners - and even if you do, : reasons. So if you don’t get an immediate reply, don’t take the 
they'll probably dismiss your question, lie through their teeth, or? hump, just write them another in a few weeks to see how they’re 
contradict themselves. So best not bother sending in anything too getting on. Also bear in mind, they might have been moved, in 
ambitious. A fairly safe bet in prisons is stamps, or stamped : which case it'll take a while for their mail to be forwarded (if it ever 
addressed envelopes, these are excellent as it means the inmate : is). Whatever, your mail helps to cheer up someone’s day, and 
can write back. You can send funds in for the prisoner to spend : keeps them sane. 

inside, this needs to be in postal order format. The usual methods : 

is to send it in with a letter, with the front of the P.O made out to The : 6) BUT | REALLY CAN’T WRITE A FULL LETTER 

Governor, HMP ......... , and importantly, the prisoners name and: Well send them a postcard with a few lines wishing them all the 
number on the back. Like most things this varies, so if you want to : best-it still cheers your day up knowing people outside are thinking 
send more than a couple of quid, check first. Some prisons accept : about you, or maybe make them a card to put up in their cell and 
things like tapes, books, zines etc without prior requests from the + take it to a gig or down the pub for loads of people to sign. 
prisoner, but it’s a risk if you don’t ask first. Still they'll get it on: Whatever you do it needn’t take more than 1 hour and you get the 
release if they don’t straight away, so it'll not be totally wasted. Of : reward of a warm glow inside, knowing you’ve made someone’s 
course things like ‘Class War’ or ‘Throw bricks at coppers’ tapes, : day. 

aren’t going to get through. To send newspapers, puzzle books, 

magazines or porn, go to the nearest newsagent to the prison and: * For the benefit of our non uk readers, ‘owt’ is a term used in the 
ask them - you pay for it, they write the prisoners no. on, and it goes : north of England meaning ‘anything’. 


* 
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This interview-was originaly done in November 2001 by Steve fy land for his zine 
Bist since hes recetnly joined the R TB collective, he decided we 
_ For those of you who dont know, Crispus Attucks, 


‘Attitude Problem’, 
should have tt, and guite rightly so. 


discography and active exisitence... (all photos by xleox) 


(RTB) - okay shall we go around firstse I can recognise whos who for 
when it comes to transcribing.. since there are so many of you... 

Pat - Yeah, okay and which instrument we play? 

RTB-- Yeah okay... 

Pat - I’m Pat... and | play the drums 

Matt - 1m Matt | play guitar 

Vogel - I’m Vogel, first name also’Pat, and | play the other guitar 

Alex - 1'm Alex and I play bass 

Jamie - |’m Jamie and | sing... sometimes 

RTB - So tell us where the name Crispus Attucks comes from... 

J. - Like how we got it? or who it is? 

RTB - Both... 

J - Its the name of a person who was a revolutionary, during the American 
Revolution, duh! He was a dock worker... He was a “Mesista Melado’, 
which means he was part white, part black, and part native american, but 
he labelled as a black, and he had run away. from a plantation. Came to 
Boston, worked at the docks for several years, came to work witha group 
of revolutionaries known as the ‘Sons of Liberties’, and had been known 
to have been a public speaker in public houses in Boston, and was later a 
victim, amoung 5 other people, in the Boston. Massacre of 1770. We kind 
of arbitarily picked it a8 a Band name because hes a very little known fact 
you learn about in the States, in school and that when you're growing 
up... You learn about the Massacre, 


person Aaj in the name of freedom, and him being a run away slav e atid 
What not... So... . 
A - | had never heard of him, before [met them (the rest of the baitd 
went to school in Penslyvania, and (dnever heard of Crispus Attucks: 
until | met these guys when | went to college. Like, | didn’t learn about 
him in highschool, like they did... 
RTB - So how much influence has that had? Like wheu you learn 
about such things, how much does that effect your awareness towards 
other things? 
M - Well for me. its forced me to look deeper into what i 
Cos what you're taught in school is not the whole story. 
RTB - yeah, like here we’re taught about just Kings and Qt 
M - yeah. exaclty. Its never about both sides. < 
A = There is 2 sides’ to every story and you need to know both of 
P - Yeah, its like... with the news, you need to look at the corporate 
and also focus on the independent side, and the foreign newspapers side. 
And try to see the most well rounded view... 
- I dunno, the ‘best’ overall picture | 
guess, so you can come to your 
own conclusion about: what is 
happening. 
M - And when we 
‘the name, 1° guess 
+.) --erowing up. it 
speaks for itself. Cas 


wR 


did choose 
with 


- ; grew up. | was tagight 
el every year in At 
el] but you end up 


too much abow 
in school, its 
really to learn things. 
remember boid face word 
to get by you next 
theres not that 
acumulation of kn 

its just a game you play. fc 

‘x’ amount of years and | 
think thats one of the 


Misi aon | Sete 


and they mention his name, but they _ 
never actually tell you about the actual historic implications of a ebloured , 


kinds® oF 


@ 
& 


out of the Maryland/Washington DC, 
play refreshingly fast political ‘skate thrash’ and never quite reached the aclaim they deserved, despite quite an extensive 


reasons we happened to pick the name cos its was more than just one of 
those bold face words. But its kind of taught me to investigate more, 
rather than just looking at the bold face. 
RTB - So how much impact do you feel as though, when you tea 
about different things like this, has-on your relationship, @nd haw you 
interact with the community that you live in? Like how yousee people 
differently, or does that awaken different ideas in yor ? Like “oh, 
perhaps this is how people got here” or “so this is what american 
history is all about” 

M - | think it makes you delve in more. And you can ¢ 
aspects... not just looking at the surface, but hating to g 
going along meeting people... like for a band there 18.4 
how we operate, cos there is more. I’m sorry if Tan goin 
I’m quite drunk, but there is more to it. Like, for ds 
meeting people. and we're learning more about diffe 
from different areas... as opposed to just being this bar 
tunes... as opposed to just reading the bold face word. | think 
more... 


y.this in other 


can. 
RTB - So, how much as a band do you all come up with the h 
you produce? | mean, youre quite political, and quite outspoken, 
a - Jamie most of writes it... 


little bit of both: but it kind of ties back in with the first question 
jat Matt was saying about that you learn from the bold face words, 
agi en’ to you. [ mean. you look at history books. and they will 


% 


Ht depends 6 on who you read doesn’t it? and what 


perspect? 
J - Sure 


ropolgy in college. and whet 


“ [ was lucky cos J a very a tr: 


Not what is diready. out there aie is éasy, cos you're BOF 
régurgutate it and its not going to make any sense and will mean 
to you. If you think... “think like a lawyer” is the best thing.4h 
which is not necessarily a fair way to look at things, but 
best facts. the clearest evidence. 

RTB - When you say liberal, how liberal ares th 
left wing perspective? or an anarchis 
sow do you intet ee etate nee 


0 you own politic s influence haw the band operates? 
. absolutely 

ane in the background) - “its total anarchy” (everyone laughs) 

sild say, especially me. er, well. | do alot of actvist work. 

#8 that like what you said earlier about the books to prisoners? 
Yes. Well, 1’m not directly involved in books to Prisoners: but | have 
done ‘some things’ in conjuction with them. Er... some good friends of 
ours to-alot of work with them... 


- All our old friends... old room mates, friends... w 
out... And still do, and will do in the future... 
M - Hold on! (puts on a sarcastic voice) “What is ‘books to Prisoners’ 
Pat?” 

- haha!... I’m not sure of the dictionary definition of ‘Books To 
Prisons’ but from what I see, its a group of people who have got together 
to facilitate getting books to prisoners, so they can educate themselves, 
since there is a reason they’re there, and that reason ‘might’ be construed 
that they are not ‘educated’ or they had no access to a higher education, 
or they dropped out of school, or what have you. And we (Books To 
risoners) would like to help them. | mean, | think the prison system is 
Ww rong and I’d like to do away with that. But first, cos thats not going to 
happen now, so whilst there are still prisons available and in use, we 


e all go help them 


they do get out, they can get a job or whatever, and live a better life... 
where they have been denied before... anyone else want to add anything 
else? | think I covered pretty much most of the idea? see, I’m not the most 
..egal.person in the band.... 

. that was good... that was catchy... that was good... 

You say you want to do away with prisons and everything, but 
how-do you see a solution around that? I mean, is that from a social 
Perspective? or do you think there still needs to be a crime and 
punishment type senario going on? 

- Well I think, and especially in the United States, 
-manditory sentencing for just like drug crimes... 
J - Non violent drug crimes... 

- Yeah, non violent drug crimes so the prison po 
much in the past... and not risen from senten 
Manditory sentencing for people who are poor... 
RTB - Yeah, in England we’ve got alot of WOMe, 
paying their TV licence for instance... 
P-E eee 


there is alot of 


isen so 
nt crimes. 


fee ae | mean, its ‘ike . 
its just a reaction to the kin@-@fSysten 

live in what’s called a ‘fee Mar Lcapiall 
an oxymoron... to haw. emocracy ec pitalism t logether but you have 
alot of people whéd nth ae es) they say s7 and go to school” 
“get educated®* 


S off to poe rare and dhe tale ie go to are 
mided... and they can’t get good books. Their books are dated 
“hardly ever say anything about thier own culture, they aren’t 
about thier own culture. They are given a culture thats not even 


easing to percieve 
s d, where race Was 
r, sexual orientation, 
lvertising, alot of 


‘fbens uded into the 


es ihe colton to ae cause ‘Gene een Pe acoule with th re 
backgrounds, but its making things worse and_ these people t 
becoming any better. Once, about 2 weeks ago, | spoke to a women who 
is a bike courier in Washington DC. And she was saying, as I over heard 
her talking to a friend of mine, “I don’t care who it is, so long as the next 
president of the United States is a woman. Thats the only wish I have 
before I die” and I said to her “Well why is that? Me, per sonally I'd like 
to end all politics, but don’t you think it should be someone well 
qualified?” and she was like “No. Only to have a woman would make 
things better” 

RTB - thats what everyone thought about Margret Thatcher. (the rest of 
the band laugh) 

J - Yeah! So I said to her “ 


thrown in there, ¢ 
ae hs hee not.. 


what do you think about Thatcher? And as 


ATTVEKS 


should work to help the prisoners in there become more educated, so if 


« Caters™, 


brave as she was, for what she g 
did, even Quirizan Aquino : 
didn’t do a whole lot to help 
her own people in the 
Phillipines. She kind of rode 
in on the name of her 
husband who was assinated 
in 1983, you know, and 
that country, any country’s 
problems won't be solved 
just like that... Black folks 
are just like white people, 
females are just like males, 
you have probelms with 
them all. Everyone has thier 
own agenda, it can’t just be 
sorted out so... < ae 
RTB - Do you think thats the . i 
main problem with American 
politics? Its seems to be based more on 
Personality rather than idealology? 
J - American politics is all about who can look the best. Its all about who 
has the best PR person, the best publicist, and its all in the adv ertising. 
RTB - So where does real politics come into it? like day to day living? 
How people interact with each other and communities and race 
relations? Being a community and how does that fit in? 
J - For me personally its an individual thing and everything you do 
should be what you believe in. It shouldn’t just be going to the next 
protest and saying “Bush is a wanker’, you know what | mean? It goes 
beyond that. It goes to how you interact with everybody. And thats really 
sthe only way I see. Its basic understanding and trying to open up dialogue 
ith people. 
RIB - As individuals do you find that hard putting it into your daily 
? With, like the the job that you are working and the ethics that 
stand behind it... 
M - Sure... it can be difficult but if we use an easy example, like, if there 
is a local owned Burrito shop, or ‘Chipaltay’ which is a McDonalds 
owned Burrito shop, then for me its simple, right, “Who would | rather 
give my money to? Who needs it more?”. So from a money basis I'll give 
it to the locally owned one. Now does that mean that if | go somewhere 
and I eat “Chipaltay’ once, then I'll go “ahh fuck! ’'ma hypererite’’:. but 
you have to try your best. So I’ve made some wrong decisions in the past, 
you know, but you try to do your best and try to gain more know ledge 
about how you live, where you live, the things you come from... 
RTB - Just try to influence things on a local level... 
M - We made a colossal mistake! We later found out that all our band t- 
shirts are made in Honduras in sweat shops!! So what we have to do is 
that little bit further to make sure the shirts we buy, or 
not from those places... 
feittg process, like you can’t really expect anyone at just one 
e okay, I'll stop it.” 
Sus amount of respect for people who have been meat 
ole life and then one day decide “I’m not going to use 
. prodBets whats so ever” especially in the US. 

- Its hard to do, but at least for me, these past few years I’ve tried to 


< soe the way I live. by myself and let that influence how | interact with 


others... 


e and even if they don’t agree 
‘them just witnessing your ios makes them aware that there 
are other options. 

RTB - Does that extend from passive versus active activism? 
M - I don’t think so... I’ve participated in some ‘actvist movements’. | 
think its a combination of the two... living your life and also voicing your 
opinion publically... Look at us as a band, you know? Jamie goes around 
and he speaks his mind on stage to people and then when he goes home 
he lives a way that is condusive to his idealolgy. So it goes both ways. Its 


not “Hi I’m here to preach 

to you” and then you go 
home and its “yeah 
whatever, gimme a beer 
and get me laid” 


Vv - Unless you're 
straight edge... 


(everyone laughs 
, cos Vogel is sXe) 
M - Sorry Pat! 
ee Vv - No I meant as 
far as straight edge 
bands that used to 
preach all this stuff and 
th sell out a year 
ves) just pretend. 
We've all heaf@tiigestories. 
RIB - At last nights 3 
you were talking about 
changing the personal is 
political and that can in turn 
extend into the greatest social 
being. How did you come to that 
perspective? You were talking 
about your background, you 
being Phillipino and rough experiences in the states... 
J - Ubh... For-me it comes in alot of ways. As far as I’m concerned, | 
wasn’t considered Phillipino until the first day somebody made a 
derogatory comment to me for being asian. And that was the day for me, 
I-mean, | was very little couldn't have been more than 5 or 6, but [ went 
home worried and asked my mother who is mostly irish and Spanish said 
“No, you’re an American. Don’t worry about it”. Then I asked my father 
and he was like “No, you're Phillipino” But he didn’t *teach’ me these 
things. So for me, what I learnt from Phillipino culture is what ve read, 


my fami ended family, 


about such things and in that way you have to go out and find the bes 
thing that is for yourself. | know some Anarchist thinkers, and | would 
consider myself an Anarchist, dealing with the things | deal with, you 


know... there is the old saying “anarchists never get anything done cos 
they’re too busy bitching at each other”, (laughs) which many times is 
true 

RTB - Not just in the states! 


J - Yeah, its an international thing... anyway, some people would say 
“you thinking that way is detrimental to any sort of movement”... And my 
feelings towards that is that | don’t want to work with other people who 
can’t help themselves. And I’m not saying people that you have to pick 
up and show them every step of the way, but more like people who don’t 
know themselves. who don’t know or believe in what they are working 
for... And if people have these issues where they consider themselves to 
be a minority or consider themselves to be revolutionary, those are the 
things you have to decide on your own. Nobody can really tell you. 
You've got to follow your instinets on that, and alot of people don’t 
follow their instincts, they don’t follow thier heart. 
RTB - When you try to extend that, like if you really want to change th 
world, if you really want to change people’s thinking... how mug 
you force people to 
out about t 
argue 


You could 
eing in Crispus 
you're trying to 


CKS 


influence a greater 
number of — people 
through the songs 


that you write and 
the lyrics that you 
produce and 
therefore 

you are 


hopefully raising peoples awareness to the issues that you write about. 
But is that forcing people to handle it? Or is that giving people 
information to go out and find stuff out on their own? 

J - What | do in this band. as much as talking in between songs and 
writing lyrics or whatever.... people have asked us before, “do you use the 
band as a vehicle?” and to me, I’m just up there saying whats on my 
mind. I don’t expect to change anybody, and I would hope that people 
take what I say with a certain grain of salt and the things that i do say, 
there is a certain amount of skepticism, and if not then okay... they might 
at least take the time to. find out if these things I say are true, at le: 
the personal, but the more political things. 1 have, and I know othe 
nave been disillusioned by people who , make inspirational speeches and 

y being in a band.. there is a stigma ataehed | to bandi 
ven in ie DIY hardcore scene. Gin 


the band and The 
been around alot longer, Know boner. but ae who are est coming 
into it just see it that way... its difficult to escape the whole “us and them”. 
I've heard alot of people make up:false speeches... 19 the lea: 
see a band noe ie we sae “We're all a0 Om Rock 


us and y “Hey! youre going on tour 
with you?” It could be information above ‘ 


nowadays that there are more bands than ever, and alot of times people 
are tired of seeing these bands and tired of hearing the same old things. 
They're tired of being preached at... . 

RTB = Yet they are still sexist, and they still buy Nike... : 
J - It still goes on, and you can’t escape it that easily. They re apathetic 
to change. So I’m not going to spend my time worrying about what 
people are going to think about my band, and whether or not they're, 
going to be changed... if they are then thats great! | hope they gO 
do something positive. but its not up to me to make them ¢ 


P- hin I ey have one — to cee and t peay Metal is 


0 you g get ee oy the w rath 


(Spits) wil Pm just gonna Iz 
ad Posuers leave the halt, eel! Metal or no 


of my silver fist... “Win 
Metal at all...” 
there is enough moet in punk ¢ or inde 
ased right now... They made 
we Ww ould That my children... is if 
- | think you can extend that to any number of sings Punk is 
ae catagory of one genre of music that has been influenced by so ma 
things. You’ve got your Devos, your C humbawambas, the. Bad Brai 
who play Reggae:.. then you've got bands. who are more metal... 
doesn't matter. 
RTB - I know one of your songs delt with the fashion within the punk 
scene. How do you feel that impacts it? Is it all due to a new capitialist 
stance? It goes on... Why bother? 
P - | think its always going to exist, as long as you have any subculture. 
What needs to change is the focus of the ideas of the movement. > 
RTB - And if you’re such a fan of metal, and you like long hair and 
black leather jackets and that... 
M - Well when | got into punk, | cut my hair short, got a mohawk, went 
out to the store and got me a spiked bracelet. That was part of how | got 
into punk... | was into the rebellious look that it was back then, which its 
not so much now. Then as you go along, you realise there are other ideas 
with it, like that you don’t ‘need’ to spike your hair to be punk. | don't 
need to wear this or that... I’m still limited to what I wear... | do support 
certain small companies... | mean, I’m wearing a Skull Skates sweatshirt 
right now. I’m wearing it for a reason, that is cos | skate. I’ve often 
wondered why... why | would do that, and in my mind I haven’t stopped 
wanting to be a skateboarder. Its like you wear a band t-shirt cos you like 
the band. | wear skate stuff, cos I skate... Especially learning about this 


sas 


T-shirt - this is what you de... Ge to WalMart” Which is a huge huge store 


particular company, | always liked what they did, what they stand for, 
you know? It is fashion, but | guess... I’m definately rambling cos I’m 
drunk. 


A - I'd like to add on to all this... In punk rock in general, fashion has 


always been a big part cos you're rebelling against a mainstream culture. - 


and its mainstream fashions. and that in itself is not a bad thing... what 
the bad stuff is, is when you have a chain store, like we have one in our 
country called ‘hot topic’ that just sells what it thinks is punk clothes, 
marketing them towards young people, teenagers. And it completely 
takes the whole ‘punk’ aspect out of it... there is alot more to punk than 
how you look. There is an idealogy, its not alw ays the same for everyone, 
but there is a spirit of punk involved whatever... and I think with the song 
you are talking about, people are trying to: sell us our ‘culture. These 
people couldn't care less about what these bands talk about. They’ 


to a show or getting involved, they can.go to the mall and get a punk rock 
shirt or a spiked bracelet or something... but the people who are selling 
this stuff to them have no part in the puink scene, in the punk subeulture... 
and thats a big problem. It completely takes it away from the true 
meaning of punk and the rebellion aspect of i it... The great thing about 
punk is that you candress however you damn well Ww 1 r although alot of 
people do dress the same, but its still different cos its hot how you are told 
to dress by the mainstream. So | don’t think fashion in punk is necessarily 
a bad thing, but when people outside the subculture re exploiting that, 
and the kids are supporting it, thats where the problem lies. 

J- 1 think that alot of p. ole forget or neglect rather; what it means to 
have a culture, or what subculture means. These are terms throw 

by Anthropologists and social scientists, to try and exp! 

group things together and classify. But in any cul i have very 
important identity things. You have your dances, you have your music, 
the way certain things are what you believe in, you have your dre 

an expression and it means things” to some peopl 

to someone a while back about how in the last couple 

been this resurgence in the popularity in punk interna , 

been sold by Jots of chain Stores as an image that doesn°t mean anething 
I said this to’ him, and this is someone who wears alls uds and leather and 
everything and whos been around a good while, and he said “I’m not 
going to-try and change things” and I said why? and he said “cos in five 
years it'll be out of fashion and CH still be wearing it, And we'll see who 
is Wearing it and who’s not... and then for [Ne probably find all thier 
old stuff at thrift stores and I can buy it for alot @iaper than | would 
now” But also, the band Guauanna Punch Line, th y ne of their 
inserts, Chris Beckko (2) is known for his very mad 
intelligent and funny in more ways than most can imagine, and 

one part in the insert that reads: “Order Now! Your Guauanna Punch Line 


in the states, where you can buy anything you want, and who ope loads of 

small buisness’s out of buisness 

V - They just bought out Asda in the UK 

J - “Steal a white t-shirt... steal a marker pen... take it home and write 

Guauanna Punch Line on it and there you go” and it also says “for the 

more creative ones, you can draw skulls for your true punkness” And 

thats punk as fuck... And you have kids who look totally normal. Look at 

bands, they don’t dress like anything. Look at Minor Threat. they dressed 

like normal guys walking down the street and yet they're one of the 

pillars of hardcore... 

V - There are pictures of them in Banned in DC where they are dressing 
very punk rock. 

J - That was more Teen Idels before 

Minor Threat. 


A - There is one bit where 
Brian Baker says he 


“and he wore this 


(everyone laughs) 
RTB - And another 
just 
trying to make a profit... And then you have the new kids come ify and 
they just want fit right in. So they see these stofes, and instead of going 


wore a chain round his neck, 
fastened with a padlock... and 
he lost the key, so he 
couldn't take it off 


chain for 2 weeks 
and then he finally 
had someone cut it 
off, 

J - Maybe that was 
a bad example... 


example is Che 
Guevara... what 
Were you saying 

last night about 

him on a t- 

shirt? 

J-Thave him ona - 
pin badge I wear, 
and I was at this bar 
somewhere and 
someone goes : 
know th 


- ea 


w better were oa nukes But rather than make that person tcel like 
shit I explained to him who he was and all that. And they actually 
thanked me for that. Anyway, Rage Against The Machine has been a big 
part of bringing Che Guevara back into the american youth's 
conciencess, so they go and find out what he is, what we did and thats 
better than nothing. But they still don’t know about the atrocities he was 
alot of stuff, 
Like if you left your gun Dh out in ne field, that was grounds for 
sO Biew new. And | guess 
he was es to learn from oe mistakes from earlier revolutions he'd 
Witnessed. 
RTB - How do you see the whole american situation with whats going 
on in your country with regards to the war on terrorism there? With the 
statement Bush made “if you're not with us, you're against us” 
M - “God bless war!” I saw on a banner... there is an overpass near where 
I live with this American flag that said “you can’t forget that you live in 
America.” and the one that said “God Bless War” is probably the most 
ridiculous one I’ve seen... 
' - Except for the ones that are mis-spelled... 
re all along the highway. flags and stuff saying “United we stand” 


M - Yea United we stand” and underneath it says “Fish Tacos! 
Only 49cents! 
J - Buisness’s are tc 
A - The shitty store where 
copier, xerox machine section. 
american flags, banners you can make. 
make a profit out of something really bad lik 
J - Even in the Gulf War... | remember 
A - The ‘yellow ribbon’ 

J - 1 kinda had a few questions about why we were there, cos it wasn’t 
entirely clear to me... cos at the time | was only 12 or 13... 

RTB - Do you think alot people actually care? or is this war on 
terrorism another way for america to process its interests in other 
countries? : 

A - Thats most likely I think... They use propaganda, certain buzz words, 
to get peoples support. they make the American population scared and 
make them rally around a certain setwar on terrorism... especailly after 
what happened on sept 11th, people feel like they will be betraying not 
only thier country but the people who died... 

RTB - How does that make you feel as individuals? or as Americans 
even? 

A - (pauses) In one way its good to see people come together and 
overlook petty differences... but that not always the case. There is a lot 
more racism towards middle eastern people, alot more xenaphobia. But 
people are also pretty much buying into propaganda. We're somehow all 
guilty of it at some point. I noticed alot that you watch the news and you 
see the same pictures over and over again. You get one side of the story, 
and alot of people don’t care for the other, cos they’re already pissed off 
or thats just the way they are. It goes back to the whole thing we were 
talking about with history. How you only get one side of the story. 


ing in on the whole war thing. 

Piis.an office supply store, we have a 
have a big selection of 

yeryone is trying to 


THINGS GOT TO BEIWHO WOULD WANT 
Sone a THis. ar HIS NECK AGAINST 
SOMEONE HAS TO ORGANIZED TROOP 


SHOW THESE » 
PEOPLE HOW 
TO BREAK 


I'LL TAKE THE R1SK.AND I KNOW GTHERS. 
WHO'LL GO ALONG WITH ME. 


Ae the firefighters in New 
t the leaders and praise th 
‘common folk who get s 
ghters for those who mig 


RTB - Yeah, 

one thing from my 
own experience is 
that recently I had 

a brick thrown 
through my 
window... and at th 
same on the rédie 
there was 
programme 
Globalisation. 
girlfriend comes 
says “hey! theres a programme about globalisation on the radia 


1 up having scuffles with the police in full r 
everal firefighters were hospitalised’ and 1 


don’t care about what else is going on in the rest of the wor 
too busy trying to cope with whats going on where they live. 
J - Its interesting, cos with the Anthrax letters that have been 
around, DC has so far claimed the most victims, and the first 
at the senate officer... all the staff and interns and office w 
imediately treated and given quarantine and help, and a fe us 
mine who work as bike couriers were in the room when appened, che : eing american- -centric, 
when they opened the letters and went “what the hell is this so what they are told is 
friends freaked out and they left. But later they felt a litt 
decided to go get treated and they went back and up to. 
registar and were met with “well who are you? You should 
although they were there and had delivered stuff to that sené 
they were denied any help. So they went up to the Capit: 
officers and said “what the hell are we supposed to do nov 
were actually lucky that those police guys gave them their 
syhpatie (or however its spelt!) They were later given tre 
long being messed around. So right now the bikers in DC 
Union to deal with such things... To organise things themse 
the same with the postal workers. The postal workers, well 3 
died, and they got no help. 


Rios they believe. 
_RTB - All the sound bites they get é 

_M - One of the sound bites we alway 
errorism?” and they’re like “Ge t 
things!”... so when we wete try 
bands need work permits to. > like “hmm, what 
should we tell them if they 4s andise?” so we said 
Dh, we should just tell them th war on terrorism by 
_ buying products in their coun 
P - Yeah, people are saying“! ping, spend money... 
m-going to get up tomorrow be fighting terrorism.. 
cnow? Cos I’m helping-contri economy”. 

nd if you think ab 
a, to continue te 


‘How do YOU fight 
eu know, “Go buy 
country (American 


V - They have a lawsuit out 
senate. Cos one of the 

to the Doctor an 

“oh, you | 


.. to continue to buy, then 


but which side are they 


de are you on? 

i sure Jamie can elaborate, 
6 one sided, and it makes us 
ition is the victims of this 
is only when something bad 
e easterners attack us!” you 
king to my dad 


gave 
antibiotics. 
family are sue 
them for 

a million — dollars 
2 cos basically they 
told him he had a © 
normal cold and — about th ry republican, sort of 

sent him home. He ll you know why 

‘ called in the nexte | 
. dayandsaid“[think — ignorant, bu 
| have Anthrax” and — why? you te 
they denied him and RTB-Myl said that 
then the next day he = of american thats what 
dropped down and America has, and thats, why they react the wa 


died... so his family are —_ “errr... 1’ not so sure about that” 
sueing the hell out of A - That rationalisation is good enough for alot of Americans to believ 
them and thats all they care about. Alot of people don’t have the time or they 


don’t care about looking into all the issues about stuff the American 
government has done or supported. Alot of it you can't read about in your 
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‘Gan Breathing Effect The Way You Feel ? 
' It is possible to affect the way you are feeling, mentally and 
physically, by the way you breathe and vice versa. 
Hyperventilation means breathing in excess of your body’s 
needs. Breathing may be faster or deeper than normal. 
Everyone will hyperventilate at some point in his or her lives but 
sometimes the problem can become chronic leading to a 
number of adverse symptoms, particularly anxiety. In this 
issue’s DIY health section we will look at hyperventilation 
syndrome, the symptoms it can reproduce and how your 
breathing pattern can be changed in order to overcome them. 


Illustrations by xleox and do NOT 
reflect the way the rest of the RTB 
collective dress 


What is Hyperventilation ? 
We have said that hyperventilation essentially means over- 
breathing where the depth and the rate of breathing can 
increase. This is a normal reaction to mental or physical stress. 
~ Stress may, include grief, asthma attack, pain, pregnancy, 
=” exercise, anxiety or mental trauma. This can develop into a chronic 
state if the breathing pattern does not return to normal after the stress 
is over. Hyperventilation syndrome can therefore be acute or chronic. 


Acute Hyperventilation Syndrome — This is similar to a panic attack 
Chronic Hyperventilation Syndrome — Over a long period of time symptoms may be experienced on and off 


Normally when you breathe your body takes in the oxygen (O2) it needs from the air and 
it releases carbon dioxide (CO2). CO2 is a waste product of metabolism. The balance 
of O2 and CO2 is critical and should only vary a slight amount. If over-breathing 
occurs, too much CO2 is lost from the body and the chemical balance of the blood is 
altered becoming more alkaline. This has dramatic effects. A number of different 
systems may be affected in the body leading to a wide range of symptoms. 


Symptoms 

These include dizziness, headaches, blurred vision, tingling fingers, 
increased or irregular heart rate, chest pain, difficulty swallowing, bloating, 

burping, heartburn, irritable bowel, muscle cramps, tremor or spasm, ping 
“nervous tension, anxiety, feelings of unreality, hallucinations, general 
weakness, sleep disturbance, exhaustion, poor concentration, sweating 
and feelings of not being able to get enough air into the lungs, 
breathlessness, excessive yawning or sighing. 


Bad tattoo 


If over-breathing continues for any length of time the body adjusts to the 
new lower levels of CO2 in the blood. However this means that only a small 
amount of stress may trigger a panic attack or symptoms. This may be as little 
as a small amount of exercise, change in mood or even a sigh. 


a 


cae 


How Should you Breath ? Breathing is an unconscious 
action. The lungs increase and decrease in size 
as air moves in and out of the body. The main 
muscle that is used to breathe is the 
diaphragm. The diaphragm is a large sheet 
of muscle that separates the chest from 
the abdomen. It is made up of muscle 
fibres that are resistant to fatigue and so 
uses low amounts of energy to contract. 
When it contracts the diaphragm 
flattens downwards and draws air into 
the lungs. As the diaphragm 

Position of flattens your belly can be 


diaphragm when seen to swell as you 
breathing out bye athe in 


Lungs 


Position of 
diaphragm when 
breathing in 


As you breathe out, the diaphragm and your 


belly return to their original positions. The rib 
cage also moves as we breathe. As you 
breathe in the upper part of the chest moves 
upwards and forwards and the lower part of 
the chest moves upwards and outwards. 
These return to their original positions as we 
breathe out. 


Side chest 
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What Happens During Hyperventilation ? 
Hyperventilators tend to breathe more from the upper part This means that the breathing rate has to increase in order 
of the chest instead of the diaphragm. The muscles to provide the body with the oxygen it needs. 
controlling the movement in the upper part of the chest Consequently this means that we get rid of too much CO2, 
use up more energy than the diaphragm (thus needing maintaining a state of hyperventilation. This causes 
more oxygen) and because air predominantly goes to the symptoms that can lead to further anxiety and perpetuate 
upper part of the chest gas exchange is not as efficient. hyperventilation. 


How Do I Know If I'm Over Breathing ? 


1. First of all check your breathing. Place one hand 
on your tummy and one hand on the upper part 

of your chest. Feel which hand moves more. If 
the lower hand should swell more than the 
upper hand. 

2. Do you breathe in through your nose or 
your mouth? If you breathe through your 
mouth this can be drying on the lungs and 
can mean that you are exposed to bacteria 
and dust that would normally be filtered through 

the nose. The air will also move in and out faster which can aggravate over-breathing. 

3. How fast are you breathing? This can be really difficult to do because as soon as you start thinking about your 
breathing it will change. Normally we breathe 10-12 times a minute at rest. Hyperventilators may breathe 16+ breaths 
a minute at rest. 

4. How long can you hold your breath? Apparently we should be able to hold our breaths for 54 seconds. If you can 
only manage 30-40 seconds you may possibly have hyperventilation syndrome. If you can only manage 0-30 
seconds you have probably got hyperventilation syndrome. 

5. If in any doubt complete the Nijmegan questionnaire a score greater than 23 suggests probable hyperventilation 
syndrome, which should be available on the internet. 


How Can You Correct Your Breathing Pattern 7? 


1. Lie flat on your back with a pillow under you head and your knees bent. 

2. Rest one hand on the upper part of your chest and one hand on your tummy. Breathe in through your nose and 
out through your nose or your mouth. 

3. Feel your tummy swell as you breathe in so that your lower hand rises. 

4. Let your tummy drop as you breathe out. 

5. Try and control your breathing so that it is the lower hand and not the upper hand that rises most as you breathe in. 
6. Then place both hands on your tummy. Think about the abdomen swelling as you breathe in and letting go as you 
breathe out. 

7. Focus now on the timing of your breathing. Breathe in slowly through your nose, letting the abdomen swell and 
count IN, 1, 2 and OUT, 1,2AND STOP....IN, 1, 2AND OUT, 1 , 2AND STOP.... 
The stop is very important as it allows the CO2 levels to gradually rise. 

8. You will need to practice this regularly in order to allow the body to slowly get used 
to rising levels of CO2 in the blood and the new way of 
breathing. 3 minutes hourly for at least 3 weeks 
is usually effective to start reducing the 
symptoms. 
9. When you can comfortably do this lying 
down, progress to sitting up, then standing 
and then whilst walking or doing exercise. 
10. Other things you can do to help the 
CO2 levels return to normal is to swallow if 
you think you are going to yawn, sigh or cough 
unproductively (this means a dry cough). If you can’t avoid the yawn, sigh or cough, hold your breath for a few 
seconds afterwards. 

11. Remember your breathing techniques when talking to people, particularly breathing in through your nose. If you’re 
Struggling to stop breathing in through your mouth it is important to drink plenty of water to help you rehydrate. 

12. Remind yourself of breathing from your tummy when you are entering a situation that could make you anxious. 
Sometimes in anxious situations it helps to take a deep breath, swelling your tummy as much as you can and hold it 
for a couple of seconds. Then once again focus on breathing through your nose, slowing your breathing down, letting 
your shoulders relax and letting your tummy swell as you breathe in. 


You may have been breathing the “wrong” way for a number of years so this can be extremely 
difficult to grasp. If you are having any difficulty with correcting your breathing pattern 
your doctor can refer you to a respiratory physiotherapist who specialises in this type 
of disorder. Breathing control is also practiced during yoga and the Alexander 
Technique so these can be good things to take up. 


1. 'Promo-Only' material will NOT be reviewed. We will only review 
releases with their actual artwork / packaging. 
Demos are okay - remember to include an address. . 


2. We have the right not to review anything that we consider contrary 


to the ethos of the zine. 


3. The reviews are the opinions of individuals, so don't complain 
if your release gets slated. No one likes a bad sport.. 


ACTIVE MINDS / JESUS CROST split 7” 
It's been 2 years since Bobs (vocals and 
distorted guitar) and Set (manic drumming 
extraordinaire) of ACTIVE MINDS have 
released anything new | believe and this 
record sees a welcome return to vinyl! that 
finds them in fine fettle. They seem to have 
gained a fuller production to this recording 
that adds to the all out thrash attack that 
they produce. No holds barred, their two 
songs deal with how religious morality 
affects so many aspects of our daily lives 
and how religious bigots hold so many 
positions of power within the State machine 
(Just look at how many Catholics are 
currently in the Houses of Parliament and 
the Prime Minister's own Cabinet here in 
the U.K.). The second song attacks how 
the virtual reality of computerisation to our 
society is detracting from the reality of our 
lives. JESUS CROST are new to me and 
hail from The Netherlands. 3 songs, the first 
a slow, calculated intro that develops into a 
more tuneful song but the singer never 
really seems to take off. Not spoken yet not 
sung either. It feels awkward and staid 
which is a shame as the lyrics and obvious 
political/social motivation behind the 
individuals within the band have some 
worthwhile things to say. There’s also.a 
stinging attack made against Dutch DIY 
label BLACKSTAR re: some dubious 
behaviour i.e. ripping JESUS CROST off. If 
such statements are indeed true, then it 
detracts from the alternative that the DIY 
punk scene is all about. A network of 
friends, trust, honesty, and friendship; it is 
the essence of what we are about. (SHY) 


AFFRONT - “You’d make a good 
looking corpse” cd EP 

I’ve meant to check out one of Affront’s 
previous 7”s but financial restraints dictated 
otherwise. Hence !’m glad I’ve got this, and 
even more happy that it’s excellent. They 
take the melodic nature of DC greats Dag 
Nasty and combine with a more hardcore 
sound, reminiscent of another DC band, 
Battery. The lyrics are fairly scene based, 
and the energy over the record really is 
something special, I’d love to see them live. 
(JW) 

Commode Records, PO Box 34101 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T3C 3W2 


AGAINST ME —“Reinventing Axi Rose” 
cd 

An interesting mix of shouty 
emo, punk rock 
harmonies and 
folk. Musically 
this really is 
good, sounding 
like a mix : 


between say SHOTMAKER, HOT WATER 
MUSIC and even a hint of early SPY VS 
SPY. The low point for me is the sometimes 
over the top vocals, they’re just a bit too 
shouty which takes away from the music. 
Some good socio/political lyrics make for 
interesting reading. (SH) 

No Idea, Po Box 14636, Gainesville, 
Florida 32604, USA 


AIM — Reverends and Rednecks 7” 

This is a re-release of a tape put out in 1990 
by Australia’s ANGER IN MOTION and is 
definitely one of those records that I’m glad 
has been reissued. These guys reminded 
me of Short , Sharp, Shock era CHAOS UK 
although with a more ‘American’ sound to it, 
dare | say INTENSE DEGREE? Enjoyable 
stuff and worth picking up. (SH) 

Kangaroo Records, Middenweg B, 1098 
AA, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 


ALLEE DER KOSMONAUTEN / CRUDE 
B.E. split 10” 

Eleven tracks from A.D.K. and pretty brutal 
they are too. Extreme thrash with some 
good riffs that keep it pummelling on. Lyrics 
are in their native German, which is cool, 
and there are English explanations as to 
what the gist of their songs are about. They 
leave nobody unscathed in their verbal 


attacks on a multitude of subjects including 


the police’s violence during the 
protests/riots in Genoa and Gothenburg; 
the capitalist system of government; the 
decadence and ignorance of the western 
world; a plea against genetic engineering 
and human cloning; and there’s even a 
couple of covers thrown in from ANTIDOTE 
and the ELECTRO HIPPIES. _ Intelligent 
and impassioned, their brutality alludes to 
their desperation at the way in which this 
world is going. CRUDE B.E. however, has 
ONE track on their side of this split entitled 
‘Asphalt’! On it, CRUDE B.E. take us ona 
journey that has melody and power yet with 
enough tempo changes that enables it to 
develop and evolve the longer it goes on 
topped off with dark despairing vocals, | can 
imagine this would be awesome if 
performed live. (SHY) 

THOUGHT CRIME, Thomas _ Franke, 
Boxhagener Str.23, 10245 Berlin, Germany. 
thoughtcrime @ berlin.sireco.net 


AMDIi PETERSENS ARME - “blod ser 
mere virkelict ud da film” 7” 

Denmark’s finest return with their second 
EP of fast thrashy hardcore with a big bit of 
early Black Flag thrown in for good 
measure. This is a great record & I'd get a 
copy if | were you. Shame | missed them 
when they were over here. (JK) 

Havoc, PO Box 8585, Minneapolis, MN 
55408, USA 


iy JW=Jamie West 
oO SW=Steve Watts 
i SH=StuartHaynes 

COC= CathO'Conner 
~ sSHY=Steve Hyland 


AND NONE OF THEM KNEW THEY 
WERE ROBOTS - “Liebestod” Cd Ep 
Emo bands like this who suddenly decide to 
have a go at playing raw, basic hardcore in 
an attempt to show how “with it” they are, 
fail to impress because of one of more of 
the following: 

a) Bandwagon hopping isn’t cool, especially 
when your usual sound is weak, indie pop 
inspired, dull, unoriginal, cry baby shit. 

b) Bastardising a Minor Threat cover in 
hope. to gain ‘scene points’ and name 
dropping people at Dischord Records 
doesn’t mean you’re punk at all 

c) Having all the songs sound the same, 
and yet still putting on fake American 
accents, using stolen riffs, and deliberately 
trying to create a raw sound is contrived 
and insulting to the real thing 

d) all of the above 

(LH) 

In At The Deep End Records, 82 Barlow 
Drive South, Awsworth, Notts, NG16 2TD, 
UK 


-ANOMIE - “Discography 1994-1997” CD 


Getting this CD was like bumping in to an 
old friend, reliving old times and filling in the 


‘missing pieces. | have some of these songs 


on various records and some | had not 
heard before, | think everything they 
recorded is here apart from the tracks from 
the split with PEU ETRE. | suppose bands 
like ANOMIE were the forerunners to the 
whole “screamo” thing, combining driving 
melodic hardcore with desperate and 
impassioned vocals and whether they are 
aware of it or not this sound has influenced 
a hell of a lot of bands who went on to get 
much more recognition like POISON THE 
WELL. ANOMIE chose to sing in their 
native tongue (French) and _ didn't 
compromise on their DIY ethics so of 
course were never given the credit they 
deserve. This CD is long overdue and well 
worth picking up if you are already familiar 
with the band and definately a good buy if 
you have never heard them before. 23 
tracks, 77 minutes of passionate and 
intelligent hardcore wrapped up in a great 
little envelope including a poster with lyrics 
on the reverse in French and English and 
the mark of a great record, a free sticker! 
(AZ) 


‘(Boisleve), S. Ritzenthaler, 3 Bvd des Trois 


Croix, 35000 Rennes, France. 
coinxxxcoin @ yahoo.fr. Spurt, www.spurt- 
records.com 


APRIL/CREUTZFELDT split 12” 

The indestructible Panzer tank that is 
German hardcore metal rolls on and 
destroys all in it’s path. Ungodly heavyness, 
guitar wails, crazy time changes and 


apocalyptic lyrics are all present and correct 
and ready for battle in the war against nu 
metal. APRIL and CREUTZFELDT are 
continuing the fine tradition of bands like 
ACME, MORSER, ABSIDIA and SIX 
REASONS TO KILL in turning evil, 
destruction and despair into some kind of 
glorious musical form. |-suggest you listen 
to this whilst in an angry, lonely or 
heartbroken state of mind in order to 
appreciate its true beauty. (AZ) 
Bastardized Recordings - P.O. Box 
200521, Koblenz, Germany. 

info @bastardizedrecordings.de 


AS FRIENDS RUST - “A Young Trophy 
Band in the Parlance of Our Times” Cd 
6 new tracks of trendy melodic hardcore in 
a similar vein to Hot Water Music or Avail. 
This is mostly quite rocking and, if you liked 
their last album, you will probably like this. 
To be honest though it doesn’t break any 
new ground and, quite frankly, | found it 
frustratingly bland and mediocre: even 
verging on nu metal at times. | kinda like the 
song title, “More Than Music, It’s a 
Hairstyle” though... if it was meant to be 
ironic anyway. If not then Lord help us. (CB) 
Defiance Records. Ritterstrasse 52 50668 
Koln Germany. 
Http://www.defiancerecords.com 


AT WAR WITH SHADOWS - “Healing Is 
Not An Option” CD __.. 

TURBO! This is the shiznit — rockin 
technical metallic hardcore with more punch 
than a muthafuckin tornado of fists! There 
are only 4 tracks on this CD but, damn, | 
NEED more. It’s all not so technical as too 
make it silly, but enough just to make it 
Stand out from the pack, and the quality 
production ties the whole thing together so 
nicely — even all that double-bass doesn’t 
sound gratuitous, and the gang back-ups 
are loud-as-hell! Parts of this CD brought to 
mind the UK bands Mend This Tear and 
Stand. These songs are turbo and | know it. 
| hope you will soon too! (SW) 

HATER OF GOD - PO Box 666, Troy, 

New York 12181-666, USA 


AVERSION - “A Strong Dislike” CD 
Yeah, now this is more like it, some cool 
metallic stuff. | know it’s been said before, 
and is a bit of a cliche now, but if these guys 
were from the US they’d easily be the “buzz 
band” of the moment, they piss all over that 
Hope Conspiracy CD | reviewed elsewhere! 
Another band with that “modern US 
hardcore” sound, and each piece of the 
jigsaw fits together so fucking smoothly - 
the melodic stuff flows in and out of the 
songs just as naturally as the heavy stuff 
rips at your throat. Another band that | really 
want to see live, hopefully they'll make it 
across to the UK soon. Another band you 
NEED to check out. (SW) 

REFLECTIONS RECORDS - 
Spoorwegstraat 117, 6828 Arnhem, The 
Netherlands 


BEAT CRUSADERS - “All you can eat” 
cd 

11 Japanese pop punk anthems in the vein 
of Weezer/ Blink 182 with the odd little bit of 
keyboard pop thrown in for good measure. 
Not exactly challenging on any level, but | 
can imagine it'll get the kids going. For me 
the key change on Sad Symphony said it 
all. Not my cup of tea I’m afraid. (COC) 
Pop Kid Records, 41 watchung plazapmb 
182, montclair, nj, 07042, USA 


BEECHER - “Resention Is A Big Word In 
A Small Town” CD 

Jeez, this CD is fair schizo! Ambient n sung 
intro leading to horrible nu-metal-esque 
slow part, then a guitar break leading to 
some tasty fast metallic stuff — and this is 
just within the first minute and a half of the 
CD. The dynamics are, for me, really hit-n- 
miss and it pretty much continues as this 
throughout. Some electronic stuff is 
scratched upon in the mix, and sounds 
good when given the space to breath as in 
the track Megadrive Vs Snes, and it’s the 
things like this which really show Beecher 
as a bunch of talented guys with lots of cool 
ideas — it just feels (to me at least) that in 
places they’re still too young a band to pull 
off all of this competently enough — there 
are plenty of fair rockin moments, but the 
sum of the parts doesn’t hook me. If you’re 
a little bit more open-minded than me you 
could well love this CD, as plenty of people 
| know do, it’s just not for me. (SW) 

IN AT THE DEEP END RECORDS 


BLOCKHEADS & NOSTROMO - split 7” 
This 7” consists of 2 French bands doing 
one of their own songs and then a cover of 
the other bands songs, with a great piss 
taking sample at the start, gets a big 
thumbs up from me because: 

a) Its got attitude, humour and politics all 
mashed together in heavy as fuck grindcore 
which doesn’t suffer from droning on and on 
or the same old riffs making it overall a 
damn good listen 

b) The cat sat on the mat, or was it the bat’s 
hat? 

c) | am ‘here today but not tomorrow, so 
where would | be next week? 

d) Batman and Robin were an item, they 
just weren't allowed to make it public in 
those days 

(LH) 

Shogun Records, 39 Rue Du Mont 
d’Arene, 51100 Reims, France. 
www.perso.wanadoo.fr/burnout or Waiting 
For An Angel Records, 45 Rue Rachais, 
69007, Lyon, France. 

www. waitingforanangel.com 


BLOCKO/EIGHTY SIX split 7” 

Okay, in this age of American imperialism 
it’s nice to hear British bands that sound like 
British bands, that’s why BLOCKO are one 
of the best bands around at the moment - 
think LEATHERFACE, HOOTON 3 CAR, 
REVERSE, BROCOLLI etc. You get the 
picture, fine quality melodic hardcore with 
no posing just plenty of honesty. They have 
two.songs on here, although one of them is 
on the Oimo MCD. On the other hand 
EIGHTY SIX fall into that sounding very 
American catagory and the song here 
reminded me of ALKALINE TRIO. I’m sorry 
that I’m comparing them to such a bullshit 
unpunk middle of the road band like that but 
that’s what it sounds like to me. It is good 
news for ALKALINE TRIO fans who want a 
band with a bit more integrity (no! not the | 
band, but that would be interesting 
though.). This 7” comes on really heavy 
pink vinyl with a nice booklet and a great 
looking sleeve to boot.(AZ) 

Bombed Out Records P.O. Box 17, Leeds, 
LS8 1UP, U.K. www.bombedout.co.uk 
Boss Tunage P.O. Box 74, Sandy, Beds, 
SG19 2WB, U.K. www.bosstunage.com 


BUZZKILL/ ADAM JOHN KILLIP & THE 
RUSTY STRING BREAKERS - split 7” 
Finally a Buzzkill recording to get excited 
about. The production on here is top notch 
& the band are really up for it. Each band 
plays one of their own songs & one of the 
other bands, so you get 2 versions of the 
same songs. Not that you’d know it the 
styles are so different, but both work equally 
well. Buzzkill play Rocket From The Crypt 
styled garage, big horns & great riffs. Adam 
Killip is country (| know absolutely nothing 
about country music). | guess in a naive 
way they reminded me of the Soggybottom 
Boys from the film “oh Brother, Where Art 
Thou”. Which means | liked it. (JK) 

Blind Bear, PO Box 309, Leeds,LS2 7AH, 
UK www.blindbear.co.uk 

info @ blindbear.co.uk 


CARBONO 14 - “Automatas de nuestra 
ignorancia” CD 

10 Traxs of dual voice spanish grind death 
with a lot of metallic crust parts. Angry and 
fast at times whilest remaining quite intense 
overall. Good lyrics against Hardline, about 
Satan, vampires and civil disobedience, | 
particularly like “Periferical Sound” who tell 
us about the BCN suburbs crew. Nice 
artwork in a digipack full: colour jacket. (P) 
Criminal Vexing Grudge, PO Box 76 08731 
St,Marti Sarroca BCN, Spain. 

crustcore @terra.es 


CAUSTIC CHRIST — 7” 

Members of AUS ROTTEN, REACT and 
SUBMACHINE cook up a storm with this six 
tracker. Stuck in a niche somewhere 
between old school US hardcore and 
driving Swedish thrash this is more 
evidence of the current crop of hardcore 
bands being some of the most exciting for a 
long time. Imagine early COC mixed with 
POISON IDEA. (SH) 

Havoc Records, PO Box 8585, 

| Minneapolis, MN 55408 USA. 


CHILDREN OF FALL - “Ignition For Poor 
Hearts LP 

These political Swedish hardcore punkers 
provide a neato little booklet with this record 
which contains interesting lyrics and 
explainations to their spectacular, powerful, 
intense music which is sort-of similar to: 

a) Catharsis, but with a slighty different 
sense of urgency about their heavy, 
screamo sound 

b) Dolly Parton, but with a slighty different 
sense of urgency about their heavy, 
screamo sound 

c) Alvin And The Chipmunks, but with a 
slighty different sense of urgency about 
their heavy, screamo sound 

d) Enya, but with a slighty different sense of 
urgency about their heavy, screamo sound 
(LH) 

Scene Police Records, c/o DPM, 
Humboldtstrasse 15, 53115 Bonn, 
Germany 


COLT - “Marek” LP 

This German band have been described in 
promo spiel as being like a cross between 
Dinosaur Jr, Big Drill Car and Pegboy, but | 
have to beg to differ because despite still 
being a good record, to me Colt are: 

a) more indie rock than any of the above, all 
of who are unique in their own right and will 
probably never be matched... end of story 
b) German... all the others are American 
and from the late 80s/early90s 


c) named after a gun or a type of ice cream 
| used to eat as a child, after swimming 
class 

d) Melodic, well structured, fast and driving 
in parts, good musicians, as well as ‘a’ and 
‘b’ . 

(LH) 

Scene Police Records 


COMBATWOUNDEDVETERAN — “duck 
down for the torso” CD 

4 track mini CD, tracks numbered 67 to 70. 
A difficult band to pin down as there is so 
much variation to what they are achieving. 
Some of their more straight forward stuff (if 
you can call it that) is in the same vein as 
Deadguy or Meatjack, twisted grooving 
heaviness with those distorted vocals. But 
just when you’re getting comfortable with 
their sound they throw in track 70 with its 
computer generated rhythms & Stephen 
Hawkining female talking track — it goes on 
a bit but its fucking different. Great release. 
(JK) 

No Idea 


CONDITION 21 - ‘Next Years Sell Outs’ 
CdR 

The levels are in the red with all instruments 
and vocals fighting to get through in the mix 
- this sound reminds me of DEEP WOUND, 
it never lets up - yet its a tuneful distortion, 
totally out of the blue seeing as they're outta 
fuckin Dundee of all places the lyrics are 
about being positive, doing it diy, getting 
involved etc, great new band, and | hope 
they keep bringing it, Bender from 
Futurama on drums too! (SN) 

Contact: 93 Craigard Road, Dundee, DD2 
4PU, UK condition21 @ hotmail.com 


CRY FOR SILENCE - Demo CDr 

This is the second one of these damn CDr 
promo’s that I’ve ended up with recently — 
just a CDr in a case with no inlay or lyric 
sheet, just the band name, website and the 
word “promo” scrawled onto it in marker 
pen. Dude, put some fuckin effort into it, 
hardcore is as much about the exchange of 
ideas and emotions as the crucial pit-parts. 
Rant aside, these London-area kids rock in 
a decidedly modern metallic hardcore way. 
| hate to use band comparisons, but from 
the start of the first track it’s near- 
impossible not to think of the band Unearth, 
which is no bad thing, but at times it sounds 
a little too similar if you get where I’m going! 
Whilst I’ve been listening to the demo I’ve 
been checking out their website, and there’s 
a pretty good MP3 on it — shame there’s 
only 2 tracks on this “promo”. Two strong 
tracks though, and can’t wait to see them 
again. They were really cool live, so check 
‘em out if they play near you — think | may 
try and record their set next time | see ‘em 
play, as it’d be cool to have more than the 
two tracks on offer here. Oh, almost forgot, 
vocal effects suck — why would a kid in a 
metalcore band wanna sound like Cher?!? 
(SW) 

www.cryforsilence.co.uk 


THE DAGDA - ‘Threefold’ LP / CD 

The DAGDA (dubbed the ‘Irish TRAGEDY’) 
are ex members of MY NAME IS SATAN, 
BLEEDING RECTUM among others and 
you can see the development/lineage from 
those bands on this album. The DAGDA 
play what | refer to as ‘Glyn Music’ - stuff 
like KYLESA ie powerfully produced 
dischordant guitar assault intense heavy 


hardcore with screamed vocals, moving into 
melodic, slower parts at times, but always 
to be played ear splittingly LOUD! Glyn 
writes, guitars and screams in the DAGDA, 
NEUROSIS are definitely an influence here 
(and AMEBIX too, oldies!) There is so much 
attention paid to detail throughout, 
impressive packaging with lyrics 
accompanied by striking artwork illustrating 
the songs themes to great effect, intelligent 
and poignant well thought out words born 
out of real experience. Punishing and 
recommended! (SN) 

Enslaved, P.O.Box 169, Forster Court, 
Braford, BD1 2UJ, UK. 

Control, P.O. Box 6591, Dun Laoghaire, 
Co Dublin, Ireland. 


DAN DE LEON - “Science Fiction” 7” 
Indie pop of the Sarah records / Teenage 
Fanclub jingly jangly niceness in a bag type 
of thing. (COC) 

The Disappointed Love Letter, postfach 
102848, 33528 Bielefield, Germany. 
Tdllrec @yahoo.de 


DAYLIGHT — “Vague Pictures of amazing 
moments” cd 

12 tracks of melodic emotional hardcore. 
Some top metal mixed with what can only 
be described as shoegazer goth and soft 
rock ballad (God almighty...) gives this cd 
an endearing edge over the vast amounts 
of unoriginal shite that’s churned out in this 
vein. Although they don’t sound anything 
like Robocop Kraus musically, the vocals 
sometimes do (when they not totally going 
for it) and that was enough for me. Not bad 
all in all. (COC) 

Incendiary records, stockumer str.20, 
47139 Duisberg, Germany. 
info@incendiary.de . 


DEAD SYMPHONY s/t Cassette 
Malaysian Hardcorepunk here sung in 
English. A really professional looking 
release too with colour glossy sleeve 
detailing the band’s lyrics, track list, and 
contacts. Kind of 
screamed/growled/tortured vocals that rage 
over tight, well structured hardcorepunk 
that pretty much rocks! One song, ‘A Sense 
of Humanity That Perishes’, begins with a 
spoken/emo type intro that just explodes 
into some full-on fast, but not blurred, punk. 
Hard-edged and uncompromising 
combining the essence of the structured 
build up into all-out speed! Definitely not for 
the weak!!! (SHY) 

SANGSARA RECORDS, Peti Surat 13288 
50806, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Or Dead 
Symphony, c/o Areff Adli, No.35, jln bkt 
mayung, 26/30, Tmn bkt saga, 40400 
Shah Alam, Selangor, Malaysia. 


DEADBOLT -— “The Arrival” CD 

It's ace when a CD totally catches you off- 
guard and smacks you around the face. It 
seems to happen less and less these days, 
but Deadlock socked me good. All the 
signs were telling me this was gonna suck — 
the daft band member photo's, the 
“Deadlock is endorsed by EBlood Clothing” 
message in the inlay, the Christian 
symbolism to the inlay artwork — but when 
that first track after the intro kicked in, and 
WinAmp was telling me it was 7 minutes 
long | knew | was in for a treat. This MoFo 
is dense, there’s a serious amount going 
on, but not in that oh-so-modern way of 
making everything stupidly technical, more 


in the soundscapes. The album has real 
atmosphere about it — I’m somehow already 
listening to this monolith of a metal CD for 
the third time tonight, and there’s so much 
to catch your ear each time around — the 
ambient tune with male/female sung vocals 
is sliding out of the speakers at the moment, 
but | know that as soon as it ends I’m gonna 
be pummelled by a return to the metal, and 
possibly the longest song-title this year — 
“Love. | think | had never felt it before. So | 
cannot say that | have felt it this time. But 
you were my everything”. Seriously, check 
these guys out if you’re one of them 
metalcore kids, or just appreciate a 
stonking riff or ten! (SW) 

WINTER RECORDINGS - 
www.winterrecordings.de 


DEBRIS - “Ten2” LP 

Strange combo this one, at times this is 
very DIS influenced hardcore and at other 
times is mid-paced melodic hardcore. | got 
quite into this politically charged punk rock. 
Some thought provoking and in-depth 
lyrics/commentary make for a decent 
package. (SH) 

Panoptic Vision, PO Box 3590, 
Uddingston, G71 6XG, Scotland. 


DESTRUCCION / SIDA 7” 
‘Te amo d-beat’ ! Brutal raw punk from both 


bands, out of Arnedo,Spain - they’re very . 


similar to each other (must share members 
surely ?), a strong early 80’s Scandinavian 
influence (KAAOS/ SHITLICKERS) is 
present, reminiscent of the old WRETCHED 
EP’s too, | love this shit! Sounds great on 
it's intended 33 rpm and pure radge on 45! 
lyrics are in Spanish and from what | can 
work out are about the police (‘no a la 
policia / contra el policia bastardo’ ) against 
patriotism (‘anti-patria’) and pro d-beat! 
(‘gracias a discharge per exister’). | wish | 
could read Spanish as there is a lovely zine 
included with this record on the history of 
punk in their hometown - listing zines, 
bands, labels, social centres (and loads of 
collages of them and their mates). Keeping 


' the d-beat flag flying, love it or hate it these 


people don’t give a shit! (SN) 

La Vida Es En Mus, BM Active WC1N 3xXx, 
London, UK. 

Dont Belong, Apdo 8035 33280 Gijon, Spain. 


DR GREEN - “Purvas” CD 

rll hold my hands up, ska really is not my 
cup of the old chai, most of the time (with a 
couple of exceptions) it really grates me. 
But, | still feel confident to say this is a 
damn fine ska-punk record, with a hard 
edge to it (i.e. it’s not like No Doubt) and 
some good inventive musicianship. It’s also 
great to get a record from Lithuania, and if | 
take the indications from their nice note 
they included and the inlay, these guys are 
very supportive of the DIY scene, and offer 
to set up shows for anyone passing 
through. Ok, so | may not listen to this a 
great deal, but it is good and their hearts 
seem to be in the right place so if you get 
chance why don’t you check these guys 
out. (JW) 

PO Box 790, Vilnius 2050, Lithuania. 


DYSMORFIC/ULCERRHOEA - Split 7” 
With a better production Dysmorfic’s tracks 
could have been so much better - as it 
Stands, over 5 tracks the snare dominates 
the sound. It’s a shame, because 
underneath it you can just about hear some 
quality slabs of grinding chaos. But then, 
maybe that was their intention, 


those damn_  Anti-Musical Terrorists! 
Ulcerrhoea are far more together, both 
production-wise and technically, and are 
tight as a motherfucker. Mixing up blasting 
grind tracks and ace fastcore stuff, it’s all 
kicked along by hate-filled lyrics. Find this 
wax, or lose out. (SW) 

DYSMORPFIC - Tom Conte, Via Neruda 
48/c, 46047 Bancole (MN), Italy 
ULCERRHOEA - Magnus Lundberg, 
Humboldtstr. 12, D_90542 Eckental, 
Germany 


E150/ZANUSSI - Split 7” 

This is my record of the issue. I’ve got most 
of Barcelona’s E150’s previous stuff and 
have always thought they were good but 
this surpasses most of that. Full on, raging, 
tight as fuck old school hardcore thrash that 
takes its influences from Latino hardcore a 
la CRUDOS with the added oomph of a 
healthy dose of Japanese thrash. Shit if you 
dig the sort of thing that 625, Deranged, 
Havoc or Lengua Armada usually put out 
you’re gonna love this. On the flip are 
Valencia’s ZANUSSI. This is the first time 
I've heard ZANUSSI and they didn’t 
disappoint — a fast and furious hardcore 
assault with lyrics that vehemently attack 
capitalism, modern society, power and 
politics. If you're only going to buy one 
record this month make it this one. Raging! 
(SH) 

La Vida Es Un Mus, BM Active, WC1N 
3XX, London, UK. 


ENDSTAND - “Never fall into silence” CD 
Ok, so things aren’t going too well. The 
Posh have lost their last five games, the 
club is in dire financial peril and the club’s 
takeover goes on and on, thanks to a senile 
chairman. | really needed cheering up. So 
once again our reviews editor Alex did the 
trick by sending me this CD. | have to be 
honest and say that | thought Endstand 
slightly sold themselves short on the last 
couple of releases, especially as their 
picture disc 7” was so very strong. The 
addition of a second guitarist seems to have 
given them a new lease of life, perhaps a 
licence to experiment with melodies in a 
similar way to what fellow Scandinavians 
Section 8 did. The production is also tiptop, 
helping Endstand ‘rock’ in the way that we 
all know they can. Thanks Alex! (JW) 

Day After, PO Box 153, 352 01 AS, Czech 
Republic 


ENGINE DOWN - “Demure” CD 

This is a very sombre affair, all played at a 
steady pace, which very rarely varies. The 
vocals are pretty good, and some of the 
guitar work is ok, but | can’t help but say 
that a little innovation and variation would 
go a long way on this record. It’s far too 
easy to lose interest as the album plods 
along, but there are signs of quality. For 
example, many bands of this ‘emo’ ilk are 
happy to have a cry baby sounding vocalist 
which | find extremely irritating. I’m not 
saying Engine Down 
have the greatest 
vocals ever, but they’re 
not bad. This is not bad, 
but I’d have to say that 
there are bands that do 
it better (e.g. Aina). (JW) 
Lovitt c/o Day After, PO 
Box 153, 352 01 AS, 
Czech Republic 


ENTRAILS OUT! — “Enjoy The Violence” 
cDr 

A self-release that’s got 12 tracks from a’99 
demo, 3 tracks from 2000, 1 track recorded 
this year and a 5 track live video to play 
through yer computer. Complete with a 
colour inlay, and only cost me £3 — fuckin 
ace! | picked this up when | saw these crazy 
Germans at a gig in Leeds — apparently 
they just came over to the UK with a van 
and a backline and drove around looking for 
gigs or summat — | fell in love with them the 
second they started playing, with the singer 
doing daft hand-stands whilst wearing a 
Suicidal cap with the peak up! They play 
gore-fuelled metallic/grind-core with a 
sense of humour — this CD fuckin rules. It’s 
beyond turbo, it’s fuckin nitro! Choice song 
titles include Sex Ghost, Revue of Grind, 
Blood Oh Blood, Devoured By Death and 
Animal Old School. Track this down, and if 
the band ever play in your town make sure 
you check ‘em out’ and shout for hand- 
stands! (SW) 

Daniel Czieschke, Feldstrasse 15, 44651 
Wanne-Eickel, Germany 


ESTEL - “True stories/my Raymond is 
contagious” 7” 

| really like Estel. They make me think of 
action chases in thrillers. Definitely more 
“Murder, Mystery, Suspense” than “Murder 
She Wrote” though. They put me a bit on 
edge. | think its the keyboards that give the 
record its eerie feel over the cool repetitive 
droning a la Neu. Not bad! (COC) 

Little Plastic Tapes, 64 Derry Drive, 
Crumlin, Dublin 12, Ireland. 


EVEREST - “The Road Less Travelled” 
CD 

Mmmm, pop - nice. This is possibly the 
most inoffensive record | own, it’s all sugar- 
coated keyboard-driven melodies, lush 
sung vocals and that oh-so-popular college 
rock/emo musical hybrid. You already know 
if you'll like this, or despise it - I’m sure 
when the summer hits it'll be played on 
those sunny, ahem, “sick days”! Fairly 
distinctive vocals, n’all....and | didn’t even 
mention The Get Up Kids as a reference 
point! (SW) 

Join The Team Player Records 


EXTERMINATE - ?????7?? (IT’S IN 
Japanese) CD 

These guys are all leather & studs & they’re 
from Japan. 5 songs of blistering hardcore 
punk rock, which sounds more European 
than Japanese. The sound is great, really in 
your face but the songs really aren’t that 
wonderful, just OK. | really enjoyed the 
thanks list - Nagoya City Terminaters, 
Toyota City Terminaters, Okazaki City 
Terminaters & Gifu City Terminaters — 
classy names. Not essential (JK) 

MCR Company, c/o Agipunk 


FACE TOMORROW - “For Who You Are” 
CD 

And so the lines blur further. This is 
like all the soft parts from your 
favourite “emo-core” 
bands, apparently it’s 
called “cross-genre 
appeal” - god bless them 
press-releases. Oh, 
they've filmed a video for 
one of their songs and 
they even won a battle-of- 
the-bands style affair. If 


you dig Boy Sets Fire et al for the melody 
and not the aggression check this out - the 
songs are strong enough, it’s just not my 
cup of tea...oh, and there’s a barcode on 
this Reflections CD and not on the other 
Reflections thing I’ve got this issue - is this 
because these guyS are more 
“commercially viable”?!? (SW) 
REFLECTIONS RECORDS 


FIVE DAYS OFF - “Coast to Coast” CD 
Fast, melodic, pop punk/hardcore with 
harmonies and catchy choruses. |’m not 
sure what else to say about this! Oh yeh, 
they do a cover of a 7 Seconds song which 
isn’t too shoddy. Well worth checking out if 
fast pop is what you like. (CB) 

Funtime Records. J Quinten Viasselaar 
13. 3221 Nieuwrode (Holsbeek) 

Belgium. 


FLAME STILL BURNS/FACE UP Split 
demo CD 

Oh yes! If you hadn’t already guessed by 
the names of the bands, both play 
youthcrew hardcore and both bands do a 
pretty good job. Everything on the list is 
here - mosh parts? Yes, GO!s? Yes, CHAIN 
OF STRENGTH shirt? Yes, X’d hands? 
Yes, “betrayal” lyrics? Yes. This is pretty 
good quality for what was originally two 
demo tapes and both bands are well worth 
checking out. This is the first release on 
Teamfight records and it’s a good one. (AZ) 
Teamfight Records, Cluyse Bram, P.O. Box 


-8, 8500 Kortrijk 1, BELGIUM. 


teamfight666 @ hotmail.com 


FLAMINGO 50 - “Go Betsy Go!” 7” 

I'd already bought this record when | was 
given it to review. It’s ace. 5 top class punk 
songs that make me dance around my front 
room like a buffoon. As passionate on vinyl 
as they are live. Class. (COC) 

No Concessions Rds, c/o Natalie Masse, 
496 Abbey Road, London, SE29EZ, 
England. 


FLATPIG - “Drowning” cd 

What's all that shouting... 14 top class punk 
ditties from this Brighton 3 piece ranging 
from religion and capitalism to my favourite 
about hippies called “wankers”...”keep your 
crystals away from me | don’t give a toss 
about negative chi”. . No messing with 
metaphorical lyrics here... Shame about 
the ska punk number but not everyone’ll 
share that aversion. | saw these in 
Rotterdam ages ago and they were totally 
ace. Not quite Wat Tyler but not fucking 
bad. (COC) 

Deadfly music. 

DAVEFLATPIG @GENIE.CO.UK 


FLATPIG - “Wasted” cd 

4 crust punk tracks with drugs, food and 
Tony Blair as the casualties. Fast, loud and 
not bad at all. (COC) 

Deadfly music. 

DAVEFLATPIG @GENIE.CO.UK 


FLOORBOARD GEORGE - “Be Ready” 
Cd 

Despite having a bizarre name this side 
project punk band featuring members of 
Freaks Union, Grimjack and The Shreddies 
is a good listen because: 

a) The music is steady, fast paced, pogo 
friendly punk with decent lyrics and attitude 
b)There is a keyboard tinkling away in the 
background and solid bass lines 


c) It sounds like they are having a lot of fun 
and don’t. take themselves too seriously 

d) All of the above, especially ‘c’ 

(LH) 

AMO, PO Box 23497, Edinburgh, EH8 
8YY, UK 


FORCA MACABRA - “Nos Tumulus 
Abertos” LP 

Brazilian thrash played by 4 guys from 
Finland and this kicks ass. Sounding like 
the missing RATOS DE PARAO or 
COLERA recordings, this is raw, driving 
hardcore that you rarely get to hear these 
days. Recommended (SH) 

Agipunk, Mila, Miriam Bugiantella Via 
S.Stefano 156, 40125 Bologna, Italy 


FREEDOOM - CD 
The debut self release from Porto, 
Portugal’s. drunk punx FREEDOOM, 
standard punk crust fare that rattles along 
nicely, with political lyrics being shouted 
from what | can make out (forgive my 
Portuguese) such as ‘Anarquia, Punk, 
Liberdade!’ They mean it maan! 13 songs 
and pay no more than 5 euro’s. Not bad. 
(SN) 

Giro R: Fernao Vaz, Dourado 95/1A, 4150 
Porto, Portugal giropunx @ hotmail.com 


FUTURES, THE - “Electric wave from 
the underworld” CD 

Wow, the pink flowery inlay certainly gave 
no indication of the brilliance that lies within. 
This is wonderful, bouncy, funky, energetic, 
fast, tight, inventive hardcore punk, that 
brought to my mind bands like Spazz and 
FYP. Please excuse my ignorance but I’m 
not able to read Japanese so | can't 
translate the lyrics, but with 16 songs in 17 
minutes you get short, sharp bursts of lively 
but still aggressive punk. Great. (JW) 

MCR company, 157 Kamiagu, Miazuru, 


Kyoto, 624-0913, Japan 


“GIRLS AGAINST BOYS - “You Can't 


Fight What You Can’t See” Cd 

This band have been around a while now 
and. still manage to rock with their 
consistant chunky sound, steady paced 
melodies and solid song structures 
because: 

a) They do what they do and are good.at it 
b) They do what they want and are good at 
it 

c) They do what they should and are good 
at it 

d) They do what they do, want and should 
and are good at it 

(LH) 

Jade Tree Records, 2310 KennWynn Rd, 
Wilmington, DE 19810, USA 


GOOFBALL - “Keep it Unreal” cd 

7 tracks of grooving guitar with a cacophony 
of melodic and screaming vocals on top in 
the vein of Kathleen Hannah/ Kat Bjelland. 
This cd had me totally dancing around the 
room. It’s ace. 
(COC) 

No Concessions Rds, c/o Natalie Masse, 
496 Abbey Road, London, SE2 9EZ, 
England. 


GRABASS CHARLESTONS/BILLY 
REESE PETERS - “Chik Chak Attack” 
Split CD | 

There’s nowhere near enough punkrock in 
my record collection, and this CD is a 
welcome addition. This is the part where | . 
should name-check all those older bands 


they pinch parts of their sound from right? 
Sorry, I’m just a metal kid — would you hate 
me if | said | don’t own a Husker Du record, 
and the only No Idea stuff I’ve got is the few 
things that Alex has given me for review? 
Anyways, Grabass Charlestons were the 
more straight-ahead of the two, with Billy 
Reese Peter sounding that little more 
gutter, but they’re both very similar bands. 
Grabass had the better lyrics — where BRP 
were all introspective GC were belting out 
anthems about being pissed off by your 
boss, getting stupidly drunk, old friends 
getting “hip”, rich scene kids and more. 
Maybe Jamie should've gotten this CD, but 
I’m glad | did cos both bands are cool, and 
summat different to what | usually listen to. 
(SW) 

NO IDEA — PO Box 14636, Gainsville, 
Florida 32604, USA 


HAYMAKER - “s/t” CD 

Right you chumps, THIS IS THE SHIT! 
HAYMAKER contains members of the 
mighty LEFT FOR DEAD and sound similar 
too. So if their demise left a void in your life 
you now have the chance to make your life 
worthwhile again by aquiring this record. | 
think these lyrics sum up how crucial this 
band is. Life is full of bullshit | just can’t 
relate The more things | see The more 
things | hate i just gotta get out of here | just 
got to skate Hit the streets before its too late 
| hate where | am | hate what | see Gotta 
find some waxed curbs It’s the only thing 
that can save me The pressure is 
unbearable I’m losing my mind It’s not like 
’m not getting older and I’m running out of 
time I’ve got to hit the streets like they are 
mine Cause I’m a slave to the (backside) 
grind! Here we come down your street so 
watch your back We’re gonna fucking 
destroy everything you have!(AZ) 
Deranged Records P.O. Box 543 Stn. P. 
Toronto On, M5S-2TI| CANADA 
www.derangedrecords.com 


HE WHO CORRUPTS / THIRD DEGREE 
split 7” 

First up, HE WHO CORRUPTS from 
Elmhurst, IL in the U.S.A.. Unfortunately, | 
was immediately put off by the picture of 
this band on the cover rocking out as the 
guitarist deems it necessary to play without 
his kit on. | don’t care whether he does or 
not, perhaps it was just too hot and he need 
to take his clothes off - who knows? | just 
don’t get why people need to do it? 
Liberation? Exhibitionism? It’s just been 
done before. Yawn, yawn, yawn! However, 
the music is far from being yawned at. 
Vicious vocals, pummelling drums, distort 
that guitar and down tune that bass 
redeems the guitarist’s lack of dress sense! 
Heavy, brutal, and well executed. Fans of 
grind and pummelling hardcore will be 
happy with this. | can imagine live they 
would rock. Not: sure what they’re like 
lyrically as none are provided and | can’t 
understand the singers screams but with 
titles such as ‘Two Buckets of Fuck You 
Plaster’, | have to wonder! The THIRD 
DEGREE hails from Poland and has the 
dual vocal crust attack style going on. One 
has the “aaarrrggghhh!!!” effect whilst the 
other has the “whoarrr!!”. You can’t beat it! 
Especially when the vocals combine well off 
of each other done with good tunes. The 
said tunes themselves are done in a 
whirlwhind, heads down, lets rock kind of 
way. Relentless guitar with a touch of metal 


and some good drumming that holds it all 
together. Six songs sung in English with 
English lyrics printed, they appear to have a 
strong anti-authoritarian stance. A good 
split. (SHY) 

HERODISHONEST - “Juggernaut” CD 
Yet more great hardcore from Finland. What 
else can i say? Fast and furious mix of 
thrash and youthcrew like VITAMIN X, 
E.T.A. and D.S.13. Solid lyrics and nice 
looking artwork, so what are you waiting 
for? Just go get the damn thing!(AZ) 
lfsociety records www.ifsociety.com 

Storms Minimart, Box 403, 00121 Helsinki, 
FINLAND jonte.storm @sci.fi 


HIRETSUKAN - “Invasive// Exotic” cd 

7 track cd with 16 minutes of totally harsh 
yet melodic hardcore with bastard 
screaming aceness. They describe 
themselves as if “Born Against listened to 
Cradle of Filth before going to a Submission 
Hold showin a basement in Charleswood” 
and who am | to argue with that. Gosh! 
(COC) 

The G7 Welcoming Committee, P.O Box 
27006, 360 Main Street 
Concourse,Winnipeg, MB, R3C 4t3, 
Canada. 


HORACE GOES SKIING - “Yeah Right 


. Sure” CD 


This is total feel-good music for dancing 
and stuff. Taking the poppier elements of 
Jimmy Eat World and the simple catchy pop 
tunes of bands like the Senseless Things, 
Horace Goes Skiing play pure, rocking, 
indie pop. This album is a mixture of 10 
new tracks and the 4 tracks from their 
“Domestic Violence” 7”, 2 records in one - 
bargain! (CB) 

Popkid Records. 36 Cannock House. 
Woodbury Down Estate. London. N4 1QX 
Http://www.popkid.com/uk 


HOT HOT HEAT - s/t 7” 

This record came with one of those band 
Bio’s | dislike so much which dared to use 
the word ‘modernism’ in it, but | was 
cheered up no end when | spotted the goofy 
looking picture of them at the bottom with 
thier pouting faces, bad hairdo’s and parker 
jackets, and was so relived to to hear this 
German 4 piece play: 

a) Heavy bass sounding ‘Chicago’ style not 
far from The Fall or a flamboyant Big 
Black/Shellac, with a screeching organ and 
broken up drum beat and shouty vocals 

b) The sound track to The Magic 
Roundabout on a mandolin, harpsichord 
and old tin whistle 

c) Vietnamese water 
accompanied by a banjo 
d) Waltzing Maltida in the traditional, 
wholesome Aussie style 

(LH) 

Monoton Studio, Arneckstr. 2, 44139 
Dortmun, Germany. 
www.monotonstudioatgmx.de 


puppet opera 


HUMAN WRECKAGE - “promotional 
suicide” CDR-demo 

6 tracks of blistering hardcore punk that’s 
inspired by great 80s bands from UK & 
USA. The singer sounds like early GBH & 
musically they’ve taken Discharge bits, 
Black Flag bits & others to make an 
impressive hybrid. I’m making it sound 
really generic, but that isn’t the case at all. 
Although it sounds kinda old it sounds really 


be ready 


VINLS AGAINST BOYS 


fresh & I’d definitely like to see this band 
live — recommended. (JK) 

£3 (UK)/ £3.50(else) 22 John Street West, 
Sowerby Bridge, W. Yorks, HX6 2NF, UK 
www.humanwreckage.com 
info@humanwreckage.com 


JEZUS & THE GOSPELFUCKERS/ 
AGENT ORANGE - couldn’t care less CD 
Its pretty easy for me to review this as | 
reviewed half of it in the last issue. Jezus & 
The Gospelfuckers was an early Dutch 
hardcore band, whose demo (included 
here) was heavily influenced. by Discharge. 
They wreaked havoc wherever they went & 
eventually became Genocide Express (from 
“Cleanse The Bacteria” comp) — their 3 
songs are on here too. Jesus later joined 
Agent Orange, who released 2 7’s & all 
their songs are included too. The recordings 
sound kinda muffled but it adds to the 
overall effect, great Discharge inspired 
guitars with a sound thicker than Husker 
Du, really messy sounding with. catchy 
chanty choruses. Everyone who likes any 
sort of punk or hardcore will love this, its 
that simple. (JK) 

Kangaroo, Henk Smit, Middenweg 13, 
1098 AA Amsterdam, Netherlands, 

tyson @xs4all.nl 
http:/www.geocities.com/tysonkangaroo 


JOSHUA - “Singing 
Subconscious” Cd 

This band bore me to tears and make me 
sick with psychotic anger and paranoid 
rage, (kinda like how | imagine Slaine the 
Barbarian from early 2000AD comics must 
have felt) because: 

a) Jangley, whiney, meloncholic sappy 
tunes are not really my thing, nor are over 
stretched wordy sentences squished into 
plinkity plonk riffs consisting of slow 
strummy chords 

b) I’ve never understood why they are 
named after a guy | never liked in school 
who was a complete prick to everyone, 
especially the nerds, for no apparent 
reason other than to try and show off to this 
girl called Stephanie Street, who in my 
opinion, was a bit of a tart... 

c) | find skateboarding, building model 
aeroplanes, witnessing car crashes, frying 
tofu, chatting up pretty ladies, putting on 
fresh socks, drinking black coffee, farting in 
phone boxes whilst some grumpy old guy is 
impatiently waiting, climbing tall trees and 
taking the piss out of people and bands | 
don't like in my reviews much more fun 

d) The rain is spain falls mainly on the plain 
(LH) 

Defience Records, Ritterstrasse 52, 50668 
Koln, Germany 


To Your 


FUCK THEIR) FUCKIN: SYSTEM 


Narcosis 


Heart Slows Down 


K-LINE - “in The Red” MCD 

3 songs on a CD seems like a waste to me, 
better off as a 7” if you ask me. K-LINE has 
Ed from THE STUPIDS and SINK on guitar 
and vocals, add song titles like “Broken 
Holmes” and “Future Primitives” | thought 
this would be all about skating. Sadly | was 
wrong, but the songs are catchy with good 
lyrics and I’m sure i heard one of these 
songs on the radio a few weeks ago. (AZ) 
Boss Tunage 


KANSALAISTOTTELEMATTOMUUS - 
‘Fuck their Fucking System’ 7” 

Long names for bands suck, but what i 
really hate is sentences for names, it's 
acceptable if it’s in Finnish and all one big 


long word! This is some heavy duty political 
punk with members of Ol POLLOI, TURUN 
TAUTI, PAX AMERICANA and numerous 


- others, takes a few cues from CONFLICT in 


song structure wise - lyrics are in English, 
Finnish, German and Gaelic they're simple 
and direct, dealing with the middle east 
situation, border control, repression, the 
new world order and the whole fucking 
system! Best 911 lyric I've heard in the last 
year “September the 11th - what about 
September the 10th?, When 35000 people 


met their-end, in a world of plenty they died _ 


of starvation in the war of the rich against 
‘third world’ nations”. Quite. (SN) - 

Kamaset Levyt, Mechelininkatu 24 B 30, 
00100 Helsinki, Finland. jukkeli@pp.inet.fi 


KIB BLUNT — “82” cd 

7 track Cd from this Irish 4 piece. Musically 
KID BLUNT reminded me of MILLOY, 
SOUTHPORT, etc and | found myself quite 
enjoying this CD. (SH) 

Mad Dog Labelle, 343 Meadowbrook, 
Kilcoole, Co Wicklow, Eire. 


KONSTRUKT In Girum Imus Nocte et 
Consumimur igni 7” EP 

How KONSTRUKT themselves have stated 
on the sleeve of this EP best describes their 
music, “22 fragments of the totality of 


indifference, separation, alienation, the 


spectacle and the misery of everyday life. 
From confusion HC doesn’t make you, in all 
your coolness, your ALF (Animal Liberation 
Front) and FNB (Food Not Bombs) buttons 
a better person nor this world a better place. 
To conformism: buying this record is not a 


revolutionary act, nor is collecting records”. — 


Please take note of the latter part of this 
statement!! ‘Musically, KONSTRUKT’S 
tunes are short, sharp and abrupt (as 
having 22 tracks on any 7” would surely 
bel!). Heavy on the bass (a touch of MAN 
IS THE BASTARD?), this has an almost 
jazzy feel to it. The lyrics are criticisms, 
questions, and indictments of society, life, 
politics, power, veganism and although 
recorded in 1999, marks a good end to this 
band. There are 5 live tracks well recorded 
too. (SHY) 

EXISTENCE DISTRIBUTION, Ignazgasse 
40, 1120 Vienna, Austria. 
www.exdistro.com 


LANDSLIDE, THE - “Get together” CDEP 
This is a two song CD single, quite good 
melodic indie-rock. The vocals have a bit of 
a British feel to them, and the second song 
has a strong influence of early 90’s indie 
bands from this side of the ocean. | quite 
enjoyed this, but I’d quite like to hear a 
longer length record before deciding how 
good they are. (JW) 

Dim Mak, PO Box 14041, Santa Barbara, 
CA 93107, USA 


LAST DAY ON EARTH - Oppressed 
Sounds of Freedom CD 

A three-track release from this new Finnish 
band that have an overtly political outlook 
with regard to both their lyrics: and 
presentation. Lyrics deal with homophobia 
and September 11th and are sung in 


‘English, which | think detracts from the 


power and the message. Words sung in 
your native language often sounds more 
fluent and powerful and you can always 
present your lyrics via translations. This 
has severe metal influences with some 
serious guitar solos going on, punchy 
drumming and fast but not furious music. 


- 


The influences that LAST DAY ON EARTH 
note are obvious in the tunes that they play 
and may give you some idea of their sound 
e.g. PROPAGANDI, NOFX, IRON MAIDEN 
and SYSTEM OF A DOWN. Still have 
some rough edges but promising. (SHY) 
HEIKKI JALONEN, Puskantie 38 + 25, 
60100 Jeinajoki, Finland. 
www.lastdayonearth.cjb.net 


LEAD Ii NITRATE - Pity Is Not Enough 
Cassette 

LEAD II NITRATE are from Singapore and 
their music on this release brings to mind 
some of the early ‘Gravity’ type releases 
from the early/mid 1990s. Emo in effect 
with lyrics dealing with a multitude of 
subjects that all come with explanations 
and definitely helps to clarify the meaning 
behind them. Although claiming to not be 
political as a band, a lot of the statements 
made here are definitely political in their 
context and offer stinging indictments 
against Singapore lifestyle-ism and of 
observations in life in general. There’s a lot 
of thought and effort gone in behind these 
and it does make you think (which can only 
be a good thing, right!?). The music is 
simple yet powerful and totally compliments 
the lyrics and style of the vocalist with the 
lead guitar often the most prominent feature 
leading the structure of the songs followed 
by some great drumming and bass playing. 
This cassette looks pretty professional - a 
gloss cover and there’s a ‘promo’ piece on 
the inlay with the lyrics and explanations. 
Eleven songs in all, my favourite being 
‘Paramount’ which is raw as hell and really 
impassioned. That is probably the word | 
can use best to describe this band. Totally 
impassioned emotive hardcorepunk. (SHY) 
SANGSARA RECORDS, Peti Surat 13288 
50806, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 


LITTLE MILTON - 7” 

5 tracks of totally mental German hardcore. 
One minute there are 2 layers of screamy 
vocals, in a Spazz kind of way; the next 
minute it strips down into something | can 
only describe as jazz! Drum solos and 
semi-acoustic guitar... and then straight 
back into fast, screaming hardcore again! 
The songs only last about a minute each so 
there isn’t much time to figure out what 
genre they’re going for but it’s sure not like 
anything I’ve heard before... cool! (CB) 
Snach3, T Von Borcke, Grevenerstr. 234 - 
48159 Munster Germany. 

Tobi @ 5nach3.net 


LOS CRUDOS - “Discografia” CD 

This is the European pressing of the last 
year LOS CRUDOS discography CD in 
_ Lengua Armada. A collection of 74 songs 
including their 4 7”s, Split LP, Mini LP, 
compilation tracks, some alternative takes 
and a live in the studio set. For those of you 
who don’t know who LOS CRUDOS were, 
just say that they were a bunch of latino 
punks living in the dirty and rotten america 
who decided one day in the early 90’s that 
singing fast, angry, political songs in 
Spanish would be able to subvert, if not the 
whole world, at least their environment, 
and hell yeah that they did. With their totally 
DIY attitude and raw fast core taking a big 
influences from European bands such as 
IMPACT, BGK, LARM, HHH, Japanese 
hardcore and South American punk. They 
achieved what most bands just dream with, 
touring Europe, US, South America, Japan, 
selling (literally ) thousands of records 


having different pressings — in every 
continent and helped a lot to create and link 
a strong DIY punk scene. They split up just 
when they were at the “top” and certainly 
one of those bands that would be 
remembered forever, definitely one band in 
a million. The CD comes with a nice 16 
pages booklet with their lyrics, some 
writings and a few pictures. A must. (P) 
D.L. La Idea, PO Box 18251 28080 
Madrid, Spain. www.sindios.net, 
laidea @ sindios.net 


LOS VATICANOS - nerone 666 LP 
Intricate twisting hardcore with plenty of 
time changes that is really welt done. Plenty 
of anger in the vocals add to a really decent 
release. Songs against the ruling classes & 
the church (not sure what their name 
means, but possibly people of the Vatican). 
| guess being from Rome you’d have a 
different slant on religion. Smart. (JK) 

La Corona Di Spine, Cristino D’Innocenti, 
Via Marostica 25,00191, Roma, Italy 
cavesatan @ yahoo.com 

Thought Crime, Thomas Franke, 
Boxhagenerstr. 22, 10245 Berlin, Germany 
thoughtcrime @ berlin.sireco.net 


MILES APART, THE - “Storyboard” CD 
I've managed to build up quite a collection 
of stuff from Boss Tuneage over the last few 
months. Not all of it is my cup of tea, but 
most is good quality. This is probably’ my 
favourite of their releases that I’ve heard 
(except Manifesto Jukebox) and fans of 
Samiam should definitely take note. 
Admittedly the song writing is much more 
straightforward than the aforementioned 
band but there’s a lot of really melodic bits 
on here. Check it out if you're into this stuff, 
it's also available from Green records in 
Italy. (JW) 

Boss Tuneage 


NAILED DOWN - ‘Perth Wolfpack’ LP 
NAILED DOWN have well developed sense 
of irony | think, they take a lot of right wing 
symbolism and cliche’s and turn it around, 
they obviously don’t mind pissing people off 
- and that’s how it should be, | was 
expecting to see some dissing on ‘PC 
types’ in the lyrics like you’d expect from 
fellow Aussies RUPTURE but | came 
across ‘Anti- PC is just another trend’ which 
made me laugh out loud as that whole 
fucking thing has come full circle - NAILED 
DOWN can smell the shit. Side 1 has at 
least 4 songs about smacking you in the 
head, as well as a BLITZ and about 4 
NEGATIVE FX covers (although they only 
own up to one of them..) ending with a 
totally out of place ambient track that 
sounds like a ship on a dark night - | like. 
Side 2 was originally released in Japan on 
CD and this is my favourite ND stuff so far, 
lots of _DISCHARGE/DOOM/KURO and 
other Japan influence. Good. (SN) 

Power It Up, Postfach 1114, 38156 
Vechelde Germany. 


NARCOSIS - “-Heart Slows Down” LP 
This record is fucking amazing. 9 excellent 
bastard fast tracks on side one, but side 2 
swings it for me with “....with a sickening 
thud”. Played again and again at full 
volume, this record has hardly left the 
turntable. Ace live, ace on vinyl, from Wigan 
and able to gurn like you've never seen in 
gurning history... tremendous. With the ex 
singer of Underclass/ Hard to Swallow 


fronting the band what can you expect but 
top notch grinding hardcore. | love it. (COC) 
Balowski Records c/o Roy Meijnen, 
Haarweg 287, 6709 RX Wageningen, The 
Netherlands 

Balowski @ hotmail.com 


NEIL PERRY/KAOS PILOT - Split 7” 
Neil Perry, from New Jersey, play full-on 
discordant screamo (I hate that word but it 
sums up well here) that really impressed 
me, kinda like a cross between HEROIN 
and a down tuned SWING KIDS. | missed 
Norway’s KAOS PILOT when they toured 
the UK recently, which is a shame, as this 


.sounds good. Again on the screamo front - 


(sorry) but sounding more like 
TRAPDOOR FUCKING EXIT than NEIL 
PERRY’s San Diego-ness. This is a good 
release and I'll be looking out for more 
stuff by these two bands. (SH) 

Level Plane, PO Box280, NYC, NY 10276, USA 


NEW NOISE PROJECT - “The Difficulty 
of Definition” CD 

New Noise Project play a mixture of emo 
rock and hardcore in a Boy Sets 
Fire/Samiam way. There is a good variety of 
styles going on in this 
record: at times it is pretty heavy with some 
really ace riffs. At other times it is more 
intricate, melodic and poppy much like 
Saves The Day. There’s nothing much new 
going on but still worth listening to. (CB) 
Dead Serious Recordings. Helenenanlage 
3. 66299, Friedrichsthal, Germany 
Http://www.deadserious.de 


OHUZARU / CYNESS Split 7” 

OHUZARU are fuckin kicking it on here! 
Frantic stop / start thrashing all over the 
place from these Italians with some higher 
pitched vocals like THE HORROR, but this 
lot have a medium pitch shouter and a total 
growler on back ups also, their lyrics are on 
life and death, oppression and constriction 
are really good, although you can’t make 
them out when being yelled, Berlin’s - 
CYNESS are self described grindcore and 
sure enough they’re taking that NAPALM 
DEATH / TERRORIZER direction on their 5 
songs here. Words in German with English 
translations, they talk about problems in 
present day Germany with the rise of the 
right (‘There is no reason to party, but a 
thousand reasons to resist’) and of their 
countrymen following their leaders blindly - 
even to death (like in Stalingrad).2 bands 
with something to say, and a great way of 
putting it across. (SN) 


Ol POLLO! - ‘Six of the Best’ CD 
Releases like this are where the CD format 
really comes into it’s own - collecting 
together the 6 POLLOI’s EP’s dating back 
to ‘Punx ‘n’ Skinz’ from 84 right up to the 
‘THC’ EP released in ‘99. 27 songs - some 
date better than others but nearly every 
one’s a classic, (including a fuckin 
atrocious ABBA cover!) a few had me 
laughing and thinking back to those heady 
late 80’s times - ha! Ol POLLO! have been 
doing the DIY anarcho- 

punk thing 
for nearly 
20 ~=—syears 
and are one 
of the very 
few bands 
who put 
their money 


where their mouths are - they deserve our 
respect. Booklet comes with a introductory 


statement explaining what the band is ~ 


about, lyrics and lengthy explanations with 
present day perspectives, a discography 
and the list of ex-band members (over 100 
and counting..) there’s really a lot to read 
here. | can’t recommend this enough, even 
if you have some of the EP’s already. (SN) 
Rugger Bugger Discs, P.O Box 357, 
London SE19 1AD, UK. 


ORGANIC - “The Life And Times Of Sal 
Sagev” Cd 

These Oregan punks play on this sort-of 
discography of theirs: 

a) Sloppy, dirty, almost poppy at times punk 
with faint political lyrics and nice melodic 
parts which sound better cos its so sloppy, 
and dirty... and poppy 

b) Heavy metal ala Manowar and Metalica 
(Master of Puppets era) 

c) Hippie, bongo bashing, flute tweeting, 
folk music cos their name is, after all, 
‘Organic’ 

d) Die hard, ecological thrash with lyrics all 
about destroying civilisation and reducing 
the world back to a natural wilderness, 
where mankind has to resort to hunter 
gatherer lifestyle, and cos the packaging is 
all cut n paste/black and white and they are 
from Oregan 

. (LH) 

Microcosm, PO Box 14332, Portland, OR 
97293, USA or Boss Tunage, PO Box 74, 
Sandy, Beds, SG19 2WB UK 


OUR WAR - “If you’re not now..” 

This Canadian sXe 4 piece offer one or 
more of the following: 

a) Amusing zombie artwork to go along with 
thier kickass sludgey sound, straight 
forward pissed off lyrics and classic 
hardcore tempo 

b) A dislike for sellouts, posuers and 
authority 

c) Techno drum and bass carnival 
electronica with Paul Simon samples and 
Rolf Harris artwork 

d) 90 minutes of extra tracks all of which are 
ZZ Top covers played on a harmonica 

(LH) 
Deranged Records (can’t read the 
address!) 


PARADE OF ENEMIES/ SOON THE 
DARKNESS - split 7” : 

if there were any justice Parade Of 
Enemies would be popular by now & on one 
of those trendy US labels like Havoc or 
DeadAlive (and | don’t mean -that in a 
derogatory sense). Their 5 songs simply 
back up my opinion. Hardcore as it was 
meant to be: brutal, fast & in your face. The 
guitar sound on here is just perfect & well 
played too. Soon The Darkness go for the 
dark broody approach with screamo bits. 
The sound quality lets this down but overall 
| wasn’t impressed-& in places the vocals 
began to grate. Well worth it for the Parade 
Of Enemies stuff. (JK) 

Atrocity Exhibition 
www.maximumthrash.co.uk/aer.php 


PRETTY GIRLS MAKE GRAVES - CD EP 
Great four tracker that reminded me of 
WHIRLPOOL or VELOCITY GIRL but that’s 
probably down to the great female vocals 
on this. This is powerful, upbeat, driving 
melodic hardcore and | must admit it’s one 
of the best things I’ve heard from this genre 
in a long time. This band has the potential 
to be massive — get this now before it’s cool 
to hate them. (SH) 

Coalition Records, Newtonstraat 212 2562 
KW Den Haag, The Netherlands. 


PSYCHONEUROSIS - ‘Life for Money’ 7” 
Straight from the Polish underground grind 
/ mince «scene (with — obligatory 
AGATHOCLES cover!) The music races 
along with double bass drums and the 
snare ‘nail in the head’ effect - but it’s the 
vocals that command your attention the 
most - some serious oddball echo effect to 
start with, then it’s a lo-fi attempt at 
CARCASS and the NAPALM DEATH peel 
sessions.. amusing! The growls are about 
our ironic world, carnivores, selfishness and 


pollution - noble sentiments indeed. Comes _ 


(you guessed it) with a collage of them and 
all their mates, which is alright for a laugh. 
(SN) 

Rafal Pason, Hallera 10 / 19, 41-200 
Sosnowiec, Poland. rotten @ alpha.net.pl 


REAGAN SS/JOHN BROWN’S ARMY — 

Split 7” 

REAGAN SS kick off this 7” and deliver 7 
tracks of pissed off old school hardcore that 
reminded of a cross between the ferocity of 
the early Boston scene and some of 
‘punkiness’ of the early DC scene. 
Excellent. Listening to JBA takes me back 
to 1989 and RIPCORD’s Poetic Justice LP, 
this is really similar sounding, especially the 
vocals, and kicks ass in that early Boston 
style. If you want your music fast and 
furious this 7” is a necessity. (SH) 

Coalition Records, Newtonstraat 212 2562 

KW Den Haag, The Netherlands. 


RIISTETYT — “Tervetiloa Kudema” 7” 
Continuing the recent trait of old 
Scandinavian punk bands reforming this 
new release on Havoc sees the return of 
80s Finnish d-beat masters RIISTETYT. 
This is relentless full on driving Tampere 
hardcore at its best. These guys, together 
with bands like AVSKUM and CRUDE SS 
influenced a whole generation of hardcore 
and its great to see them back. (SH) 
Havoc Records, PO Box 8585, 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 USA. 


RIVER CITY HIGH — “Won’t Turn Down” 
cD 


rocks in a way that | haven’t heard since | 
was into The GooGooDolls, and this is 
better than they ever were. It’s catchy 
through all 12 tracks, and it feels like | could 
sing along to every single song on here — 
it’s a CD that I’ve played to death, and then 
some — it’s one of those few CDs that | 
know I'll hear in about 8 years time and get 
goosebumps and start crying or summat. 
It’s absolutely fuckin mint, but (here we go) 
whenever | flick through the flash digi-pack 
inlay the posing members just make me 
angry — all smiles and slick hair, striking the 
right pose for the camera in a photo-shoot 
environment — it really is horrible, and 
equally fucked up that something like this 
could come out of the punkrock scene, and 


So here’s the dilema — this CD rocks, it 


from a label that’s put out some incredible 
records in the past (the Engrave stuff on the 
split 10” with ToDieFor is one of my 
favourite hardcore recordings)....| 
dunno...Well, the CD has still been playing 
whilst I’ve been on this little diatribe, so 
maybe that says it all! They may well be on 
Universal this time next year, but from a 
purely musical stand-point I’m very much _ 
sold — think I’m gonna burn the inlay, but - 
keep the CD...hahaha, see the review of #5 
of New Scheme zine for something related! 
(SW) 

DEFIANCE RECORDS - Ritterstrasse 52, 
50668 Koln, Germany 


RUNNING RIOT RECORDS AND THE 
COLLECTIVE PRESENT SAMPLER #1 
CD £3.50ppd 

This is an enthusiastically put together 
sampler CD compilation highlighting 17 
relatively ‘new’ bands from the UK and one 
from Germany. There is one song from 
each band and whilst there are some 
competent bands on here, thereis little in 
the way anything that strikes you as being 
something different - some of the 
recordings on here | would not even 
remotely classify as.being punk in any way, 
shape or form, | mean EMPATHY’S track is 
pure ‘rock’! There are a lot of bands here 
doing the ska-punk thing too. Overall, this 
is a good idea to get lots of bands heard 
and highlighted cheaply and the quality of 
most of the recording s is decent, however, 
as previously mentioned, a lot of this is 
simply not, at least musically - punk! (SHY) 
JON WOOD, 15 Denver Road, Dartford, 
DA1 3 LA, UK. 
http:/www.runningriotrecords.co.uk 


SECOND THOUGHT - Really Fast Or Die 
» gig -E * 

Seriously good hardcorepunk — played 
FAST!! - but not so fast that everything is a 
blur. Tight, powerful production, SECOND 
THOUGHT blast out 11 ripping tracks and 
appear to have their heads screwed on 
lyrically. Their songs take on a political 
outlook re: such issues as ‘unity’, ‘meat 
eating’, ‘homelessness’, and a song about 
‘women’s rights’ that has a woman joining in 
on vocals too. Intelligent, thought provoking 
and really powerful. Worth your while in 
seeking out. (SHY) 

REALLY FAST, Box 6170, S-102 33 
Stockholm, Sweden. 


SEGUE 10” 

There’s something about 10 inches that | 
love and | loved this one a lot. Some cool 
feedback, samples and what sounds like 
balalaika make these stand out from the 
generic hardcore crowd. Beautiful 
packaging to boot. Very fine record indeed. 
(COC) 

Trujaca Fala, P.O. Box 13, Sopot 6, Poland 
Segue111@yahoo.com 


SELAH cd 

5 tracks of heavy indie rock. Initially | 
thought these sounded like early Boo 
Radleys at times of the “Itchabod and I” era, 
but then | changed my mind. There are 
some smart quirky discordant moments that 
totally shine in contrast to the quiet 
intricacies. The last 2 tracks are totally ace. 
The vocals came across as a little bit 
passionless, but not in a bad way. 
Gorgeous little booklet with a chimp 
speaking human sign language on it (as all 


potentially consuming animals should be 
taught to do of course...get ‘em when 
they’re young etc). Aww....(COC) 

The Secret Handshake, 54 Broadgate, 
Weston, Spalding, Lincs, PE12 6 HY 


SELKKAUS - ‘Luokkataistelu - Teoria & 
Kaytanto’ LP 

Finnish ‘vegan-terror - hardcore - class war- 
punk’, they’ve been going 5 years and this 
is a collection of their cd-r demos since then 
all on one handy disc! The sound is 
consistent throughout, throaty (not 
grindcore growly - with melody but still 
intense and angry) vocals over a variety of 
beats/styles, it works well - treading ground 
between old noisier bands like KAAOS and 
more melodic bands like, | dunno.. SIN 
DIOS? Militant anarchist lyrics throughout - 
they’re not messing. Like their style. (SN) 
Kamaset Levyt, Mechelininkatu 24 B 30, 
00100 Helsinki, Finland. jukkeli@ pp.inet.fi 


SHANDON - “not so happy to be sad” 
CD 

Where to start? Sickly pop punk ska, kinda 
like bad Bosstones. To say | hated it would 
be an understatement. Makes me itch just 
thinking about it. They'll probably be on 
MTV Europe, or maybe they already are. 
That’s something for you to look forward to. 
lf you're 8 years old you might like it. Nasty. 
(JK) 

Funtime, Johan Quinten,Vlasselaar 13, 
3221 Nieuwrode (Holsbeek), Belgium - 
johan @funtimerecords.com 
www.funtimerecords.com 


SHOTGUN s/t 7” 

This is a German release of a gnarly 
Japanese band from the city of Sappoko 
who play: 

a) fast thrashy hardcore with some intense 
drumming and guitar squeals making it one 
hell of a good record and highly enjoyable 
to listen to on dull days, especially since | 
think it’s got female vocals which sound 
quite painful at times, backed up with 
shouty choruses and even more guitar 
squeals 

b) Scrabble on tuesdays 

c) Drums, guitar, bass and _ vocals 
respectively 

d) Well enough for you to warrant you go 
buy this 

(LH) 

Muhlenstr. 24, 33607 Bielefield, Germany. 
rampagerecords @ gmx.net 


SIX REASONS TO KILL / ABSIDIA 
“Morphology Of Fear” split CD 
It's cool when a bit of effort is made with the 
inlay of a release, and in those stakes this 
CD had me damn impressed - skulls & 
fucked up papier mache faces. SRTK aren’t 
really my cup of brew - fairly straight-up 
metal with a deathy feel, and lots of cheesy 
bits that bounced along as you'd expect. 
The ending of In The Name Of God was 
pretty cruicial, though, with an ace 
motorcycle part. Would it sound stupid if | 
said me and my mate Ewan flew to 
Germany to a metal fest mainly cos this 
relatively small band were playing? 
Insanely good deathcore, with crunching 
breakdowns, harsh melodies and tortured 
vocals. When you buy this CD (note : not if, 
when!) just skip to track 8, sit back and 
enjoy - feel free to kick shit outta your room 
(or kitchen, in my case) when the continent- 
destroyer of a mosh-part kicks in, sway 


gently with your air-guitar for the slower 
parts, let the fingers fly for the ace widdly 
guitars and make sure you scream along 
and scare the neighbours for that incredible 
ending. Just get this! Oh, and huge thanks 
to Tina Schneider for making our German 
adventure fuckin ace, you rule! (SW) 

PER KORO - PO Box 102514, 28205 
Bremen, Germany 

BASTERDIZED RECORDINGS - PO Box 
200521, 56005 Koblenz, Germany. 
www.666hc.com 


SKINLESS 7 “ 

2 bastard heavy tracks from double bass 
drum pedal fucking heaven. There’s also an 
intro and a little medley of stuff from another 
recording “foreshadowing our demise” to 
boot. The first few bars of the intro totally 
reminded me of my old twin tub shortly 
followed by a riff not dissimilar to one of the 
Cath O Connor Sound's... which won't 
mean a lot to most people but is always a 
sign of excellence in my book. Bowel 
wrenching tortuous vocals topping off 
tremendous fucking guitar solos. | was 
creaming my pants big time. (COC) 

Hater of God, PO Box 666, Troy, New York 
12181-666 


SNOTTY - “Short & Quick & Love” LP 
Hailing from Japan, but released by a UK 
label these awsome musicians sound like: 
a) The Minutemen meets. FYP and The 
Registrators playing fast, frantic and fully 
melodic crazed outrageousness with an 
awsome raw production, boosting the high 
energy and intensity almost recreating the 
brilliance of thier live show and ability to 
fuck shit up on stage . 

b) American Nightmare 

c) Bon Jovi 

d) b and c having sex with each other 

(LH) 

Hermit Records, PO Box 309, Leeds, LS2 
7AH, UK. www.hermitrecords.co.uk 


STANDSTILL - “Memoirs Collector” CD 
This album is amazing in every way: really 
nice boxed packaging, clear production, 
totally ace dynamic post-hardcore music 
and a 15 minute video too! The thing that 
stands out about this band is the diversity of 
instruments used and the way that every 
song is so noticeably different from the last. 
Rock, jazz, instrumental and hardcore are 
just a few styles that | can think of that 
Standstill play. You can tell that they are 
totally passionate about the music too: the 
songs are perfectly formed and the vocals 
are powerful. What more could anyone 
want from an album??(CB) 


.B Core. PO Box 35221 08080 Barcelona 


Spain. Http:/Awww.bcoredisc.com 


STEEL RULES DIE - Demo CDr 

This is good shit, tight and catchy fast 
melodic hardcore — these guys really know 
how to write a catchy song, and there’s 
more than enough going on in this little 3- 
track demo to keep you interested, and also 
to draw your attention away from the fact 
that they’re still a relatively young band. 
The one down-point of the songs for me 
was the American accent that the singer 
seems to have — for the most part it wasn’t 
really that noticeable, but the odd sentence 
here and there just sounded dumb to me. 
Still, no-one really seems to care about that, 
so | can’t see it being that much of a 
negative in the rest of the worlds eyes. 


They’re playing up in Leeds soon with that 
band doing As Friends Rust’ covers (As 
Friends Rust, duh!) so it'll be cool to see 
what the other tunes are like....oh, and 
they've got a proper CD out soon 
apparently — get info on ‘em from 
InAtTheDeepEnd. (SW) 

IN AT THE DEEP END RECORDS 


STELLENBOSCH - “We used to build 
towers in the basement” CDEP 

The packaging that came with this CD 
made it one of the first records that | 
reviewed for this issue. It’s all packed up in 
recycled envelopes and paper, and 
although really its only a 4-track demo 
CDR, it’s immediately impressive. | think the 
lyrics are in Dutch so | can’t really comment 
on them, but the artwork used is excellent 
with a very subversive feel to it, | get the 
feeling this lot are refusing to accept the 
status quo, if you know what | mean! 
Musically, it’s screamo-metal-hardcore, and 
done pretty well. | think, baring in mind this 
is demo quality, that Stellenbosch could be 
a band to look out for, and fans of the likes 
of JR Ewing and Reversal of Man should 
take note. (JW) 

3S13, Oudenoord 112, Netherlands. 


TEAR IT UP —- “The December 2000 
Session” cd 

Great collection of earlier TEAR IT UP stuff 
featuring the Zero to Suicidal 7”, the Split 
LP with ETA, and the Split 7” with FAST 
TIMES, totalling 17 tracks in all. I’m sure a 
lot of people will be familiar with TEAR IT 
UP but if not they play fast, in your face 
thrash along the lines of WHN, LIFE’s 
HALT, etc. This stuff is essential — leaders of 
the new school of old school? (SH) 
Coalition Records, Newtonstraat 212 2562 
KW Den Haag, The Netherlands. 


THE ASSAILANTS/ SWELLBELLIES 
—split 7” 

The Swellbellies weigh in with 2 of their 
usual early Exploited influenced fast 
pounding punk tunes — pretty fucking 
decent. Unfortunately the Assailants spoil 
things. One of their songs, Beanerschnitzel, 
has really dodgy homophobic lyrics - 
“you're gay, don’t like beaver, not every little 
boy wants to be a receiver” or “you sick 
homo fuck where the hell did you come 
from”. Assailants more like Assholeants. 
(JK) 

Intimidation Records 
www.intimidationrecords.co.uk 


THE BARNHOUSE EFFECT 7” 

The first thing that you have to notice about 
this 7” is the sleeve that the record itself 
comes in. Cardboard the size of an 8” 
record with a black and white screen- 
printed cover both inside and out, of which 
the back sleeve reads “Life’s stale repetition 
kills imprisoned minds”. This quote indeed 
relates to what the BARNHOUSE EFFECT 
is all about. By reading the enclosed 
booklet, a story is told of Professor Arthur 
Barnhouse who came up with a 
phenomena labelled as “dynamopsychism”, 
or ‘force of the mind’. The booklet itself is 
an interesting read and definitely relates to 
the rest of the record. Musically, as a band, 
this comes across as_ impassioned 
hardcorepunk with a severe amount of 
conviction behind it. Screamed vocals with 
great tunes. This is something different and 
it rocks!! (SHY) 

T.B.E., Schonauwensingel 8, 3523 JG, Utrecht, 
The Netherlands. edo-sch @ hotmail.com 


EL LARM UM NICHTS “* the strikes *** VIEL LARD 


*=< VIEL LARM UM NICHTS ** 


THE COPPERPOT JOURNALS - 
“Plotting to Kill Your Friends” CDEP 

7 new tracks from this dynamic, melodic 
hardcore band. This is so much better than 
their last record. The songs are so well 
constructed with lots of different riffs and 
melodies in each song. It never gets boring. 
It is obvious that these guys are excellent 
musicians. The only thing that lets it down 
for me is the vocals: it isn’t so bad in the 
melodic parts but | don’t think that his voice 
is strong enough to carry the more screamy 
parts. The Copperpots are touring this 
winter so | suggest you go check them out 
for yourselves! (CB) 

Firefly Recordings PO Box 30179 London 
E17 5FE Http://www.fireflyrecordings.com 


THE FREEZE, ASSERT, SWELLBELLYS 
— “Tearin’ It Up” 7” 

| don’t know is this is a proper release or 
just a sampler, the artwork and packaging 
seem to suggest the latter. Well what you 
get is 6 tracks from 3 UK punk/hardcore 
bands that all sound fairly similar — in that 
‘thrashy’ vein. There’s not a lot here to keep 
my interest, sorry. (SH) 

Hideous Eye/3 Days Dead — No Address. 


THE HOPE CONSPIRACY - “File 03” MCD 
Another one of those bands that I’ve heard 
a lot of hype about, but this is my first 
exposure to the music. For those who 
haven’t heard THC before, they do that 
kinda “modern US hardcore” sound, you 
know - a bit of metal, bit of melody, maybe 
a dash of discordance. It’s all fairly standard 
stuff on here, though there are a few 
exception, for example the pit-levelling 


break-down in the third song and the Naked 


Raygun cover. The first track was probably 
my favourite of their songs, but overall this 
just lacks the kick | was expecting - I'm 
gonna go listen to my Aversion album now... 
(SW) 

JOIN THE TEAM PLAYER RECORDS - 
Altoettingestr. 6A, 81673 Muenchen, 
Germany 


THE KILLERS 
Destruction” 10” 
It seems like all the records on Hater Of 
God look good, great illustration on the 
cover (must have taken ages to draw), nice 
red vinyl and a booklet too. THE KILLERS 
feature ex member(s) of CHARLES 
BRONSON and there are elements of that 
in their sound, although THE KILLERS are 
way more dark and brooding and have 
more of a real powerviolence feel about 
them with little jazz breaks too. The best 
thing about this is the lyrics which | can only 
describe as an accurate critique on human 
life as we know it. “We're all reading the 
same book but don’t understand what's 
going on, when did David Lynch take over? 
‘cause this shit is hard to follow and | can’t 
find the rewind button on my life.” (AZ) 
Hater Of God, P.O. Box 666, Troy, New 
York 12181 - 666 U.S.A. 


“Manual For Self 


THE PUPILS - s/t Cd 

| absolutely love this latest Dischord release 
featuring Daniel Higgs and Asa from 
Lungfish because: 

a) I’m tweaked in the head and the minimal, 
profound, moving yet beautiful, soothing 
and sincere music played on this reaches 
the inner most chasms of my soul and 
speaks directly to my twisted persona 

b) It takes all the ‘wierd’ bits of Lungfish and 


serves them up in an even more raw, gutsy 
and eruite way | ever felt possible, yet still 
retaining the rythmic, obscure country feel 
to it 

c) | know a lot of people who are going to 
hate and dismiss this straight up making it 
all that more special to me 

d) Its something me and both my brothers 
can appreciate together despite our 
differences 

e) All of the above 

(LH) 

Dischord, 3819 Beecher street, NW 
Washington, DC, 20007, USA 


THE SOLUTION - “I’m pissed off” CD 
Totally not what | expected. | was 
anticipating Japanese Oi, but what | got 
was totally cool melodic power pop with a 
Sstreetpunk edge. | guess you’d lump them 
in with The Clash or The Tone or The Jam, 
but these guys have their own style which 
borders on Mod. However you describe this 
it drips with class & style, so if you love the 
early British punk bands you'll probably dig 
this. My favourite CD at the moment. (JK) 
MCR Company, c/o Agipunk 


THE STEREO - “Rewind + Record” CD 
This band is essentially just Jamie from 
Animal Chin, with assorted other people 
helping with the recording/touring. Kinda 
like Juliana Hatfield | guess. Some of this 
record is solo and acoustic but it is mostly 
recorded with a full band. The style is very 
uptempo and ideal for dancing around your 
bedroom to! The songs are simple but 
ridiculously catchy in a_ similar way to 
Weezer or the Get Up Kids. It is impossible 
to not like this album! (CB) 

Defiance Records. Ritterstrasse 52 50668 
Koln Germany 
Http://www.defiancerecords.de 


THE STRIKES - “Viel Larm Um Nichts” 
Cd 

This is classic Deutch-punk with fully 
German lyrics and the odd Iron Maiden riff, 
so | have to say: 

a) Its a good ‘once in a while’ listen, only 
cos | can’t understand the lyrics 

b) “Bist du eigenlich schon fertig, mit 
deniner welt, suchst du nur noch eien 
grund, der dein handein erklart” 

c) More tea vicar? 

d) The rest of the RTB collective are lazy, 
good for nothing, wage slave fools who 
make me do all the work, especially Zandor 
who takes all the best records for review 
himself cos he thinks he deserves them 
(LH) 

Bad Dog Records, PO Box 61 06 41, 10937 
Berlin, Germany 


TRAGEDY- “Vengeance” CD 

Yes, this is a new full length by this great 
Portland band. It came out last July for their 
_ Japanese Tour and will be out in the rest of 
the world later this year. | really didn’t know 
what to expect after their amazing first LP 
and their even better 7”, yet this record 
overcome them. Twelve songs of frustration 
and depressing dark and heavy punk, two 
of them instrumental. Heavy as hell with a 
huge guitar wall behind, a drumming that 
beat the skins as his life was on it and their 
classic deep dual vocals makes this the 
best LP of the year so far. Songs with too 
many hooks to list here topped with their 
trademark lyrics about a existence that 
keeps searching its meaning in this 


inhuman system , not fitting in and with 
more war references than the usual, at the 
end of the day we are in war, aren't we ? 
Let's say that this is their punker record so 
far, as far as guitar sound goes, blending 
perfectly melody, heavy down tuned riffs 
and mid tempos but don’t expect Exploited 
riffs here but more like if the MOB had an 
electric overdose. That is, already a classic 
in my books.(P) . 

No label but try Mangrove 

(mangrove @recordshopbase.com ) 


U.C.A - ‘Self Infection’ CD 

At under 10 minutes on a CD it’s not exactly 
value for money,but while it’s on UCA 
(Unlawful Chaotic Anarchism) are on fire! - 
self described ‘Hard Core Japan’ kicking off 
with DEATHSIDE style riffing and rage but 
with more back up vocal action, lyrics all in 
Japanese which | respect but can’t dissect. 
Short but sweet. (SN) 

MCR Company, 157 Kamiagu Maizuru 
Kyoto 624-0913 Japan 


UROTSUKIDOJI/WINTER IN JUNE - Split 
CD 

A split from two Kent bands that | haven’t 
really heard much about until now, so | was 
glad to get this - stupid-name-band playing 
some pretty good scremotallic hardcore, 
emo-name-band playing good youthcrew- 
ish stuff. After having. seen the name about 
for a while, Urotsukidoji came as a pleasant 
surprise, coming out fighting from the metal 
side of this split with a decidedly Florida 
sound. Their songs all had a really cool 


balance of harsh metallicness and gentle- 


melodies, and it was impressive to hear the 
vocalist not be lulled over to the dark side 
and attempt to sing, instead keeping the 
raspy screamed stuff going throughout. 
There were a few things that grated - the 
first song feeling too short & the really sing- 
along part at the end of the last song - but 
petty grievances aside these guys 
impressed, now where’s the full-lengther... 
Winter In June are a much more Straight- 
ahead affair - fairly obvious and generic 
hardcore, but competent nonetheless. Their 
saving grace is having strong vocals, and 
the injected melodies give it a bit of variety, 
but I'd have liked it all a lot faster. I'll 
definitely look out for them in future, but 
these tracks of theirs didn’t really float my 
boat. Two good Kent bands, from one lovely 
Kent label - looks like the South’s on the 
rise again! (SW) 

IGNITION RECORDS 


V/A — “Destroy All Borders” 7” 

Great multi-nation compilation 7” featuring 
FACE UP TO IT (France) MASS 
SEPARATION (Malaysia) CRUDE BE 
(Germany) FUERZA xX (Guatemala) 
ESTRILRACO (Brazil) and MELEE (USA) 
put together around the theme of bringing 
down the borders that separate us 
geographically, by gender, race, or 
sexuality. Musically FACE UP TO IT really 
impressed me and reminded me of 
RIPCORD in places although slightly more 
thrashier. MASS SEPARATION sounded a 


bit like the stuff Earache originally put out.’ 


CRUDE BE’s two tracks were a lot less 
‘grind’ orientated than stuff I’d heard before. 
FUERZA X are full on, blistering Latino 
thrash and a band | look forward to hearing 
more from. ESTILRACO feature some gut 
wrenching vocals made me think of bands 
like EXISTENCH and DREAD 101. MELEE 
from Boston, US have now, unfortunately, 


split up but leave us with this raging track 
that was a lot faster and a little more ‘old 
school’ sounding than their other stuff. (SH) 
Where’s Your Anger, PO Box 471, Allston, 
MA 02134 USA. 


V/A — “Does Everyone Stare? CD 

23 track compilation featuring a strong line- 
up of melodic hardcore bands such as: 
MANIFESTO JUKEBOX, BLOCKO, 
WOOLWORTHY, SERPICO, RHYTHM 
COLLISION and many more. I’m sure you 
know what to expect. (SH) 

Boss Tuneage, PO Box 74, Sandy, Beds 
SG19 2WB, UK. 


V/A KANGAROO RECORDS - “Loved by 
few... Hated By Most” compliation 7” 
This compilation is better than good 
because: 

a) Its a full on thrash attack with tracks from 
Milkman, Bury The Living, Crispus Attucks, 
Dandare, Brezhnev, The Blurters, AVO, 
Something In The Water, Anger In Motion 
and Jesus And The Gospelfuckers 

b) Its got rad comic artwork of kangaroos 
and people fighting each other as well as a 
cool poster 

c) All the bands featured have something 
inteligent to say in their lyrics 

d) All of the above 

(LH) 

Kangaroo Records, c/o Henk Smit, 
Middenweg 13, 1098 AA Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands. Tyson @xs4all.nl 


V/A NEVERENDING.../ THE (JUKEBOX) 
SCENARIO Benefit split 7” 

This 7 “is a benefit for Rote Hilfe, a left wing 
Solidarity organisation that is not party 
dependent. They basically support people 
in Germany that are persecuted for political 
activities be they anti-sexist, antifascist, 
anti-war, pro working class struggle etc. 
Amongst other things they provide funds for 
lawyers, support for people who lose their 
jobs or receive fines and implement 
structures that can be used after a raid or 
repression in order to organise resistance. 
The idea is to take the inconvenience of 
criminal proceedings out of the equation of 
being a political activist. There is an 
excellent booklet that comes with the record 
with information in German, English and 
Spanish. The (jukebox) scenario- Total 
aceness. Made me think of Fugazi crossed 
with Unwound with a bit of Hoover thrown in 
to boot. Inspiring stuff. | liked these a lot. 
www.snc-empire.de/jukebox.html 


_ Neverending- The loud snare is a bit off 


putting, but otherwise this is pretty good. 
After trying to listen to this more | have 
come to the conclusion that the snare is 
unbearable. I’m sure this won't bother most 
people though. Altogether this is an 
excellent record for an excellent cause. 
Consume guiltfree. (COC) 

Black star foundation, suite 757, 211 65 
Malma , Sweden. 

Blackstarfoundation @yahoo.se 


Compare your answers to 
°| xleox’s reviews with your own 
| to see if you are as bitter and 


twisted as he is... 


Si} And None of Them Knew They 
< | Were Robots - ‘d’ 


Blockheads & Nostromo - ‘a’ 
sz | Children Of Fall - ‘a’ 
_ | Colt - ‘d’ 


™ | Floorboard George - ‘d’ 


Girls Against Boys - ‘d’ 
Hot Hot Heat - ‘a’ 
Joshua - ‘a’ 

Lj | Organic - ‘a’ 

=<} Our War - ‘a+b’ - 

| Shotgun - ‘a’ 

=| Snotty - ‘a’ 

The Pupils - ‘d’ . 


TI | The Strikes - ‘a, b, c or d’ 


V/A Kangaroo Records comp - ‘d’ 


<< | Zegota - ‘d’ 


«| Got similar answers? Excellent! The 
|| two of you would make great friends 
Totally disagree? - Boo-fucking-hoo! 


V/A NO KNIFE/ NINE DAYS WONDER 
Split cd ; 

2 solid tracks by No knife with some top riffs 
a la Burning Airlines. The 3 by Nine Days 
Wonder were more in the vein of Engine 
Down meets Faraquet. The smart 
percussion really sold this to me. Wasn't 
sure if there was a real glockenspiel or 
keyboards but either way it sounds ace. 
Overall, well produced, well played and well 
structured. Pretty damn fine. 

(COC) 

Dim Mak records, Santa Barbara, CA 
93107, USA 


V/A — “total future” CDR 

First off you’re getting a CDR with 
photocopied artwork — so | guess that 
means it’s DIY as fuck. 2 or 3 songs from 12 
different bands playing different styles of 
punk/ hardcore. The bands are 
SELKKAUS, MIXAMATOSIS, 
TOTUUS,THEMA ELEVEN,BLINDSPOT 
A.D.,HELTER SKELTER, CORNFLAKES 
FREAKS, YACOPSAE, BORN SICK, SEE 
YOU IN HELL, APPARAT CHICKS & 
PIONEER OF TSCHERNOBVL. All of this is 
pretty decent —- my favs being SelkKaus 
(hard street rock), Blindspot A.D. (blistering 
fucked up grind), Yacopsae (faster than 
fast) & Apparat Chicks (melodic heavy 
Husker Du stuff). Decent (JK) 

4EUROS to Prole , c/o Janhonen, 
Kaskenkatu 6 b 19, 20700 Turku, Finland 
prolerecords @ surfeu.fi 


VICTIMS OF SOCIETY - “Glasgow Kiss” 
cD 

Wow, are these guys still kicking about? | 
remember being suitably unimpressed with 
them at an alldayer in London in ’98 or '99, 
and this CD isn’t really taking huge steps 
towards converting me over, but it’s 
competent enough at what it’s doing, some 
fast youthcrew action. There weren't really 
any parts that made me want to jump 
around the room or sing along, which is 
pretty much an essential for this sorta stuff 
for me, and of all the lovely looking live pics 


of the band there wasn’t one crucial crowd 
shot — | wanna see some sing-alongs! 
Maybe the one saving grace of the CD was 
the “secret” last track, Playboy Subscriber. 
With a sleazy jazz club esque intro and 
some quality cheese in the lyrics 
department (“You are the lawyer and my 
heart is the case”!) it soon launches into the 
speed-along tune, fuelled in no small part 
by the one sing-along part of the CD — 
“Come all over your fucking face”! Damn, 
this review is gonna come across as far 
more negative than I’d want — they’re good 
at what they’re doing, it's just not my cup-of- 
tea. Gonna go listen to Fig 4.0 to get my 
“Bounce around the room” fix! (SW) 
FUNTIME RECORDS -— Johan Quinten, 
Viasselaar 13, 3221 Nieuwrode 
(Holsbeek), Belgium 


ZEGOTA - “Nameste” d 

| think this is an awesome cd because of 
one or more of the following: 

a) It has original, fresh musical ideas yet 
manages to remain powerful, heavy, and 
moving across a whole spectrum of 
feelings, atmosphere and song structure 

b) It has beautiful hand screened, folded 
and compiled artwork and packaging, 
intelligent, thought proking _ lyrics, 
explainations and images, as well as a nifty 
little patch 

c) It sometimes reminds me of Catharsis or 
Iconoclast in its ability to ‘embrace and 
harness anger’ approach to the music 

d) all of the above and more 

(LH) 

Demon box, Box 1043, SE 172 21, 


‘Sundbyberg, Sweden. 


www.demonbox.com 


Thats right folks... Reason To Believe zine now has a 
place in infinite cyberspace amoungst all the other ten 
billion websites out there. You can check it out on: 
www.rtbzine.org 


Since none of us are web wizards, the sites pretty 
basic for now, but its fast. developing and doing the job 
we intend it to. 


We intend to have back issues and articles from 
Reason To Believe available to read online and 


downloadable as PDF files. Its not going to replace the 
printed version of the zine, merely complement it. 
There will be plenty of links, both musical and political, 
to keep all you web nerds out there happy and 
content. 


We invite you and your ideas, contributions, thoughts, 
links, technical know-how and mindless bitching to 
take part in our adventures in cyber space. Send it all 
to our new email address: 


info @rtbzine.org 


new! poet ; a \ 


ah 
LATTERMAN &™ - 


wae ' ' - 
Ositive punk rockers. gruff and melodic with tons of sou 


= I FARM cd 


includes "sincerely robots" LP and the tracks off the OP:CC split 7", 


ON THE MIGHT OP PRINCES lp/ed 


total scr-emo freakout. dynamic and fucking crushing. 


v/@ COMMERCIAL COMPILATION ca 


Inexpensive sampler w/ released shit from a bunch of tyr releases. 


SOMETIMES WALKING, SOMETIMES RUNNING edep 


diy blitzkrieg of blazing spite and bile. total ren-archy, 


THE INSURGENT & SWSR split 7" 


a er 3 s 
SWRS screaming grind and wierd guitars. INS=barebones punk like crimpshrine. 


and shit from CON PRE ’ 
split 7" with J-CHURCH, "boys club anthems" LP/CD, ani: CD with SPLURGE. eel Hee pr 
| traffic Violation x ; 


v7 xxx DIY MOSH CREW xxx Os 


ALL OF THIS SHIT IS NOW AVAILABLE IN EUROPE THROUGH THE KIND FOLKS AT SCENE POLICE, 
scene police | humboldstrasse 15 | 534175 bonn | germany | www.scenepolice.de | www.trafficviolation.com 


NOSTROMO / BLOCKHEADS Splat yee 
Both could be on Relapse. Heavy, grinding, 
pissed off. They will cover each’ other + give 
some brand new songs. 


STEELCITY YOUTHCREW 


PRICES (POST PAD) 
UK EUROPE WORLD 


out 2 years ago) = 
but their new S&S 
shit will blow L 
you away. Think BL 
progressive / 
agressive music 
beyond description. 
I mean it. 


~Zy modern punk 
we rock out of 

Switzerland & 
Denmark. 


http://perso. 
wanadoo. fr/ 
burn-out 


7"=4€ PPd 
10"=8€ PPd ; 


McD £4.58) $/<8| $9 


SEND CASH 
OR CHEQUE (UK ONLY 
PAYABLE TO ‘A GUNN ) 

ZANDOR RECORDS 

C/@ -1,5-1,9 CARDIGAN ROAD 

LEEDS LS6 LJ, UK 


SHOE W/V 


<ORDS 


SUBMERGE / SUPERSTATIC REVOLUTION SHiit 7* 3 
Submerge presents 2 new songs, fast and agressive 
recorded again by Didier "OQuais Ouais" ret 


Zandorxxk@hotmail.com 
@ BMT studio. Superstatic Revolution is made of 


the death metal band Morgue members and provides]. ZANDOR HAS A DISTRO SO YOU 


the same kind of music that battles through noise] CAN SPEND ALL YO’ MAD LOOT SUCKASI 
and metal, with an emo slint here and there... 
GET N TOUCH FOR 


TRADES, SKATE SESSIONS “@enupat 
AND BALDNESs! 


Still : COSTAS CAKE HOUSE MCD. 


SUBMERGE "In gold we crush" 7". 


snail : 39 rue du Mt d'Arene 51100 Reims - France 
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90’s Choice #9/Embrace #6 split zine, AS 

Split zines are cool cos its basically 2 for the price of one. Here we have 90's 
choice, done by a nice sounding Malaysian girl living it large in France. She 
sent us a really nice letter with this, saying how inspired she was with living 
in Europe where she can live more ‘freely’ than back home in Malaysia. Its, 
cool to learn that someone isn’t taking things for granted... Anyway, it says ‘A 
. perfect escapist cocktail for summertime romantics’ on the front which had 
me worried for a second. But luckily inside there is a’ whole plethora of 
inteligent writing about emotions, without getting all ‘emo’ and wimpy, but 
taking a much more practical and dare | say, ‘mature’ slant to things. | can 
appreciate that: There is an interview with Ganyang zine from Malaysia, 
which despite the pidgeon english, is quite digestable and covers a wide 
range of topics from family life to the ‘Reformasi’ policy in Malaysia, which is 
pretty dangerous to comment about over there. Theres also samples from 
letters by her friend Timothy Brown about love, which left me confused, but 
hey! what does that tell you? There is an interview with ‘You and Me’ zine 
which is all about sex, so of course the interviewer wants to find out more. 
The highlight of this zine for me though is the interview with Sebastien who 
does ‘we're gonna fight’ zine, a real unsung hero in the hardcore scene, with 
some clear ideas and points to be made about all sorts of stuff. Check out 
the review of his zine later. Turn the zine upside down and back to front and 
you're got Embrace #6, another Malaysian zine, with cool artwork and lots of 
personal columns about HC related stuff. 
In fact this is pretty much one great big 
column that reads well enough to give it 
plenty of character and aimiablity. Some of 
it got a bit too much for me, but there was 
definate sincerity, and that counts for alot. 
He also has a right mix of reviews, all really 
short and to the point (maybe | could take 
a lesson from him?) and all seemingly 
clued up. Pretty impressive. Overall this } 
zine combo meal is a tasty treat and quite [| 
filling. Yum! (LH) 

90's choice - W.G.F (fida), 8 Cours 
Gametta, 69007 Lyon, France. 
xxxjamucorexxx @ hotmail.com 

Embrace - Saha, 4a Irg 6, kg baru, 8600 
Kluang, Johor, Malaysia. 

sahaembrace @ hotmail.com 
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ADMISSIBLE DECAY #15 

Alas, the last issue on paper, a useful 4 page newsletter of opinion reviews 
and contacts for diy stuff from everywhere and a little look into life ina fucked 
up Hungarian countryside, after 15 issues it’s editor J-P’s turn to disappear 
- he will continue with a webzine at www.firebox.fi but says this will be very 
different (more into gothic stuff..) (SN) 

Admissible Decay: J-P Muikku, Csongrad, Fo u. 20-24, 1/1, H-6640 
HUNGARY.  jpmuikku @cc.joensuu.fi 


ANTIEVERYTHING #2 A5 1.80 Euros 

A very impressive looking zine from Berlin, Germany. Extensive use of 
computer graphics to form the visual part of this zine and | have to say that 
it is very well done. Written in German, only parts of this zine | was able to 
read and understand unfortunately but within its pages are interviews with 
the JUGGLING JUGULARS from Finland and the STYLE POLICE (which is 
very short!) and one with a KLAUS BEYER, (who appears to be a middle- 
aged keyboardist!) and with NADIA C. of the CRIMETHINC COLLECTIVE of 
which, the only line that was in English read “Face it, your politics are boring 
as fuck” which | did find quite amusing | have to admit. You can’t say that 
these folk do not have attitude!! There is a lot going on in this zine for those 
of you who can read German and | would recommend you checking it out. 
Comes with a glossy colour front and back cover together with a colour 
centre page pullout AND a free ANTIEVERYTHNG patch!! (SHY) 
ANTIEVERYTHING, Postfach 350439, 10213, Berlin, Germany. _ 


ARTCORE #17 A4 

More of the same mix of old and new, 
hardcore and punk, with a bit of punk 
art too. This issue features interviews 
with some of the best fast hardcore 
bands around, who all happen to be 
from the same area, namely TEAR IT 
UP, OUT COLD and LAST IN LINE. 
There’s a feature on the art of MAD 
MARC RUDE who’s zombies and 
skeletons have graced the sleeves of 
many records by bands like MISFITS, 
OFFSPRING and BATTALION OF 
SAINTS. There’s interviews and 
articles covering loads of bands 
including ACCUSED, M.I.A., DEVO, 
TOXIC REASONS and RADIO 
BIRDMAN. STEVEN BLUSH, the 
author of “AMERICAN HARDCORE’ is 
also interviewed, and reveals some 


RANTIN? ‘N’ RAVIN’ ‘N’ REVIEWIN? 


gems like finding Springa of SSD now wearing glam clothes and eye 
makeup! Once again full of info on the history of punk and hardcore, which 
makes this one of the most essential zines around. (AZ) : 

Artcore Fanzine c/o 1 Aberdulais Road, Gabalfa, Cardiff, CF14 2PH, 
WALES, U.K. 


BAMBULE #2 A4 66 Pages 2.3 Euros 

| have to confess first off that my French isn’t too great these days so | am 
having to keep this review briefer than | would like! Everything in this zine is 
incredibly, detailed and well-researched. The interviews with Tragedy, 
Amanda Woodward and the zine Rad Party are in-depth, well-structured and 
interesting. The focus of this zine seems to be less on music, however, and 
more.on history and politics. There are articles here on Otto Dix, twentieth 
century artist, vegetarianism (including tips on how to eat well but cheaply 
and some recipes), life in Indonesia and Jeu Egal, a gay and lesbian 
association. As | said before, my 

French isn’t fantastic but | understood enough of this to say that this is one 
of the best zines | have seen in a long time. (CB) 

Nicolas Retiere 5 Rue Buffon 3800 Grenoble 

les_nains_aussi @libertysurf.fr 


BARBIES DEAD #7 July 2002 A4 50p and SSAE 

| really enjoyed reading this zine. Very cut and paste. Very punk rock circa 
the early 1980s in its style | think, bits handwritten, bits typed, some of the 
printing was a little hard to read here and there but throughout all of this runs 
the editor’s Alex’s attitude and personality, the way he tells his stories (the 
one where he recounts the tale of seeing his son doing his first stage-dive is 
great!) and his sheer enthusiasm is infectious. Interviews SAD SOCIETY 
(Scot), EASTFIELD (Eng) and DEPARTURE RECORDS which are all short 
and sweet and there is a constant theme of a love affair with the UK SUBS. 
Lots of reviews, ads, and a strong ‘anti-authoritarian’ attitude too. Great! 
(SHY) 

Alex, Woodhouse, The Square, Gunnislake, Cornwall, PL18 9BW, UK. 


BLAH, BLAH BLOOD #1 A5 May 2002 

WOW! A zine from Russia! This is all written in English and is really 
enthusiastically and neatly done. Kicks off with a summary of a tour diary by 
Swedish emo/HC band CHILDREN OF FALL followed by a good interviews 
with crust kings HATE TO STATE (Belarus) and MEET LUK HAAS of TIAN 
AN MEN RECORDS who regularly has done Russian scene reports for MRR 
over many years and one with a guy named SVINJA who formed Russia’s 
first punk band in 1978. There are also a handful of reviews and a scene 
report from the editor’s hometown of St Petersburg and the Leningradskaja 
OBL region of Russia. Send a couple of dollars off to Dimitris and broaden 
your concept of this world we share!! (SHY) ‘ 

WPNB (Sharapov), Dimitris luanor, PO Box 30, St Petersburg 9, 195009 
Russia., Sxsxs.cjb.net 


CODEYE #10 A5 32pp 

A real cut & paste job this one, but it gains rather than looses impact. The 
pages are generally well put together & not over crammed or sparse, just 
right. If you've not seen Codeye before & you love old punk & Oi you should 
check it out. Rob is a top bloke & his humour comes over well in the pages. 
He asks some funny questions in his interviews too, probably the best being 
“We love Beavis & Butthead in England, How popular are they in your town?” 
interviews with Snap Her, Red Letter Day & Peter And The Test Tube Babies, 
a rant about how football should be on a Saturday afternoon (try supporting 
a non- Premier club - all the weekend games are on a Saturday!), lots of 
anecdotes and stories about gigs he’s been to, a decent article on the 
new(ish) Upstarts CD. All in all a decent read. Not sure how you'd get hold of 
a copy as | dunno the price & no email address is given. (JK) 

Rob Codeye, 23 Falkland Street, Middlesbrough, Cleveland, TS1 4JH, UK 


CONNECTION #1 

Very neat and tidy Belgian straight Edge zine... “Uh oh!” | hear you say. But 
wait! This is not the usual tripe that comes from the land of waffles and Jean 
Claude Van Dame. NO siree! This zine rocks! Its a total surprise and 
refreshingly inteligent effort by a chap named Johan. On the front it reads 
“This is a new begining with a new spirit. | am sick of not trying, trivialising all 
this potential. In all our own craziness we forget to wreak the life that leaves 
us unfulfilled... Challenge.me, mock me, rationalise me, do whatever. rll 
decide for myself what is real and what is not. We can do anything.” Awsome! 
Inside you'll find strong words on overcoming the norm, self-exploration and 
change. For starters theres a piece on how juggling defies gravity and 
therefore revolutionary (wow!) not to mention it being a form of DIY 
satisfaction. Now | see why all the hippies are into it. There is even trick tips! 
Some of this’ zine is written in Flemmish and some of it in English, but 
fortunately for me, the ‘towards the new straight edge’ piece was the latter. 
Here Johan questions the motives of the modern sXe kid and urges them to 
go beyond the music and fashion and utilise positive potential for greater 
means, something | couldn’t agree with more. Its well thoughtout and 
researched. This zine has alot of work on psychology, spectacle, and self 
evaluation, things often overlooked by the scene, and all the questioning and 
analyseing makes it well worth its weight in gold. The Zegota interview also 
adds value as do the music, zine and book reviews. For a first issue this is 
most impressive and | look forward to reviewing the next one! (LH) 
Caputsteenstraat 3, 2800 Mechelen, Belgium. 

wiseupconspiracy @ hotmail.com 
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CRASH KILL DESTROY #1, A5 
Gnarly looking Polish zine/newsletter all in Polish but definately with the right 
attitude. It has interviews with Assel, He Who Corrupts, and Infest, plus 


plenty of thrash, fast and heavy hardcore reviews. Short and sweet. (LH) 
Adam, Zapolskiej 23, 41-400, Myslowice, Poland. rdevil @poczta.onet.pl 


DECK THE REDNECK #2 

A ‘Punky Aardcore’ zine from the south of England, Rob’s zine is his 
contribution to the punk / anarchist scene and it’s done for love rather 

than money , cut and paste style with rants and rambling points of 
view/observations, there’s stuff on Mark Barnsley, PROPAGHANDHI, 
BREZHNEV and GOOD CLEAN FUN, Hunt Sabbing, book zine music 
reviews and cartoons - the standout has to be the lists that crop up 
everywhere - stuff like ‘Top 3 unused swear words’, ‘5 things shouted at me 
when I’ve been wearing my Elvis shades’, ‘6 nice smells’ etc.. a serious zine 
in some ways but as funny as fuck in others, | like lot. (SN) A well worthy 
(sabs benefit) 50p and stamps from: Deck the Redneck c/o Reading 
Huntsabs, Rising Sun (Folder 17) 30 Silver St, Reading RG1 2ST, UK. 
tosspotrob @ hotmail.com 


DEFINITE CHOICE #2 - A4, 60 Pages, 3 euros 

OK, so | liked the zine, it has some cool layouts, the cut n paste thang suits 
it well, and the guy who does this seems to have his heart in the right place 
(with this being a Belgian zine, yes, | went into it with my preconceptions!), 
but some of the band interviews - jeez, and these are the bands that “the 
kids” love? The bands Carry On, American Nightmare and The Deal all 
seemingly proud of their ignorance to what’s going on in the world around 
them. Elsewhere, there were interviews with In The Clear, Reinforce, Mike 
Ski, Turning Point, pictures pages, skateboarding stuff, the usual reviews and 
some smaller articles. An entertaining read that kept me interested 
throughout, whether it was to see what crap aforementioned apoliticals were 
going to come out with next or reading through the three Turning Point 
interviews (two old, one new - a funny read!). If the guys could just start 
listening to better music! (SW) 

Definite Filip : Het Einde 22, 2370 Arendonk, Belgium 


EARTH FIRST! Action 
Update Newsletter #84, 
Auguest 2002, 50p where 
sold 

Once again | am fired up by 
the exciting and ever crucial 
(this is what ‘crucial’ is... 
not how you mosh or what 
hair cut your favorite band 
have, fucko!) goings on and 
constant battle for the 
planet. For those of you 
without a clue, Earth First! 
is- a non _ hierarchical 
movement of direct action 
to stop the destruction of 
the Earth 
inhabitants. 
cohesive > 


sou of yA Ors of : A elndy 
Fa “oatuat mh 5 ran woremales a: 
j ; Comparten ed \s ~ . Fete oeas bedlen so pepmnnx Carson 
and its } . tuiltrenece fel 1065 200 99. Se 


It is not a 
group or 
campaign, rather a 
convenient banner — for 
those interested in these 
ideas, which could be you. 
And if its not you, then why 
not? eh? Anyway, this 
issues main feature is a 
piece on Supporting Ecological Resistance in the Phillipines (kinda like our 
Resistance in the South Pacific article in this issue... makes you wonder eh?) 
and explains some of the groups involvment and what needs to be done, as 
well as further contacts and info. Overall, quite inspiring. There is alos a write 
up on a Critical Mass Bike tour featuring cyclists from Ecotopia, all headed 
out to pay a visit to the multinational corporations involved in proposed oil 
and gas pipelines to be built over the Azerbaijan, Georgian and Turkish 
wilderness so more of us in the ‘west’ can drive our fossil fuel belching cars 
to crappy hardcore shows. Theres stuff on the british governments propsal to 
sell neclear energy’as a climate friendly alternative, despite not providing any 
info on the dangers it has, and more tales of the great work Rising Tide have 
been doing to disrupt the bullshit international scheme of carbon trading. 
Seriously, carbon trading is one of the most ludicrous things I’ve ever heard!!! 
Don’t know what I’m on about? Find out yourself dummy! In fact this issue is 
packed with loads of goings on ranging from Airport Protests in Mexico (see 
letters page in last issue of RTB), the Greenwash around the World Summit 
for Sustainable development (come on, how many REAL solutions saw the 
light of day in Jo’burg?) and more on GM crops legistration, action in the UK 
and abroad. There is coverage on the recent underground arts festival in 
Manchester which clashed with the commonwealth games, more on the Peat 
Campaign, Prisoner Support contacts, Woomera Refugee camp in Australia, 
Nigerian ljaw women occupying CheveronTexaco oil pump stations in protest 
of the exploitation of the Niger Delta, and a pitch invasion: against Isreali 
occupation of Palestine at a Leyton vs Tel Aviv football match. Great stuff! 


e848 “ence mest 
toghiyess Kr ude the coxsiigtion to 


S0p where sold - Antl-copyright photocopy and distribute 


“ANES ZINES . NES. ZINES: 


NES - 


£ 
El 


Help support this inspiring lifeline by subscribing for only £5 for 10 issues in 
the UK,(£8 europe; £12 rest of the world) copying and distributing where you 
live! Its the least you can do to help the EF! cause. (LH) 

EF! Action Update, Dept 29, 22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK, 
www.eco-action.org 


GHOST TOWN OPTIMIST - Two Short Stories / Free / Very Small! 
Exactly what it says. One about an all-consuming relationship and the other 
about loneliness and the feelings of. | quite liked the Style as it left questions 
in my head afterwards but for me the most interesting thing in this was the 
quote on the back which read: “Men have enormous capacities in them that 
they have to live up to the obsolete, brutal, bear killing, Ernest Hemingway, 
crew-cut, Prussian, napalm-all-the-children-in-Vietnam-bang-bang you're not 
dead image of masculinity. Men are not allowed to admit that they 
sometimes are afraid. They are not allowed to express their own sensitivity, 
their own need to be passive sometimes and not always active. MEN ARE 
NOT ALLOWED TO CRY’ - Betty Friedan 1969. (SHY) 

under_their_radar @hotmail.com 


HELL AND DAMNATION #11 

’'m on a highway to hell and (dur dur) it’s a rock 
and roll damnation. HAD is back in black, and 
white... OK enough! This A5 zine is CRAMMED 
with tiny type, and is focused on the international 
DIY scene, the fast noisy stuff from those out of 
the way places. Colin really, really knows his shit 
and is constantly unearthing new bands/new 
scenes, boldly going where not many have been 
before.. this time round we have SCHIFOS! 
(Australia), SIVIILIMURHA (Finland), 
CONFUSIONE (italy), Sweden’s VANING 5, a 
Romanian scene report, stuff on CIA 
conspiracies, an awesome reviews section with 
all the cutting edge underground shit you should 
check out, how much more do ya want for that 
pittance of an entrance fee ? The latest in a long line of excellent efforts from 
the HADster, we want more! (SN) 

40p /1 dollar /1 euro from : Colin / HAD, 22 Burns Villas, Stainforth, 
Doncaster, S. Yorks, DN7 5DP, UK. 


INFINITE MONKEY #3 - A4, 28 Pages, £1 : 

Me and Ewan (along with the lovely Bradders) are all moving into the same 
house next week, so | guess if | diss his zine it'll go one of two ways - either 
he'll take my critisisms in a positive way, and make #4 all the better, or he'll 
just shit in my bed at every opportunity and blame it on a cat we won't even 
own....well, this time around he’s got interviews with AtomSmasher, Bogdan 
Raczynski, Songs Of Zarathustra and Zann, stupid names abound then! The 
one with Zann was easily the best (actually, really good), with the others 
being a tad, well, it just feels like those being interviewed just aren’t that 
bothered. His, now trade-mark, weird cut n paste stuff provide some of the 
highpoints of the zine for me, with lots of weird pictures and adverts he’s 
found in old Time/Life sorta magazines, and the rambling stuff (especially 
some of the drawn-out points in some of the reviews!) was definitely the 
better of the written stuff. The section on UK bands was cool, as was his 
section on new bands he’s been getting into, and some of his reviews are 
even longer than our very own xLeox! (biting my style, eh? -xleox) Check it 
out, but not for the interviews! (SW) : 

Wiggy Frater : PO Box 169, Bradford, BD1 2UJ, UK 


KRYTYCZNA SYTAUCJA #6 

Polish zine outta Amsterdam, interviews with BIZARRE X, APATRIDI, 
MASHER, ULTIMO RAUSEA, HINCIDENT, SCUM OF SOCIETY, Brazilian 
and Indian scene reports, DIY alcohol and loads more punky crusty extreme 
Stuff - the editor graces the intro page holding a beer and giving the horns, 
comes with a sampler tape of the latest in undergound Polish crust. A worthy 
effort indeed! (SN) 

(couldnt find a price) Contact: Martin Uruga 2c Atjeh Straat 51/hs, 1094 LD 
Amsterdam, Holland. 


MAC PARIADKA #2 A4 60 pages 

A very professional looking zine here from Poland written and presented in 
Polish. Interviews in this issue are with NOAM CHOMSKY (North American 
political intellectual), PENNY RIMBAUD (ex-CRASS, Eng), POINT OF NO 
RETURN (Brazil), a WASTED/MANIFESTO JUKEBOX tour diary, an extract 
from DAYS OF WAR, NIGHTS OF LOVE book from CRIMETHINC, and 
some decent reading regarding squatting, and another article dealing with 
anarchy plus a few pages of reviews and some ads. Overall there is a quality 
feel to this zine as graphically it comes across really well and the information 
inside looks clear, informative, well-presented and most of all, interesting! 
Just wish | could read Polish!! I’d e-mail the folk here first to check out the 
cost before sending anything, as | am not sure of the cost, ok. (SHY) 
Redakcja, PO Box 67, 81 806 Sopot 6, Poland. 

pariadka @polbox.com 
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MASS MOVEMENT #12 Prts 1 + 2 - A5, 48 Pages, £1.50 

So what do you do when you've got too much content for one issue? Spread 
the issue over two parts. Essentially two zines, damn good value and lots of 
good readin’. Interviews with Brezhnev, Alex Chandon (horror director), 
Napalm Death, CH3, Straight Faced, Icarus Line, Hellions, ETA, | Defy, 
Mercury Legion, RKL and JFA, review stuff and a few funny bits and pieces. 
OK, so basically this is an interview zine, and the interviews are very hit n 
miss. Surprise of the (double) issue was probably the one with Icarus Line, 
as they came out sounding pretty clued up and it was an interesting read, as 
opposed to the one with ETA with was a chore. Reading about how a horror 
film comes about was really cool, and the Napalm Death one was a good 
read as well... | could go on for a while - bottom line, get it. (SW) 

Tim : 18 Hazeldene Avenue, Bridgend, CF31 2JW, UK 


MONKEYS IN THE SUN - A3 1.50- 

A punk rock girl’s tale from summer 2001 with a monkey on every page. This 
is a totally ace little journal with some reviews of live bands, cds and festivals 
including the Out of Spite festival and the horror that can only be described 
as Reading. Travel tales and the work anecdotes prove an entertaining read. 
My favourite part was the mistaken song lyric section... Descendents- “I’m 
not a loser” + “ take a girl out, she won't fuck you, you just bought her a gram 
of coke, spend all your money on skinny hos’ interpreted as you just bought 
her gran a coat, spend all your money on silly clothes” Aaww, we've all been 
there, My mate Archie interpreted Fugazi’s Waiting Room as “lam a pastry 
boy. | bake, | bake | bake, | bake...”. Sadly this is a one off project by Emma, 
but I’m she should be persuaded to continue. | liked it a lot. (COC) 

Emma, c/o 27 Soverign Drive, Botley, Southampton, Hampshire, SO 25R, 
UK. 


MORGENMUFFEL #10 - A5, 24 Pages, 
50p 

| picked up one of these a few years ago 
and, though | really liked it, haven’t seen 
one since. So when Alexxx plonked 
down this issue’s review stuff | quickly 
snapped it up. Basically, it's a zine chock 
full of cartoons which chronicle the life of 
an anarcho-punk girl living in Brighton, so 
there’re strips following her on tour, 
stealing left-overs from kitchens she’s 
worked in (and rating the various 
establishments!), going to demos, and 
some general day-to-day stuff. The zines 
1 strength lie, not only in the well drawn 
cartoons, but in the contents variety - the 
strips could be about anything, could be 
reaching for a political point, commenting 
on a social issue or quite literally nothing 
(the | Live With Mad People strip!), and 
that the strips are intermittently broken up by a few written cool pieces rises 
it above the rank of mere “Comic zine”, as I’m sure it'll be lumped. Check this 
out cos it rules! (SW) 

Isy : PO Box 74, Brighton, BN1 4ZQ, UK 
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OX FANZINE #46 - A4, 156 Pages, 4 euros 

So you get a free comp. CD with the zine, and it’S all printed in German. 
There are a shit-load of interviews, and lots of horrible adverts... can’t really 
give this anything of an objective review as | can’t read the content, but none 
of the interviews really looked as if they were anything more than a brief 
introduction to the band, with only a few breaching the 2 page mark, and 
none breaking it. If | was a German kid just getting into hardcorepunk | 
reckon, for the money, this’d be damn near indispensable, and | think that’s 
where the appeal begins and ends. | wish | could recommend some German 
zines as alternative, but none spring to mind, sorry. (SW) 

Joachim Hiller : PO Box 10 22 25, 42766 Haan, Germany 


PICARESQUE #1 free 

This zine is ace. Loads of different short stories from the life of brend, and 
providing little snippets of his character that you piece together randomly as 
he reflects on instances from his childhood to the present, from his home in 
Canberra to his travels in Leeds. | love it when people are described by their 
full name. | generally only do this when talking about people from school. 
Particularly liked the classifieds at the back, just in case you weren't sure of 
the finer details of his character you can establish that he'd like to pull. He’s 
gone the right way about it. This zine certainly creates an endearing 
perspective of the chap. Anyone that squirts peroxide into their scabs to see 
it fizz and talks about philosophy wins me over. | hope he makes it up with 
Maggie Roche. 

3 Sharpley Avenue, Stawell Victoria, Australia, 3380 

brendanrocks @ hotmail.com 


PICARESQUE #2 AS5 free ‘ 

Some stories of childhood memories etc. that I've read in certain fanzines 
can often come across as being self-indulgent tripe, hence | was a little 
cynical before | began to read this. It's a collection of stories about the 
writer’s past, almost rambling from one subject to another in no particular 


pattern. The great thing is it's done with a very dry wit and is a really 
enjoyable short read. It has no underlying political theme, it’s just mildly 
amusing, and | like 

that. (JW) 

Adress same as above 


REGARDLESS #2 A5 Summer 2002 2 Euros/$3.00 (?) ppd 

From Sweden, this zine is (fortunately for me!) written entirely in English and 
is one of the best zines that | have read recently. Total cut and paste, lots of 
good photos and some decent interviews too with Agnes (ex-HOMOMILITIA 
now of Polish band LOST), KONTROVERS (Swed), REMAINS OF THE DAY 
(USA) and HENRIK LILJEGREN (of CANCER Zine in Sweden) plus a calling 
out on Tomas from Swedish band SKITSYSTEM about allegedly acting like 
a ‘rock star’. There are also some interesting columns and a hefty review 
section for you to read through. Put some money in an envelope today and 
mail it to these folk or check out different distros. It'll be worth it! (SHY) 
Alexandra Dahlquist, Basmgatan27, 412 40 Vastra Frolunda, Sweden or 
Pontus Redig, Gulsparvsgatan 33, 412 67 Gothenburg, Sweden. 


RIOT 77 #4 A4 48pp 2.50 euros 

Fantastic looking punk/Oi zine on nice glossy paper & just before you try 
sticking the boot in & saying that they can only afford the quality paper 
because of the advertising I'll tell you there are only 1&1/6 pages (2 ads) in 
the whole zine. My only criticism is a couple of times laying the text over 
pictures/ graphics doesn’t work, but that's a very minor gripe as the overall 
look is superb. Lengthy interesting interviews with Hard Skin, The Dickies, 
Generators, TKO Records, Bad Manners, Buzzcocks & Youth Brigade, plus 
a full review & live review section. Well worthy of your attention & money. (JK) 
Riot 77, 31 Saint Patricks Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, Ireland 
riot77magazine @ hotmail.com 


SEMTEX #5 A5 

| reckon there should be more 
zines like this. It’s pretty much 
full of stuff to read and each 
piece is not too long either, so 
people with short attention 
spans(i.e. me) or people who: 
don’t have time to engage 
themselves in a full on essay 
won't find it too much. Whilst 
the zine doesn’t go into great 
depth about the subjects 
covered, it is certainly food for 
thought. In this issue are are 
pieces on “punk and the digital 
aesthetic”, the CocaCola 
company, the 9/11 attacks on 
the U.S.A., personal writing and 
interviews with YAGA and 
SHORA. Nothing 
groundbreaking but it is well 
done and looks good. (AZ) 
Thomas Byttebier, Colllagelaan 
91, 8530 Harebeke, BELGIUM 
www.semtexinc.com 


SMALL BUT DEADLY #1 - Smail size, 8 small booklets, Free 

After lighting the creativity touch-paper, so to speak, last issue with his 
Pocket Bomb comic fanzine Mike returns to the fray with a fun little brain- 
child. It's basically a small envelope that holds 8 small booklets covering 
various issues within his life, essentially several small stories. The booklets 
24 Hour Rebel, Hedgecore and Big City Life struck a chord with me, but they 
all had that honest heartfelt quality about them. It was all read and back in 
the envelope within ten minutes, but that’s beside the point - if you’re into 
personal stuff that really lets you connect with the author seek this out. 
Limited run, so hop to it... (SW) 

Cuddly Mike : 9 Maple Park, Hedon, Hull, HU12 8NR, UK 


STILL HOLDING ON NEWSLETTER #4 A4 Free 

This is a great little newsletter which is focused on the 
SxE/Youthcrew/Thrash end of the hardcore spectrum. There’s a Latvian 
scene report, news, interviews with WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? and 
LOWPUNCH, also a thought provoking piece of writing by Bruno from NEW 
WINDS. | was also more than happy to read in the reviews section that “IN 
THE CLEAR is the best English band” no, | didn’t pay them to say that! 
Although | would say that STILL HOLDING ON is the best free newsletter I’ve 
seen around. If you like fast hardcore and the D.I.Y. ethic then do yourself a 
favour and get yourself a copy of this little gem. As always when sending for 
a free zine include a self addressed envelope and enough money to cover 
postage! (AZ) 

Xavier Lepage, 65 An Long Pre, 4053 Embourg, BELGIUM. 

xshox @ hotmail.com 
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THE NEW SCHEME # 5 - A4, 56 Pages, $2 

A couple of nice surprises in this issue, bands that I’d usually never bother 
checking out but after reading what they had to say it really made me wanna 
go out and find their records, especially Ping. Other interviews with The 
Flashing Astonishers, Engine Down & The Dismemberment Plan, some good 
book and music reviews and some funny written pieces. Scott Weigel’s 
column got nuff chuckles from me (Chesticles!), and the We Hate River City 
High picture-piece was damn funny (though | kinda think they rock!) - all in 
all a quality read that made the lunchbreaks in my shitty new job go by that 
much quicker...oh, and it’s from the home of Mork & Mindy! (SW) 

Stuart : PO Box 19873, Boulder, CO 80308, USA 


THE SMUG LITTLE BASTARD DOES IT DEMOCRATICALLY A6 

This is more of a short story than a fanzine. Illustrated by cartoons, it shows 
how democracy is used to restrict freedom (in this case by voting to lock up 
those who displease us). | don’t know where it came from or who wrote it 
(someone called Paul) but it’s a lovely story. Much like the boy who cried 
wolf, it has a point, and unlike the Bible, it’s just a story, not a load of bullshit. 
(JW) 


THE STRAY HOUSEWIVES HANDBOOK #5 - A5, 64 Pages, £1 

So | guess I'd better kick this off with apologies to Simon - he handed me this 
a fair while ago, and it unfortunately fell prey to my bedroom floor, and I’ve 
just discovered it as I’m tidying up to move out! Sorry! But anyways, this 
zine is just jam-fuckin-packed with stuff to read. Tour diaries from 
Twofold/Clingfilm/Penfold around the UK and Travis Cut in Japan, interviews 
with Scuttle, g.a.s. Drummer, Avail, The Lawrence Arms, Whizzwood, Less 
Than Jake and The Griswalds, some columns, the usual reviews and some 
written pieces. Good layouts, a great print quality and some strong interviews 
(especially the Avail one) made this really stand out amoungst what's on offer 
zine-wise within the UK at the moment - | even found myself reading the Less 
Than Jake interview! Check it out. (SW) 

Simon ‘Fold : 6 The Poplars, South Ascot, Berkshire, SL5 9HZ, UK 


TOTAL ANNIHILATION #1 - A5, 8 Pages, Free with SAE 

Moonlighting in the gap between Gibbering Madness issues 8 & 9, Evan 
presents us with a funky little reviews zine. He’s crammed a fair bit of info into 
the small space here; and managed to keep it visually interesting with dark 
images, a cut n paste look and some crazy punk drawings. It’s free, so send 
an SAE. (SW) 

Evan : PO Box 298, Sheffield, S10 5XT, UK 


UNDER THEIR RADAR #3 Free A5 

Twelve pages here that include a pro-positive rant about cycling, an article 
about ‘BOSCO’ which | am assuming was/is an Irish TV programme (?), a 
crap interview with LOVEJUNK from Ipswich (Eng), (crap questions that 
inevitably result in crap answers - ok, they are ‘fun’ questions | guess but 
questions like ‘Which band member is most likely to be a serial killer?’ - 
please, spare me). The only bit in this worth reading is the article about Hilda 
Murrell, a 78-year-old activist against nuclear power who was murdered in 
1984 under dubious circumstances. A sincere attitude but reads ‘could do 
better’. (SHY) 

Ed Hannon, Downings Cross, Prosperous, Naas, Co. Kildare, N. Ireland. 


UPS #8 A5 2 Euros/ $2 ppd or Trade 

Another zine from the prolific and hard-working Richard at UPS HQ!! Where 
does this man find the time | ask myself!! This is a pretty definitive zine that 
documents the current Dutch hardcorepunk scene very well. There’s a Dutch 
scene report followed by an interesting piece documenting the guys from 
L’A'RM through to SEEIN’ RED and how some people treat the band as 
though they are ‘rock stars’ when in fact they are totally down-to-earth guys. 
The last sentence of the article says it all really, “Stardom and vanity are 
things that doesn’t count in the DIY scene”! There are further interesting 
scene reports from Finland and Slovenia plus a retrospect account of the 
making of the BSE/PCP split 7” and all the trouble that surrounded it. If you 
ever think about releasing a DIY record, read this first! There’s also another 
retrospective look at DOA’s (Canada) life in punk and a bit about SEE YOU 
IN HELL too (Czech). Interviews are done with REMAINS OF THE DAY 
(USA), BETERCORE (Holland) followed by a lengthy tour diary, and 
CITIZEN FISH (UK). Whilst | think it would be great to see some of Richard’s 
own writings, taken as it is, UPS is a great DIY underground punk scene 
resource and well worth your while in picking up. (SHY) 

U.P.S., Wanmolen 5, NL-3833 ED Leusden, Holland. 

www.go.to/upspunk 


WE’RE GONNA FIGHT #4, july 2002 A5 


This zine picks up where the international sXe bulletin left off. Calling itself : 


‘international political vegan sXe’ this cut n paste, crammed to fuck; mega 
info overload is awsome! Its got stuff from all over the planet such as 
interviews with Apatia NO (Venezuela) Brigada Flores Magon (France) Itsuka 


Over Disneyland (Phillipines) Tian an Men 89 and Stonehenge Records, plus } 


scene reports from Peru, Malaysia, Indonesia, Hungary, Phillipines, Italy and 


France. There is a holiday (for better use of a word) visit report by the author : 
about his time in Malaysia and Indonesia, which | could relate wholeheartedly : 
to (those who know me, know why) plus columns on ‘If religions were a Rip- : 


Off?’ and Drugs Wasting Life, and Elections (somethings been lost in the 


translation there | think) This zine 
addresses international unity within 
the punk HC scene and sees it as a 
positive force to be used for the 
exchange of ideas, friendship and 
change. Some of you might scoff at 
such a concept but after reading this 
zine you'll see exactly where hes 
coming from. Its amazing and 
heartwarming to think about all the 
people all over the planet with 
common interests and struggles and 
makes me wish | could get out there 
more (unfortunately I’ve got to sign on 
every 2 weeks.... its such a hard life) | 
think the most interesting part of this 
zine for me was the interview with Luc 
Hass of Tian An Men records and his 
work overseas for the international 
commitee of the red cross and how 
hes been all over the world and looked 
up, met, found, bumped into, been accosted by punk kids and bands and 
scenes from places you'd never expect. | dunno if its necessaryily a good 
thing that a ‘western’ thing like punk can be found all over the world, but if 
you look at punk more as a symptom of. industrialisation rather than a 
commodity, then it is. | really liked this zine despite the hectic layout and at 
times broken english, so | fully recommend you get a hold of a copy and be 
inspired. Excellent! (LH) 

W.G.F, 8 Gambetta, 69007, Lyon, France. w.g.f @free.fr 


ZERRFLETTER #9 

This was a free newsletter but has now expanded into a full A4 zine in 
German language, nice simple layout with a mix of interviews with bands 
LOST, CHISPAS, HLUBOKA ORBA, IN THE SHIT, stuff on the Kosovo 
situation, cool photos and some reviews - a nice mix of politics and music. 
Cool! (SN) 

1.50 euros and post to: Zerrfletter, P.O. Box 610 617, 10937, Berlin, 
Germany errfletter@so36.net 


HEY PUNK! WHY DON’T 
YOU SEND US YOUR ZINE 
FOR REVIEW?? 
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Video Reviews — 


: BEURK! Videozine #4 
: A good punk/hardcore videozine from the south of France with : 
: an international flavour. One hour long, the footage is from 98/99 : 
; and features DIVIDE & CONQUER, DIR YASSIN and 3 
; TURBONEGRO as well as France’s own NAPALM DANCE and : 
; PROTEX BLUE. All 2 camera shot (at least) which keeps things : 
: interesting, the live action is interspersed with short : 
; interviews,especially interesting are DIR YASSIN of israel : 
speaking of the situation they have to live in - it's no TV sketch. : 
: The mighty TURBONEGRO round things off with modern : 
: Classics ‘Are you ready’ ‘Get it on’ and’Denim Demon’ among : 
; others, comes with a foldout A3 jacket with lyrics and info. Great : 
Stuff - | hope the NRV people continue with this project cos video : 
3 be ? aN) such an under-used format and these people do it so i 
well. : 
; A mere 10 euros ppd from: NRV Production, BP 193 42005 St : 
Etienne Cdx1, France. nrvprod @free.fr 3 
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NEW RELEASES | 


THE DAGDA - st ee 


( cine 8} 
8 Trax - Long awalted debut fromthis | 9. 4 
hardcore monster from the north. Ts 
Limited amount of vinyl available. | ">" 
' W@eure/$i2 postpaid [.. di 


driving all ni 
produced by Paul oe & Johnny Ca 


ght 


«£6. tes 12 euros pp | 


_| BLOOD OR WHISKEY 
cp 


(IRE 3) 
Reissue of this out ef print classic by 
Kildare tradmongers. 

i@euro/ $12 poupeid 


RUNNIN RIOT / Mea gieg epee 
SPLIT 7” EP 


( REJ 31) 
2 rompin’ stompin’ tracks each tram ie ming coming soon on seismic. 


Belfast’s Runnin ‘aoe and Berlin’s ' LOYALTIES. 


S.M.LL.E./Bumsnogger - split 10”/ed 
Ann Arbor’- for a long life LP 


WWW. Seismic: “records. cO. uk 
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UK cheques/POs to.A. Heirs 
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Now: nee 

Biblical Proof Of UFO's CD [£7] ong 
Milligram tour 7” [£2.5] _ : 
Houston / Babies 3 split 7° [£2.5 -ssepremecnaanacnnemenenaeasetni 

Red Ghetto Sun 7” (£2) 

Next: j 

Rock Collection 10” 


(featuring Dead inside, Keethaity 
Meit-Banana & Mérser} 


|e eos 
MAILORDER 
DADE 


EMail: superfi_records@hotmail.co 
Web: http://go.to/superfi 

Write: PO Box 8974, B’ham, B17 8BA Us 
Make stuff payable to K.Nandi. Ta! 


the dagda: threefold Ip/ed {crushing hasdoore-ex my name is satan, pink rds in space ets) 

demon system thirteen: thrash & burn 7” Disb tonice: 

my name is satan: refuse to kneel cd PER KORO 

minute manifesto/urko: split Ip BASTARDIZED RECORDINGS 
minute manifesto/shank: split 7” CHROME SAINT MAGNUS 


INVERTEBRATA 
ip=25,50/$12/4 2e Cda£5 50S 2/12e 7”=£2/$5/5e. prices postpaid uk/world/europe. i . R ii ) K AM I 3 E 
uk cheques/p.o's to "n.loaring". world: US$ cash only. europe: euros/US$ cash only. ig wtatnn Sada Ver 
next: epileptic terror attack: we are the attack 7”, all tensed up/shot to fuck: split 7”. “ 
=n ee at ‘ tours: thanks to everyone for showing up on the DS-13 & Boxed In uk tour! mu ch more exc s}] “nt 
Pa \ boxed in: s/t 7” is now available on crime scene. we have copies postpaid for £2.60/$5/5e. u . OXCCHCT 


and cheap stuff! 


+ 


Shee one ee &..- new 7" out on Busted Heads later in the year. www. flatearth. free-ontine.co.uk/boxedin.him! 
. = Aste : Mailorder: ist available for a s.a.e/.r.c or $1 (uk/world) or check the website. 


ro) GLB 
tm O73 , enslaved p.0 box 169 bradford west yorkshire bd1 2uj_uk 
“—s : 


, www.ensiavedrecords.com enslavedorders@yahoo.co.uk W WW : bta d i S tC ¢ O : at 


po box 55462, atlanta, ga 30308 


www.stickfiguredistro.com 
al pice ppd in USA. vere aol $1-7$2-LP/CD 
stores: Stickfipue Deals Drect see 


*alas‘ther side ofthe looking class" 2p (anvicon) -$14 50/8130 

‘atu pe Totes” (prank -$350 : 

*atom and his package ‘hamburgers cep le thiriee)-$7:0 

“black merings st 7 (yperreait passive ist) $3.50 2 


“estan "is de sal inet $120 . = ...We Still hate cons. 
tte uh ata $25 ae ® yo 


cat lof teh" uh atta 25 

“bucket ulloftecth "7 [youth attach = $4.25 

“cis anes’alighin the distance’ #890" (dead ale) -$950 

* duster bomb unit vp fra war asia} ~$10:50 

"cobra tcogapyIp(chirscur) - $850 

*esfallen’streaksofenor‘cd (magic built) $10.00 

"death of marat‘l eyes open’ (tickique) -$10.00 

*echois your loetight hous’ (Stickiqure) -$1000 

"fucking champs, the'V cf ldragcy) ~$13.50 

“hy esurecon' cep (de el $800 a & 
Yighofe'urandelytioe bp) STANSTAMD cheap entapean 
~ “hot cross’ new st of ngs’ levelplane} $850 available from: 

4d 606 ton packed” pd filet turd) -§135081200 Www.assemblylinemusic.com 

“lle tomorow ‘throne yl clshergt) $850 ae 

ae ALSO AVAILABLE 

‘esafneneto malt” Iypere $350 FROM FINER EUROPEAN 

"arty oes itd age "$0 DisTRgS SUCH AS a 

ieurien tell tn, _ 

‘bona oulear $9600 ot ‘eat e: Des 
*sunshine Hysterical stereo loops and entra (day fier -$1050 ti toue : ee - sf = % : Ihists he web: 

= vith icine . “ ae www.byofl.org/maximum /ratio 
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